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PEBPACE, 


In January^ 1840, the Gcveromeat o( Bengal sanctioned and 
patronized the publication of two new Test Books for the iX~ 
amination of the Students of the College of Tort William in the 
Bengallee language, one of which, it was proposed, should bo 
' descrip^ve of Hindoo notions, such as the History of one of their 
celebrated Mythological or Classical personages, and the other 
should embody European ideas, such as the History of the British 
^ in Bengal or India. Accordingly* two works were prepared by 

f f 

Ishwar Chandra Sharmic, namely, " Betsla PanchabiDgshati,'* 
^ being a translation of the Hindee work " Bytal Pachtst,’^ 

I 

containing legends of Bsjs ‘Vikramsditya, and “ Bsngalsr Itihss,” 
being a free translation of that portion of Mdr^man's History of 
Bengal which comprehends the rise and progress of the British 
Dominion in Bengal. Of this last Book the following work is 
a retranslation into English, published with the sancUon of 
Mr. J. C. Marshman, the talented author of the original English 
work, and under the patronage of the GoTernment of Bengal. 

My principal objects in this undert^ng have been, to give 
a specimen of close and accurate translation combined with a 
due regard to the idiom of the language translated into, and 


to lUusbuU hj Dotes the etymology and idiomatie peouUorUiee 
of the laagu^e translated from. 1 hs7e added Notes and Obser¬ 
vations bearing upon the Geography and Statuses of Bengal, and 
the opinions and customs of ita inhabitants. Taking the work 
as a whole, it may be oonsidered as conveying hints on a number 
of interesting subjects; and oothis ground I have ventured to 
style it a Guide to Bengal*^ It is no doubt a very imperfect 
Guidit pointing 'out only prominent paths, and not entering into 
details; but 1 trust it is correct as far as it goes, and that the bints 
it conveys may assist and encourage intelligent Students further 
to enquire and discorer for themselves. 


THE HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


CriArTKR XI. 

1. On the lOth of April, 175<>, Sirajooddowlah (1) 
became pos8Ce8ed(2) of the throDc(3) of Bengal and 
Behor. At that time tlic Emperor of DcHii had fallen 
into 80 low a condition, that the new Nuwab(4) did not 
cbiok it any longer nceeasorj to ask him for a deed of 
coDflnnation.(S) 

3. On obtaining possesaion of the Government, the 
lirat thing he did was to send a force to cony off oil the 
wealth of his paternal uncle's wife. Hie paternal undo 
bJivaUh Mahommed had during his sixteen years' govern¬ 
ment of Dacca, amosecd immense riches; after bis 
death (6) his wife became succeseor to all his property. 
The troops whom that widow woman had entertained 
to guard her possessions iled at the time for action. (7) 

()} (Arabic Sirijud- 

doobrt) The la/np of the ataU. 

<S) ciAiiSri Sa&st. title or property, (from 

(3) The Vice-regal thioae of course* 

(4) Aoiaft (Arabic Nststeih, luperlative form of 

a Depaty, a Viceroy. 

(5) SsKMd (ComiptioD of Che Arabic ij-i e , Sanad) k 

Biploma, Warrant, Deed, Grant,—In Saascrit the word Ski^ 

sou ia conatonly used ia &eee sensea. 

(6) XotSa/sra prapta Aoite : b«ng g;ene 
to soother world. 

(D Kiyjyo, (SsDsl.) Duty, object. 


A- D- 
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A-^D. Con«quentl 7 the whole of her wealth was despatched, 
without opposi^oo, to the Nuwab's palace, nod ehe ber> 
self was easily expelled fi om the place of her abode. 

3. Rajballabh was the coadjutor of Niraish Ma« 
hemmed at Dacca, and had, acoordiog to the custom pre* 
valeot at the time of the rule of the Mahommedon ( 9 ) 
sovereigns, amassed great wealth by plundering the coun¬ 
try. Kivaish departed this life at the oommcDcement of 
the year 1756. At that time AlivardL occupied the 
throne, bat had fallen into hie dotoge. Rajballabh being 
at that time at hfoorshedabad, Sirajcoddowlah, put him in 
prison, and sent off people to Dacca to confiscate all hU 
property;—but Rajballabh’s aoa, Kristna Das (lO), hav¬ 
ing received the intelligence beforehand, took boat with 
all bis property, and, under pretence of n pilgrimage to 
Gungasagar (ll), or Jugemath (12), fled to Calcutta. ^ 
4. Kriatna Daa, having reached Calcutta on the 17 th 
of March, applied to the Goveruor, Mr, Drake, (IS) and 
obtained leave to reside in the city, where he determined 
in his own mind to remain, nodi he ahould hear of hla 
father b«ag released. SirajooddowJah was much an- 

(8) S4rioUflM—in Sanscril flAAtwlkilia. 

The b«lo?ed of the Klog. 

(9) /aJwi (Ssoscrit A Greek, a Europeao, 

a MaboiDiaedsn, s bsrhariao. 

(10) (Saasait) The Slave of Krishtjia or 
Krishoa. 

(11) Gin^StS^ (Saoicrit) from Gmgi. the Gauges, 
and 3iga>a, the Sea-^Chepewt where the Gaogea falU bto the Ocean. 

(12) Jagismiih (Sanscrit) from Jsgat, the worid, and 
Nitka, l,crd—The Lord of the world, a Name of JTrwi^, applied to 
his Temple jn Orisu, on the sea bde. 

(13) SiM is a eerropdoD of Che Arabic fSoAxb^ 

meaning a Lord, a Ulster, a Compnion ; the comepoadinf SanseriC 
word, flomioooly used in Beogallee is AfsAisAay, m^nani. 

nous, liberal. 




THS BtSTORY OF fiVNOAl/. 


S 


noyed ttat RajbaUabh’a tresisure should thus have escaped 
from Lie graapj sod despatched an ombaasador to CoJcutta 
to demand that Kriatna Daa should be delivered into hi® 
hands (14), but that person having presented himself 
.without proper credentials, Mr. Drake expelled him from 
the city. 

5. A few days aflej, news arrived from Europe that 
there was a near prospect of a war between the English 
and the French. At that time the latter were very 
poweifnl on the coast, and they had more than ten times 
the number of European soldiers at Chandernagore, (15) 
that the English had at Calcutta, consequently the 
English commenced putting their fort into order. (16) 
The young and violent-tempered Nuwab always enter¬ 
tained extreme (Z?) hatred towards the English. Now, 

. or* quickly hearing of this circumstance, he wrote a 
threateniog letter to Mr. Drake, which contained this 
injunction: You will not be allowed to make new addi¬ 
tions to your Fort: on the contrary, you must destroy 
the old portion, and without delay make over Kristoa 
Das into the hands of my messenger. (IS) * 

6. One or two months before the death of Allvardi, 
occurred that of Sayad Ahmad, another paternal uncle of 
Sirajooddowlah.» He left all his wealth, his army, and 
the goveroment of Porneah by will to hia son Sukut- 
juDg; accordingly Sukutjung set about the administra¬ 
tion of bis government a short time before his cousin, 
Sirajooddowlsh, became Soobadar. They were both equally 


(14) literally—Uakiog; tlih claim, " you most deliver Krtstaa X>$z 
into baode/’ 

Ckandantugar (Saawrit) The city of Saodal wood, 
of t town ahoat 30 milea Korth ftom Calcottju 
< 16 ) SsMeHr (Ss4iKrit) Cospletioo, decoration, cleanuof. 

(ir) if^ J«ip^rvnd4ii (a Saaecrlt seotence) Yal, than 

whichparo, farther; thew it not: Uioc is, exccesive, extreme. 

(15) Lok (Sanscrit) Mao, peisoa. 


A- D. 
\7S6. 
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inecnaiiiente, crue1> and foolisti; of course, tliere was 
no cbanea of (hea long remaining on terms of friendahip 
and agreement. 

7. Siraj ooddowlabj immcdUtcI; he ascended the throne, 
diaoiUsed (18i) the old ministers and generals ofhii 
maternal grandfather, and took as favorites certain pro¬ 
fligate young men, who encouraged his evil inclinations. 
They began daily to counsel him to the performance of 
unjust and cruel actions; so that there was no safety for 
any person’s proper^ or any woman’s honor. 

8. The principal men of the country, unable to endure 
all this tyranny, began to form plans for placing some 
other person on the throne in his stead, and for this 
purpose they, for the Instant, fixed on (19) Sukutjung. 
It was certain he would be no better than Sirojooddowlah, 
but they hoped in their own minds that they would, by 
this device, for the present time escape (mm the incum¬ 
bent calamity, and would afterwards have it in their power 
to seat some fit and good person upon the throne. 

9. When all their coaoscls in this matter were fully 
matured, a messenger was despatched to Delhi to solicit 
for SukuQung the royal grant for the peat of the Nimm- 
ship. (20) As the petition included the mention of a 
yearly payment of a crore of rupees, the Emperor^s con¬ 
sent was obtained witii the greatest ease. 

10. Sirajooddowlah having got intimation of this con¬ 
spiracy (90|) speedily assembled an army, and marched 
towards Pumeah, for the purpose of inflicting capital 


(ISi) PaAtc&yiUa (Saascrit) fallao from rask> di»ebirged 

ftoiD office, (from ^ " ruk, statioa" and " lillac” a oen- 
pound word of tbe class *' TbfpvmAa of the 5th Or abiatire case.”) 

(19) c*l karUtn, (literally) made him thdr 

(rijjeet or mark. 


(30) SItfWt -nw office of Nszim> from Arabic 

ySioi. a regulator, a mlac, a governor. 



(20)) Cihiirdjifs (Saaserlt) coospiracy. 
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puiuslimcat on Sukutjung. That force had reached Raj- 
muhal, aod was prepariDg to cross the Ganges, when 
Sirajooddowlah received from Mr. Draic,the Governor of 
Calcutta, au answer to hia letter, stating firmly that 
he could not comply with his orders. 

11 . Ou receipt of this reply his anger burst all bounds 
(30B.) aod he resolved to root out those English who 
harbored rebels, and who, having constructed a fort in 
his dominions, were now strengthening themselves. Ac- 
cordingly, without a cooment»8 delay, he broke up his 
camp, aod ordered the troops to march upon Calcutta. 
On his way thither he plundered the factory at Cossim- 
bazor, and imprisoned all the Europeans whom he found 
there. 

12 . The English residing at Calcutta had been more 
than ^ty years undisturbed; in consequence, from wont 
of particxikr attention, (1) their fort had almost gone to 
ruins, in fact, they had failed into auch a state of 
security, that they had constructed houses within twenty 
fathoms (2) of the walla. At that time the garrison 
consisted of only one hundred and seventy soldiers, of 
whom only rixty were Europeans. The gunpowder (5) was 
old and weak, and all the cannons Ixad become rusty, (4) 
but Sirajoodclowlah advanced to the attack with forty or 
fifty thousand troops, and a good train of artillery. (5) 

IS. The English saw there was no chance of stopping 
his progress, they therefore began repeatedly to send 

fSOB) UdM (Ssnacrit) overleaping bonuds—from 1% Over, 

and Vtl*, a benud. Ilout, »boTt« 

<1) ^1^1 care, reipect, regard. 

(V) Byln, (S«ne.) a (btbem, or th« epsc« between the tips oT 

the fingan of either band when the aims are extended. 

( 3 ) Saruf) pinpwitr. 

a) 3f«rieAa (from Peis, Moroita) lUist, 

(5) Esnm s cannon, 


A. D. 
1766. 
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A. D. letters to solicit peace, and also proposed the payment of 
a large earn of money. But he would not listen to any 
other subject, having determined altogether to destroy 
them; coosequently, without vouchsafing an answer, he 
began to move rapidly upon Calcutta. 

14. On the 16th of June the advance of his army 
reached CbitpoTe.(6) But tlie KngHah had there con* 
atnicted nn outwork, (7) from which they began to pour 
such a terrific' ahower of balls upon the Nuwab^a army, 
that they retreated, and encamped ut Dumdum.{8) 

15. On the 17 th, the Nuwab’s troops invested the 
city, and on the next day they attacked it on all sides. 
Having got possession of the liouscs near tlie walls, they 

to keep up such a tremendous fire, that oo oue 
dared to stand 00 the ramparts. On this day many were 
killed and wounded, and the ouSworks being in posses¬ 
ion of the enemy, the English were obliged to confine 
themselves to the intenor of the fort. During the night 
the enemy set fire to several very large houses 00 all aides 
of the fort, and the conih^ration was terrific. 

16. After this the English held a council to consi¬ 
der what was best to be done; ( 0 ) at that time there was 
not one competent Individual among the military officers, 
who el] declared there was no deliverance but in flight. 
So many natives had taken refuge in tlie fort, that the 

(6) OiUpv. the dudc of the NorUieru dimioo of Cal- 

catta. 

(7> Upaiitrya, (Saosent) & souil or laferior (brt, fraco 

a fort. . ' * .-j - . ' ■ /fy r 

(8) DamdamS, aame of a place aboat 8 miles North*EuC 

from Calcutts> oow the Koad quarters of the Bengal Artillery, 
(from Ai. a.* Domdamt. a caTalier, a mound, a raised battery.) 

{ 9 > ^faaT? 

U (Litorally). After tbie, “what « 
proper to be done >" for the eake of consldeiiiig thia the ElsgUsh 
formed an asaembly. 


TUB HISTORY OP SEKQALi 


7 


provisions it contained could not have lasted even a 
week, it was therefore considered most advisable that> 
earl^oezt momiog, they should abandon the citj^ and 
getting en board the boats which were near the Ibrt, betake 
themselves to flight. But there was no person in tlie fort 
competent to cany these .'irrangemenU into effect) all 
were ready to give orders, but none to obey them. 

17> At the appointed time, first of all the women 
were sent. At that ensis all those in the fort and the 
boatmen were quite overcome with fear. AU rushed 
towards the river side, and the boatmen were ready to 
fly with the boats) in fact oil were anxious only about 
themselves^ach got on bocu’d the first boat he icU in 
with; the worshipful Governor Drake, and the g;allant 
commander of the forces (10) were the very first to take 
to flight, and the few boats that were at hand, in the 
course of not many minutes, betook themselves, some 
to the ships, (11) and some to Howrah, on the opposite 
bank of the river, but more than half of tlic troops and 
the respectable people remained behind in the fort. 

18. As soon as the news of tiic Governor’s flight was 
publicly known, the people who remained assembled 
together and appointed Mr. Holwell their chief. The 
fugitives having got on board of aliips, dropped down tlie 
river to the distance of nearly a coss, (Hi) and there 
remamed at anchor. On the Idth of June, the enemy 
again made an attack, but in the end were driven back. 

(10) (fron Fertiflu breve 

mao. ■ bore. 

(11) (froB Arabic /aMr,) » Sbip. (The 

corresponding Saiuerit would be Jnabiuaii. or correctly 

Armmsj/ina. iron the Sea, a&d a vehicle.) 

(llbJ jrr«t& (Saaicrit.l a msaaure of distance eqoBl to 4.000 

nibfta. or neoriy a mile and one eighth; is common acceptation two 
tailea. 


A- D. 
I7SS. 
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19. The occupierR of tJie fort had defended themselTcs 
two daysj end bad never ceased making signals to the 
people in the ships to come and rescue them, which 
undoubtedly Uiey might easily have done; but thefugi- 
Uves never made a single effort to save t)\osc who had 
been left behind. However these had still one hope 
remaining. The Royal George had anchored off Chit, 
pore. Mr. HolwcU scot two rcspcctuble persons to bring 
that ship near the fort; but on its attcmptlog to ap> 
proach; it struck on a sand-bank^ and could not be got 
off: thus even the last hope of the unfortunate 

in Uie fort was annihilated. .. 

20 . On the night of the l&th, tlte enemy set fire to 
the remaining houses situated around the fort, and oo 
the 2 Uth they again made an assault with much more 
energy than before. Mr. HolwcU, flunking it vam any 
longer to attempt to carry on the defcucc, applied by let* 
ter to Msnik Chand, the NuwaVs General, for terms of 
peace. At four o’clock in the afternoon one of tlic enemy’s 
soldieiR made a signal to stop the cannonade. (12) The 
I/Dglish, thinking tlte general’s answer hud arrived, ceased 
firing their artillery. On this the enemy Immediately 
rushed towards the rampart, and, having scaled it, beg;an 
to strive to effect an entrance into the interior of the fort. 
In the course of an hour they got possession of tiie 
place, and commenced plundering it. 

21. At five o’clock Sirajooddowlah arrived in a Chou- 
pU, (tfi) and all the Europeans were brought bto hia 
presence, Mr. Holwell’s hands were tied. The Knwab 
ordered them to he unloosed, and encouraged him by tell* 


(18) from the Peniaa ^yloy* KsMin, a how, or 

th« Ea|]iah word " comm probably tba litter. 

(13) ChaopiUt (item tbo Saosent four-footed) 

1 pilanqujfi. or litter of a pacQliu make, by grrat men. and by 
a bridegroom at hi» marriage. 
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ing him that not a hair of hie head sboitld be touched. A. D. 
He CEpresacd his nstooishment how so small a aumber 
of persons had stood out so long a^iost a force of more 
then four hundred times their number. He then held a 
court in an open pbeo, end ordered Kristna Das to be 
brought before him. Among the reasons assigned by the 
Nuwab for attacking the Cnglish, their affording an asy¬ 
lum to Kristna Das was one of the principal; accordingly 
it was universally supposed, that he would inOict con* \ 
dign puoiahment on that person; but, instead of that, he 
bestowed on him an honorary dress. (14) 

22. At about ^ or seven o’clock the Nuwab gave the 
fort into the charge of the comiuandcr of the forces, Manik 
Chand, and returned to the camp. At that time there 
were 146 European prisoners, including a lady (14^) and 
twelve wounded officers. The general began to look for a 
place where he could keep these persons in safe custody 
during that night. There was in the fort at this time a room 
eighteen feet long and fourteen broad, with only one 
small window (15) on each side for the passage of air, 
which had been used as a place of confinement for tur¬ 
bulent and ill-bebaved soldiers i into so small a place the 
Mahomedans, at that terribly hot season, threw all those 
European prisoners. 

23. That night there were no bounds to their agonies. 

The prisoners were soon tortured with dreadful thirst 
and the water which, after repeated entreaties, they ob¬ 
tained from the guards, only served to drive them nearly 
mad; each, anxious for breath, struggled to get near the 
window, and, unable to endure longer the torture, they 

(U) Uor^fsadS parief^kAsd. A 6n$6 

iadieatieg honor, (lie commoa expreesioo is from 

Arabic Kheiai. osult^ proaoanesd 

(Uj) SiU (Hiodes A lady, (TuJgarly) & wife. 

(IS) CoSdUsrd (Sanscrit) Ad airhott a Ioop.hol«, a boU's 

eye, drc. /tom an ox. ttd sbAa, an eys. 

C 
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begun to entreat the guard to fire upon them, and put 
an end to their intolerable sufferings. By degrees seve* 
ral of them expired ( 16 ) one by one, and fell on the 
grounds then the rest, standing upon the heap of corpses, 
obtained space to breathe. In this yrny several persons 
rrere preserved alive. 

84. On opening the door early the next morning it 
was found that out of 146 iiidlvidualN only t'vcuty*tliree 
were olive. ThU is the trausacdou which U well known 
as the " murder of the black*holc.'’ (17) On tliis account 
the story of the siege of Calcutta by Sirajcoddowlah is so 
dreadful to hear. Owing to this fearful outrage, this por¬ 
tion of history is still fresh in the memory of people 
of all nafioctSj and Sirajooddowlah has obtained spedal 
notoriety as a monster of orucUy: but he liad not the 
slightest (13) knowledge of the matter till early the fol¬ 
lowing morning. That night the fort was under the 
vcharge of the commander Msnik Chand, therefore that 
^iodoo alone is in reality aoswembb for the whole fault. 

85. When this cruel afiair came to the ears of the 
Nuwabj early on the morniog of the 2l6t Jiznc, he dis¬ 
played the utmost uoooncem. 

86 . Amongst the survivors of the prisoners in the 
Black Hole, Mr. Holwell was one. Tlic Nuwab sent for 
him and ordered him to point out the treasury. When be 
found that it contained only fifty thousand rupees he was 
exceedingly (19) surprised. 

(iS) J*4wA4/04(Saascnt) The stat« of resoluUra Mo 

tlu five elsmentt, death. 

(17) (Seoscrit) A blud well, a well « hole 

overgrown by grass or weeds. 

(1$^ Anfiu&tMfya (Sansciit) One jot or tittle: Mufat 

the dot over a letter ( *) roatkiog the nasal tenulnatldn ; in»otya, the 
soft aspirate marked by two perpendicular dote, thusCt) 

(19) wiiyfttfs (Saj^aent) Moeb, aicsssive,—4kooi sii, be¬ 

yond, asd oaM, end, boundary. 
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57 . SirajDoddowiah, having Temained oioa dtijs in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta, and given it the name of 
AUnagar, departed for Moorshed&bod. On the 2nd of 
Ju)f he croised the Ganges to tlie town of Hoogly, and 
eentpeople to demand some contribution a from the French 
and the Dutch: at the same time he ibrcatciicd them 
that, if they did not comply, he would reduce tlicm to the 
same wretched condition as the li/nglisli. Accordingly 
tlie Dutch sent him four lakhs (20) and a lialf of rupees; 
and the French, three lakhs and a half, and so escaped 
that time. ( 21 ) 

28. The year that Calcutta was taken and the Eng* 
lUh expelled from Bengal, via. 17^6, the Danes obtained 
permission to settle in this country, and founded the 
town of Serampore. (22) 

29. Sirajooddowlah, elated with victory, on his arrival 
at Moorshedabad, determined to attack Suku^ung, tbs 
Governor of Porneah. To establish grounds for a ciiiar* 
re), he appointed one of his servants the Military Go* 
vernor (33) of that distnet, and wrote to his cousin (24) 
(SukutjuLg) ordering him to make over charge of all 
aSairs to that person. On this that youth, being blinded 
and almost maddened with rage, wrote the following 
reply j ^ I am the rightful chief of sU this province, os 
I have obtained the grant from Delhi. Now ray ordei* is 
that you should quit Moorshedabad without delay, and go 
wherever you choose.” 


(20) Laihy^ (Ssascrit) Oq« buodred thousand, comiuoaly 
corrupted to L3i. 

<21) ^Tt5l JStra (Saoecrit) A journey, a nureh. 

(22J 5Ani^»pw (Saaacrlt) the dty of the glorious Mn, 

same of a conn about 16 miles North of Cuicutta. 

(S3) OFjyiftg (ffooi Perttan^f FaoJ^r.) An of¬ 

ficer of Police, a Magistrate. ' 

(24) PUriiyopniTa (Sanscrit) Paternal uncle’a sm. 


A. D. 
1766. 
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30. On receiving thie answer, Sirajcoddowloh couW no 
longer restxoin hia rage, and, speedily assembling an array, 
he marched towards Pumeah. Siikutjung also, on bearing 
this intelligence, marched out with an army to meet him, 
but he knew nothing at all of war bimscif and would 
not take any one's advice. The Cammandera advanced 
with the army to a strong position, having in front of it a 
marsh, which there was no means of crossing but one 
causeway. The whole army encamped there; but there 
was no competent Commander, nor any plan of proceed* 
log: all the generals posted their divisions in different 
places, as it suited the convenience (2$) of each. 

31. At length the troops of Siiajocddowlah arrived 
opposite that marsh, and began to cannonade the enemy, 
Suku^ung, seeing his amy severely injured by the fire 
of the heavy ortillery, madly ordered his cavalry to cross 
the morsh and attack. After getting through the mud 
with great difiiculty, they bad no sooner set foot on 
firm ground, than the troops of Sirajooddowloh charged 
them furiously. 

82. When Che fight was hottest, Sukutjung retired to 
the comp, to smuse himself with his women, and became 
so intoxicated with liquor that he could no longer ait up 
strragbe. His generals followed him, and began to urge 
him strongly to be present on the field. At length they 
made him mount an elephant, with a servant to hold him, 
and stafioned him at the edge of the marsh. As soon as 
be took his position there, a ball from Che enemy struck 
him on the forehead. He immediately expired and fell 
back in the howdah. (26) The troops seeing him die, 

(25) SuHd/tS {SaoMric) Prosperity, adnat^ •. Irom n, 

and 6tdU, fora, oanoer. 

(S$> MOadi (from Osrdoo so^ Haoda, corrupted from 

Anbie ? flnoebu,) An opeo seat on an Elephant. 
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broke their ranka aod fled. Two days after, the Nuwab^s 
geoenlj Mohimlal, took poaaeaaion of Puracoh, and sent 
oS to Moorsbedabad ninety laki^e of Kapcoa, ‘which he 
found in the treoaujy, and all the people of Sukutjung^a 
Seraglio. (2?) 

$3. Sirajooddowloh had not courage to be himself 
present on the field of battle i in fact ho did not advance 
further than Rajmuhal; yet he took to himself nil the 
glory of the victory, and returned to Moorshedabod with 
great pomp. 

34. We DOW return to the affaira of the English, hfr. 
Drake, havlog in a cowardly manner abandoned bis 
countrymen, sent to Madras to ask tor old, and I'cmained 
himself with hia followers at the mouth of the river, on 
board of the ships, where many persons were carried 
off by disease. 

35. When the news of this disaster at Calcutta reach' 
ed Madras, the Governor and Members of Couocil (28) 
w$re much agitated, and began to discover around them 
the most gloomy prospects; (29] tor at that time there 
was every chance of a war speedily breaking out with 
the French. The letter were at that period very power¬ 
ful at Pondichcry, and the troops of tlic English were 
very few in Dumber •, yet they came to the determination, 
that it was their first duty to afford succour to BengaL 
They then, with much baste, collected together some 
ships of war and some troops, and, placing the fleet 

CS7)^t^f|^l^*r<i4p«T<is(Saa«criy more com* 

Boaly ased) The womea's apertmeoU. 

(36) 3 « (Mentor e «m. 

harfra. Note, mtCead of adoptli^ the Eitgliah expruMQs perhaps 
the Sanscrit <mw, odJdpaH, a Chief asd 

taiiiilha Member of the roynl or Gororunieat aaeoinUy, wooJd aaa«rer. 

eTlf9CTH Charm 

•iyar AiUce Ujpijn. Uteralty. Began to see on ocean of calunity 
OQ four sides. 


A. D. 
17J&. 
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A. D- 
1720 . 


uoder the conmaod of Admiral (SO) Watson, and tho 
army uoder that of Colonel (31) Clive, despatched them 
to Bengal. 

36. Thirteen years previous to this, CHve had come 
out to Indin, at the age of eighteen, as a writer (33) to 
the Company; but having a strong turn for the -profes¬ 
sion of arms, he was admitted, at hia own request, into the 
MUitary service, and soon rose to eminence os a warrior. 
At the period of his coming to Bengal he was thirty-one 
years of age. In fact he was a youth in years, but an old 
man in wisdom. 

37 . Much time was lost in preparations at Madras, 
consequently all the ships could not get out before Octo¬ 
ber. The North East winds had then set in, therefore 
the fleet could not reach Calcutta in less than aix weeks ^ 
and two of them were even delayed longer. For the re¬ 
lief of Calcutta there were sent in all 900 Europeans! 33) 
and 1500 sepoys. ($4) On the 30th of December they 
reached Fultah, and on the 38th Moyaporc. At the latter 
there was a Fort of the Mahommedous. (35) Colonel 
Clive disembarked the whole of his forces in the course 
of that very night $ but, owing to the fault of the guides, 
he did not get near the fort before sunrise. 

38. The NuwaVs General, Manik Cband, having un- 

(30) Ed^rtl, comipUoa of Ssglieh Admiral {wenigbt 

tb* Seaaarit word 
" Chief of the Sea fbrees.") 

(3J) ^^01 Kernel, compUeo of the E^ogUsh “ ColoaoV* which 
might he rendered by the Sanecht Sikia^aJi, •' chief 

of & battalion, or cohort." 

(33) J&ro*i, (ftom Deccan Hbdee A cleA, 

(33) C^ftll (S.) Fair ccmpleuoned, a commoo Earopeao. 

(34) Sipaii (from Pertian Stpsili) A Soldier, 

(SS) hiogal (from Peraiao Jju A Mogul, alw 

applied to Mihoaunedaas in geaeral. 
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expectedly arrived there from Calcutta, aitflcI;eJ Clire. 
At that Umo, if bis troops bad clone thoir duty properly, 
the English would undoubtedly have been defeated. But 
CUve, having promp^y brought up his artillery, opcncjd 
a fire upon the euemr, and a boU having passed tlirougli 
the howdah of Mnnik Ghand, he became alarmed, nitd 
instantly fled to Calcutta. Finally, being nfrrud to remain 
even there, ho left bdiind a fomc of only five linndrcd 
mcD, and started with precipitation for MoorsIicdabad,{^C) 
with the view of joining his master. 

59. Chve immediately marched on Calcutta, but, 
before hia arrival, the fleet bad reached that city, and tlic 
place having been cannonaded for two hours without 
intermission, fell into the bands of Admiral Watson, on 
the Sd of January 175?. Thus was Calcutta recovered $ 
but the besiegers had not ooc man killed. 

(545) MpontadUSd—A aty Oo the moot sacred 

brtach of the River Gsn^. oaa^d Ihs Bbo^tmllil or Cossimbuar 
BNcr, abaut 120 miles above Csicutta. It was ongizially naviad 
MucHoosabsd,4)at the najne was cbw)|e(l by Moorahid Couly Kliao« 
wlua he traosfmcd tho scat of goveroaeot to this place io 1704. 


A. D. 
1756. 



CHAPTER XII. 


A 1>. 
] 7 ». 


1. CUve was tboroughlf conTinced (1) that unless he 
assumed a threatenis^ posture the Nuwab wcu!d never 
solicit peace. Aocordinglf, two days oAcr the recovery 
of Calcutta, be despatched ships of war and an army, and 
captured the town of Hoogly, which was at that time a 
commerdal place of great wealth and eminence. 

2. It appears that Clive, immediately ou gaining pos* 
aessloQ of Calcutta, had sent off to the Se^s (2) of Moor> 
sbedabad to ask them to act as mediators in promotiDg 
a peace between the Kuwab and the English. Sirajood> 
dowlah at drat listened willingly to their advice, but aa 
soon as he learned that Clive had taken the town of 
Hooghly and plundered its port, he became furious (3) 
and immediately ordered bis army to march towards CaU 
cutU. On the 30th of January, he crossed the Ganges 
with his troops at Hoogly Ghaut, (4) and on the 2d of 
February he arrived in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, 
where he pitched his camp, at the distance of a quarter 
of a COBS from that of Clive. 

3. Clive bad assembled a force of only 700 Europeans 
and 1200 Sepoy9, whilst the Xuwab’a army amounted to 
nearly 40,000 men. 

<1) ShSierSpi h^htfScAhU^, had well 

Or Bttorely thought or endentood. 

(2) Shdk (from Saoecrit 3Are«UM, 'The he&d or chief 

of a body of peru&s foQowiag tbe eame trade or proA>swa>) The 
title of e tribe of Qeoken. e fsnuty of whom bu been long settled at 
Moorshedabsd: they were originally J«iiu, but turned Ki&dooe. 

(a) Literally, " bUad with rs^/' 

(4) OkH, (Susent Ghaito^ A landing place, tjasy, 
wharf, ferry, bathiag-place od a river side. 
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4. Iminediately on Siraiooddowloh^s arrival, Clive had \ P' 
sent mcssengera to solicit peace. Pi*om frequent inter¬ 
views and conversations had with the Nuwab, they were 

able to ccmclud^ that, though he talked of peace, yet his 
heart was differentlj inclined. Moreover from the fright 
of the iahabitants on all aides of Calcutta, tlirough tcr<* 
ror at the Nuwab’s arrival, tlic English began to find it 
difGcult to obtain proviriona. (5) Tlicrcforo Clive consi¬ 
dered it necessary to attack the Nuwab without further 
Iiesitotiou. On the night of the 4th of February ho went 
on boai‘d the odxniraFs ship, and asked him for six 
hundred European sailors, witii whom he lauded nt 
one o’clock in the momlag (6): at two o’clock all the 
troops atood to their arms (7)? at four o’clock they at 
once advanced upon the Nuwab’e camp. The whole 
army conaiated of 1350 Euixipeans and dOO Sepoys, but 
Clive, trusting entirely to courage, with this small force, 
advanced to the attack of an army of more than twenty 
tinses thrir number. 

5. At the close of the cold weather it ia usual to have 
foggy (8) weather almost daily. So on that day, os soon as 
it was dawn, so dense a fog came on, tluit it ;vaa impos¬ 
sible to see any thing at the distance of three fathoms. 

At any rate, (8) the English went on fighting tlioir way 
until they hod quite penetrated through the enemy’s 
camp. Their total loss was two hundred and twenty 


(6) * Litar^ly, " the pcotitioas of the English began to be diflicalt 
Co he procured.’* 

{C) Liter8])v> ” one o'clock of the night-** 

(7) Sim wa oibvs Sker/ra Myi 
pr^t koilc. literally, •' taking their reapaetive mistilc weapons and 
geienJ weapons, became prepared,*' 

(8) .ffmefiM, (from Ssaurit a 

fog. a mist. 

<fi) hauti, LiteraJly—be vhat it may. 


o 



18 


TBB HtBTOtir 09 BSNOAL. 


A. D. 
i7sr. 


deo killed aod wounded, but the casualties on the side 
of the Nuwab were much more uumerpus. 

6. When the Nuwab witnessed thU attack made by 
Clive with such unimagioed daring, he was sebed with 
terror, and was enabled to perceive with how brave and 
dangerous an enemy he had entered into a contest ^ ecu* 
sequently he retreated forthwith to tlie distance of four 
cess, and there pitched his camp. CEvc made all prepura- 
tions for a second attack, but the Nuwab was tben altogC' 
ther disincliued to fight. He accordingly agi’ecd to a 
p&eidcation, and on the 9th of February be signed a 
treaty of peace. (10) 

1 . By this pacification, the ISngUah obtained the 
whole of their former rights. In addition, their mereban* 
dise was exempted from duty, ( 11 ) and they obtained 
pennission to erect a fort and establish a mint (12) in 
Calcutta. The Nuwab also agreed that be would ro* 
turn all the property which had been seized, and \vould 
pay the fair value of that which had been destroyed. 

8. Considering that the English had been victorious, 
the Nuwab looked on these terms as being, at that time, 
very favourable. CUve also reflected that in Europe war 
had already brokeu out between the French and English, 
and that the French had as many European troops in 
Cbanderoagore as he had in Calcutta \ therefore it was ab> 
solutely necessary for him to settle matters so as to be 
quite at ease with regard to the Nuwab before he pro¬ 
ceeded to attack the French. 

9. Wben the mtelligence of hos^tUs having com- 

(10) TT^i isrjiw 

literally. “ oa a paper or doeameot of peace ha Siade his aigaature.*’ 

<ll) *11^^ JWaWl (from Arabic noSswl) Custom, duty 

esdse, nve&us—the Sansent word is “iw SMb. 

(IS) IVt&Ul (from Saoscrit 6<*Sil3C 7histaeW5)a 

mat : a ms, a rupee, and *T'i9n sioia, a hooso. 
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menced between these two nations arrived in Calcutta, 
Clive proposed to the French that a neutrality should be 
adopted in India, that is to say, neither pnKy should at> 
tack the other. To this the Governor of Chandemu^oro 
replied, that be ha<l no objection to agree to hix propo¬ 
sal, (13} but if a Fwnch mditary olficcr of liii'hcr rank 
should arrive, ho might repudiate such a treaty. 

10 . Clive perceived that any such arrangement oh 
would ensure security, was irnpossiblO'^and so long us 
the French had such a large force at Chftiidcrn agora, 
Calcutta would not be safe. He also came U) the opi¬ 
nion that Sirajooddowlah had made peace only tlirough 
fear, and he would assuredly commence hostilities on the 
first good opportunity. The fact is, that Slrujooddowlah 
up to that time was ioccasantly caballing with the French, 
and hud even sent some troops to thdr assistance. 

n. Be this as it may, Clive did not think it right to 
attack the French without the Nuivab^s consent; but oh 
often as he asked permission for this purpose, tiic Nuwab 
gave him so distinct reply. At length Admiral Watson 
wrote to the Nuwab, that all the forces he expected had 
arrived, and that lie would now raise such a conflagr&ticn 
of war in his dominions, as would not bo oxtingulslicd 
by all the water of the Ganges. Sfrajooddowbh was 
ejrtremely alarmed at the perusal of this communicution, 
and on the 10 Ih of March, 184?, (14) he wrote a letter, at 
the conclusion of which he desired him to do whatever 
he thought proper. 

12. Clive took tills in the light of a permission to 
attack the French, and immediately proceeded by land with 
an ormy agsunst Cband^oagore. Admiral Watson, also 

jis) •simv vi*sns silt 

ApaJear frsslcbe fomsts AmU Smir Spatti ajj. Lltcrallj',—'* t have 
BO objeetioB to agree to yoer propeaaJ.*' 

(H) It ought sorely to be 1757 . 


A. I>- 
1757- 


io 

A. D. 
I7i7. 
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moved by water with his whole fleet, find anchored (14 i) 
near the town. Clive, with bia natural courage, exert¬ 
ed every possible endeavour, but oevertbelesa the place 
was taken by the eifbrts of the naval force alone, Of 
ail tiie engagements which the Bogltsh had up to that 
period fought in India, this was the most ternhe. The \ 
place was taken after a siege of nine days. 

IS. It is universally (15) asserted, that the KngHsh 
had gained over the French officers and soldiers by bri¬ 
bery, and that Chandernagore was taken merely through 
their treschery, (16). The 8001 * 00 , (17) of the above 
common report (18) is ibis. The French Governor, in 
order to impede the approach of the English ships, had, by 
sinking boats, nearly closed the whole of the Ganges, ; 
leaving only one narrow paasage, which was known to but ' 
a few individuals. One of the French officers named Ter- 
reneau, being, for some cause, dissatisfied with the French 
Govercor, Monsieur Renaud, went over to Clive, and dis- I 
closed to him that passage, Afterwards that person ; 
saved some money in the service of the EngUsb, and sent * 
a portion of it to his aged father in France ; but the latter ' 
returned it with disgust, saying it was the gift of a traitor. , 
This circumstance caused such depression in the mind of 
Terreneau, that he hanged himself with a handkerchief ' 
on the door of his house. (19) 

fl4j) ATtfujer, (Pefsito Zenker; sn sAcher. 

(15) SatAerSekar, (Saiucrit) All, wbeiier sbiasGe or iaa- 

Bii&ate, Qiuv«nal wiUi TjT moving, V75S stuiooery.) 

(15) (SuKrit) Ti«acher 7 

(fk^pr coofidecce, nd dwbvyec, witb an affii, dsootios 

quality, office, &c.) 

(17) MU (Saaecrit) root, origin. 

(18) Jenarci, lUport, nuuor,—from toankud, and 
aoood. 

(19) Xitenily ," bavieg futened abandkerchcef roond his throat, hy 
haoginf hiuMlf to the door of hia hooio, ha abaodoaed liu tife." 
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H. By the treaty with Sirajoo^dowUh the English 
obtained liberty to eetcblish & niint and build ft fort. 
They had for more than sixty years iacessontly petitioned 
in yftin to obtain these two privileges. The old fort of ChI- 
cutU> which was so easily taken by the Nuwab, liad been 
built witii gi’cftt accrcoy. Accordingly) itomcdtately afiur 
the treaty) Clive delaying no longer about building n 
forti^ess which should be imprcgnnblc to Native arnuPN) 
laid the foundation^ in the year 1757> of tiic present fort* 
and diligently set about its completion. 'VVhcii ho got 
the plan, ( 20 ) he was unable to judge of the pwliftldc 
expense—but ef^er tlie work was commenced, Iiu gradually 
discovered, that it would cost two crores (21) of Rupees i 
it was, however, then too late to make any change. In the 
same year a mint was ostablisbed) and on the loth of 
August of that year English money was first coined iu 
Bengal. 

15. Clive having thus, by force, established the Eng¬ 
lish power, came to the conclusion, in his own mind, 
that this power could be preserved by forcible mcnsurca 
alone. He had from the first determined, that it would 
never do for the English to remain unconcerned; tlicy 
would be obliged to constantly strike oat now onterprizca. 
He was particularly anjrioua that the French should not 
again be allowed to obtain a footing in Beugal. (23) 

16 . There was at that time in the Deccan (23) a French 

(so) •J^^lMiAsAtfCfrwnArabic A picture, map, 

p)&o. 

(SI) C7tl^ K«H. (Saaserit) A croit or ten mUlioos': !t is usually 
comapted into CSpf? kror, 

(82) aa-T ?n San^aWe prabetk 

kant* «c pit, Uterally-Hibould not b« allowed to msU so entrance 
iato Seogal. 

<83) .DaiAyiw rafyf (Saoeorlt) la the southom 

domjBton or territory. 
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General named Bues 7 > who by the conquest of much 
territory had become very powerfoL Sirajooddowloh 
mode merely on external (34) professioQ of friendship for 
the English, and at the same Ume was constantly writing 
to the above named French Qenera], inviting him to 
advance with an army into Bengal and attack them. Several 
of these letters were intercepted, and came into the hands 
of Clive. He (the Nnwab) could not forgive the English 
for having bumbled him; (33) and occasionally liis anger 
would burst forth. A gentleman named Watts was tho 
Resident at his Court. (36) One day the Nuwob would 
threaten to impale bim; the next day he would send him 
a dress of honor. One dsy he would, in a fury, tear to 
pieces a communication from Clive; the next day he 
would write him a letter in a tone of mildness and 
humility. 

L7. The English saw clearly that as long as this 
headstrong (37) boy should remain Governor of Ben¬ 
gal, they could not prosper In any way. Whilst they 
were, in consequence, revolving in their minds by what 
plan they might ensure seennty to themselves, they 
received a letter from several officers connected with tho 
Nuwab’s Court. (3B) 

18. Sirajooddowlah bad, by his wilfulness and cruelty, 


<24) 7^ nS^a. Litsrs]ly»o&ly nth Us mouth. 

(9$) Utsrally—The CogHsb bs4 nsde him short, vr a iwrf, there¬ 
fore he could Qot be without enget towards Uiem. 

(93) OtsrhUf (from Feniso^b^A DarltSj) House, court, 

bah of aodieece. 

{2D Dvi&iUa, (Saascrit) tmta4DMbIe, ootesebable—from 

pardde »gmffios,mth diScutty. andWt^ put participle of 
tame, to pacify. 

(M) Sharks, (from PsrBiea^lJ^ sorMr Literally head 

or mrce of bodoeas) A Court, Ooveramest, SuperlotendeDt. 
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excited the }iig;heet disgust ia the minds of these per- 
sooa^ and they also looked upon thaif property, their 
honor, and their lives to be in ronstsmt danger. (29) 
In Che previous year they bud unuaimoubly ruKolvcd to 
place SukuCjung upon the throne; but this tliclr ilcsigu 
bad been defeated, 'fboy now staked their lives to de¬ 
pose Scrajooddowlsh at ad events, and secretly cliAputuh- 
ed a letter Co the Srugllsh to solicit their ossistiinoc. 

19. The Hindoos have oji impression, (SO) tliat the Inn d- 
holders (31) of the country called in tlic Eitgltsh to remove 
the dread of Sirajooddowish’s tyranny, and to take [)os- 
session of the Government. Therefore it is necessary to 
record It (32) in this place, that neither the Zumcendur 
of Burdwan, Nudes, Rajshahec, (33) nor of any other 
district had any concern in this revolution. Their 
duty was merely to collect the revenue, and, therefore, 
they possessed no power. (34) The followiixg persona 
were principally active in this business, namely: the 
members of the powerful family of the Seths, treasurers (3S) 
of the emperor of Delhi; the General, Mecr Jafir, I’ay- 


(29) SAfihtoTipiuiM (Sooscrit) Arrived uk danger: from 

difficulty, duaggr, acd orriwd aa 

(SO) SAauiiciv (Sanscrit) ApprchcosluR, cenci-Ttiun. 

(21) la JsmJtiir (from Peniaa j a -l^ ZaNtimlar)% 

UodhoUcr, proprietor of land, fsmer. The carrek<j>oo<ting Sasecrit 
would be from land, end ^fV* 

poieetsed of. 

(22) 9^ t!irdiSTii iari A eorapouod verbal noun, sig- 
nifyiag literally " to make eonarmed, settled, or decided.” 

(SS) SsrddJumSa, S'yaiA&k*. 

Nemea of three sometndareea in Beogol, 

(34) ‘ST^TC*?? ^931 T9 Tih^er Hyvaati lei, Uterally— 
“ whst their power f“ 

(36) (eorrapted from fCiasaac/ir) 

A treesurer; from the Arabic k&ana, a treasme, wd the Tarkigh affi* 
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master of the troops, and two wealthy merchants, named 
OomichondmidKhojaK (36) Wuaecd. These persons alone 
solicited Cliro to come with hb army to depose Sirujood> 
dowlsh, and place Meer Jahr on the throne. 

20. Then the English perceived that, even without 
their aid, this revolution, (37) would take phice, atid tiuit 
by affording their assistance many advantages would 
probably accrue to thorn: but nearly all the members 
of Council at that time were of a timid disposition j they, 
thcrefoi’c, wanted courage to enter on such an a^ir. 
Admiral Watson also was of opinion, that it was a picoo 
of presumption on the part of men who had hitherto 
been engaged in the ordinary business of commerce to 
undertake to depose the Governor of the country. But 
Clire was a fearless, (S3) and daring man, in whom dan* 
ger, instead of producing dread, excited greater courage. 
He was therefore disincUoed to shrink from the piopo&al 
before them. (S9) 

21 . Clive, durlog the two months of April and May, 
commeooed, throirgh the instrumentality of Mr. Watts, 
the Resident at Moorshedabad, to secretly nego^te 
with (40) the chief officers of the Nuwab, and this with 
such secrecy , that not a suspidon ever crossed the mi ad 
of dirajooddowlah except once; and Chen he summoned 

cU. The eoiropoadiai SaaserU word would be ^haud 

dhfoitkfai wadth, sod superlnteodeot. 

(36) S\a 3 i (from Pereioa Mica/flA) A aao of 

^Icoction. a rich morthast. a fecelemui, t Gorenior. 

(37) (SameritJ upsetting or chongiog 
of Goreraon. 

(38) AhUihhe^ (a Suacrit compound) fesrlew. iip- 
dauDted, (^ ooU froio esy where, fear.) 

(3fi) Arrived, conu near. 

(40) negotiation. Intrigue, 

cootrivanee. 
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Meer Jafir, and made him touch the Koran, (41) and swear 
that he would never be guilty of trcaclicry. (43) 

22. Just as every thing was arranged, Oomicband 
resolved to defeat this project. TJiis man'a wealth was 
immense, but bis covetousness was still greater, It was 
agreed with hicD,t}iatj ou the completion of tins artUir, ho 
should receive five per cent, of all the treasure that should 
come to hand. But, sot satisfied even with tliis,ho went 
one day at a late hour to Mr. Watts, und declared, that if 
thirty lalvhs additional were not assigned to liim in 
writing, he would immediately go to the Nuwab, and 
reveal to him the whole' of the plot. Had he done ao. 
Watts aod all who were mixed up in this ofhiir wouhl 
have been immediately punished with death. Mr. \Vatta, 
in order to gain time, did every thing to soothe the traitor, 
and immediately wrote a letter to Calcutta. 

33. Clive was thunderstruck, (43) at the receipt of this 
news. He reflected that Oomicband was endeavouring 
by wicked means to extract money, and was therefore 
a public enemy t consequently it was lawful to employ 
any artifice to defeat his villainy. On this conclusion 
be wrote to Mr, Watts to allow Oomltband^a churn, 
and he prepared two treaties, in one of which the subject 
of giving thirty lakhs of rupees to this person was 
included, aod in the other It was not men^oned. Tiie first 
of these was ahown to him, and his mind was thereby 
set at ease. A stipulation was then entered into with 

(41) irc-f^a flMm AraWc ) The Gerae,book coa- 
tiiioui|;the precepts, &c of Mehommsd. 

(42) Jit :ri 

Si fiapaih MiUn Je fyti katiana krUcgkna fmbo «a. LilertUy 

made him swear this oath, that I will oevet be trtacbertus*’ 
uosnleful: “from Whet ii done, aad ^ deetroymg, obliterating" 
from (he root ?^to slay. 

<43) HtaobuddU (Saowm) Bereft nf asQM (« rompound 

of the ^'oAinafAl class nnderstanding.) 

K 


A. 1). 
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Mecr Ja6r that as the English should advance, Ko should 
separate bis force from that of his mastor, and should join 
the English. 

8i. Everj thing being thus arranged, CHtc ^otc a 
letter to Sirajooddowlah to the following effect: "Your 
Highness has committed many injurious acts against the 
English i has broken the articles of the treaty of pvnee; 
has not made good injuries as stijmiuted; and has invited 
the French to drive the English out of Bcngsil. I am, 
tbereforo, about to proceed inysidl to hfoorKlicduhad, nud 
shall impose on your chief officcro the duty of deciding 
on all points.” 

25. The Nnwab, es soon as he perceived the oi tful 
style of this letter, and read that Clive was coining in 
person, became much disconcerted, and, hastily assem- 
bling a force, ndvsoced towards Plassey. (44) CHve march¬ 
ed with his army at the commencement of tho month of 
June 1757 » on the 17th he arrived at Cutwah, (45) and 
next day took the fort at that place by assault. 

26. On the 19th of June it began to rain with great 
violence. Clive began to hesitate in his own mind whe¬ 
ther he should cross the river to engage the Niiwab, 
or retreat; for he had not up to that time seen any sign 
of Meer Jafir, nor even received a letter from him. He 
then assembled all the olEcere and held a council. They 
unanimously voted against fighting. CUve at first adopt¬ 
ed their doci^OQ; but at last, after mature consideration 
of the subject, trusting to fortune, (46) he adopted the 

( 44 ) PoiOaU (probsbl7 from tbe csllad 

Butts troadoea. bearisg beautifol oruge flowers,) osaie of a place 
eisltnE 90 miiea from Moorshedsb&d to the Sooth, oa the left or East- 
era bash of the Rinr Kooght;. 

(45) Kstvti, Kama of a town 75 miles North (iom Cal- 
euUa. Ob the right or West baiUc of the river Hoogly. 

(46) 

nUy redectipg. whatever ie in fate” ftfuU tnU happtn}. 
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allcrna^vc of fighting. He hfid justly concludctl, tliut 
if, after having advanced so fax he should then retire, all 
hopes of tile progress of the KnglUli in Boug^d woiil<i 
be at once cut off. 

27 . Oil the i?2d of Jimt! at the troop- hogiiu 

to cros!- the Gunge^*, (-17) aud »vt nhmit fouj* ()*cIook in I. he 
afternoon, the whole anny hu<l trached tin: o|iposi(o 
bank. 'ITien pushing oil witliontn liult tliry arrived at ( lie 
Grove (dy) of Phuscy, ut about one o’clock the next 
morning. 

28. Immediately the day dawned, tiic cngjufcmcnt 
commenced. Clive began to look out with an anxious 
heart for the coming of Mccr Jafir and his troops 5 but 
even up to that time no signs of them could be scon, llie 
Nuwah had 15,000 Cavalry and 35,000 Infantry in tlie 
6 eld. He liimsclf was in Uis tent (40) in the rear, sur¬ 
rounded by tlattci’crs. Mccr Miuidun had commenced 
the fight. Mccr Jafir was present with his force, but 
was not engaged. 

29. About noon both the legs of Mccr Muddun, Com¬ 
mander of the Army, were carried off by n cannon hall. 
He was immediately convcye<I to the Nuwitb’s tent end 
expired in his presence. At this sight tlic Niiwab was 
much a^tated, and began to sus[>ect his servants of trea- 


(47) OuMffS (SanMnU) The rinr Gen^. This name is res- 
tiicted Europeens (o the larfe breach which is called hy the natives 
tiie Poima, aad the branch here alloded to is styled by die lomivr as 
well as the latter “ the Hooghly." 

(48) (Sanscrit) A grove, a bower, a place overgrown 
with elembiag plants, (the common word for a grove of trees \% 

SSgun from Pemaa cfi.eU Bighin, irregular plural of 

Bigh, a gardes, orthard, grove. This grove of PInmey has been swept 
sway by the eneroaebueata of the river. 

(49) ^l^ToBiru. (fcom Hindee^.^ TbniS) a teat: the cornai* 
posilisg Sanscrit word ie ^3*^^ literal " eloth-houec” or 


I>. 
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chciy. (SO) th&Q seat for Moer Jafir^ and placing his 
turban (51) on his feet^ he^ with much humtUtj^ addreaacd 
to him the following entreaty: " At least formy grand- 
fatber*s sake forgive my faults and aoust me at this mo> 
Rient of calamity/^ 

$0. Jaflr promised that he would be faithful to his 
duty, and, as a proof of it, advised the Nu>rab that, ns 
the day was far advanced, he should rccal the troops, nncl 
that next day they should, with the favor of the Al- 
mighly, (53) assemble all the forces, and be prepared for 
battle. Accordingly the Nuwab sent orders to his officers 
to discontinue the fight. The NuwaVs Commander, Moiiun 
Lai, was engaged in fierce conflict with the English when 
be received this order, and with great reluctance desisted. 
At this sudden inertness on his part, the troops became 
dispirited, and, breaking their order, fled on all aides. 
Thus Olive gained with ease a complete victory. 

31. Then Siiajooddowlah mounted a camel, and, 
travelling all night, with an escort of 2,000 cavalry, he 
arrived at about eight o’clock next morning at Moorshe- 
dabad. He immediately summoned his chief ofiiccrs and 
ministers into his presence ; bat they all betook them> 
salves to their own homes. To eay nothing of others, (SS) 
even his father- in4aw deserted him at that moment. 

(50) <£^1 

\ SboJtff bkniyadiglii, biifuei* y&ltak &oiiyS 

And begiso to eospeet his Bemate, cajUi^ them On 

bis mifld) traitors. 

(51) (Sanscrit Heat, and to oppose) 

• Turban! ihe cobidod words Pi^ from Hiadee tlTT^ 

Popfl. 

|5S) yaja&fcwor, (Sanscrit) The lord of the world, 

(&omi*?sf,thftWMld,and^5 2»W« the Lord. "Of the world 
tbs Lord"—a compoond word of the ekes" Ts^irmAa" of the math 
or genitive case.) 

«8) ^Caj3 ^ jnytr kam i^tUhtk. Literally, 
i«t die jDBOtioo of othen remain afar off, 
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S 2 . In this way he passed the whole day alone in his 
palace (54). At length, being in utter despoil*, (55) he re¬ 
solved on an extraordinary expedient, At about tlircc in 
the morning be placed lua wives and several favorites 
in covered ourts, and Uaving taken in tlicm as much gold 
and jewels aa could be coimmiciitly carriwl, started for 
Bhugwnngidah. lluhig arrived ihcro, her got on i)oaivl 
a boot, and pwceedud, with tlic view of joining the Fri'uch 
General, M. Law, to wbnm bo hsul pwviously written a 
letter desiring him to advance fmin Vatua. 

.33. Tiio total loss of the Eiigli>;h in killed a)id around- 
edat the battle of Plusscy amounted to twenty hbu’OpeinkS 
and fifty sepoys. At tlie close of the eng-igcniunt Mu<5r 
J^afir bad an interview with Clive, and congratulated him 
on hia victory. They then proceeded together tou'ards 
Moorshedabad. Meer Jafir, on his arrival there, took 
possession of the royal palace. 

34. The principal men of the city and the chief 
officers of the Government met t<^cther and formed un 
assembly. Then Clive, rising (56) from his scat, took 
the hand of Meer Jafir, and, placing liim on a throne, 
saluted him as the Nuwab of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa. 
After this both of them entcrod the Treasury, accom- 
paikied by several respectable Europeans, and by Clive’s 
Dewan (57) Ham Chand, and bis Hoonshcc (53) Nabd> 

(5i) iflpTtff A palace,: more usual cipmatoju, ut -TTW 

or e King's boose. 

(SS) ?€r*r ffetiaha, (Saasent) DMpopding. dcspaihng; from 
destroyed, bops (iu whom): beiog a coropouad word of the 

Fihttvrihx claw. 

(5S) snral^fru OHrstm* HawQg made rising of 
the body tbs body, and rising.) 

(57) ^*5371^ Dtaiz, (from Pervan Diwia) a steward, 

miaiiter, secretary. 

(50) l/vasM (A/aUc, KensA!) A writer, amaau- 
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I<risbto> but thef did not find there, both fn gold tnd 
silver, more than two crores of Rupees. 

$5. The bistorinn of those times, mdeed, asserts, that tb is 
was only tlie outer Ticasury, and that, besides this, there 
was another within t)ic furrudo apartments, of {the c^isU 
ence of) which Clive did notgjiin intitnadon, and which 
contained (treasure to the amount of i not loss than ci^ht 
0011 !$ of Rupees, in gold, silver and jewels: moreover he 
confidently asserts that the following’persons shared the 
above treasui*e among Utem, namely, Meur Jufir, A.rQoer 
Beg Khan, RamCbaiid, and Nabalvristo, and this indued 
does act appear very improbable: for Ram Chand at that 
time received a salary of only sixty rupees a month i but 
ten years after, he died, leaving property to the amount of 
one crore and twenty'five lakhs of Rupees. Again, the 
salary of Munshl Nabakristo also was not more than 
sixty rupees a month: he, some (short) time after, ol> 
tained the title of Rqa, (59) anrl, on the occasioa of his 
mothers Shr&lh, (60) expended,without inconvenience, 
nine Ukbs of Rupees. 

36. The English were now relieved from alh. their 
difficulties. In the month of June 1756, their factory had 
been plundered, thtir commerce destroyed, and their 
agents cruelly punished with death; in a word, ( 61 ) all 
their copnection with Bengal was Quite put an eud to. 

eosis, sontory. (lo India, amongst Eoropesos, the word eomnooly 
ineaita “ a tator, a teacher of Panian or Htadiutaoi. a language 
luetar’'—^SAoiwprare.) 

(59) Tt^opidAi. (.^eoaciit) {A compoond word of the 

KanasdAnroys clus, from Sija*. n King, prioce. the K being dropped 
m compoeitioD, and a title. discnulAative appellation, nick- 

iiame.) The title of Eega. 

(SO) S^sddia, (Sanscrit.) A fnaersl ceremony observed at 
vahooe fised pe^ods, (^^1 SJirSddAa fkith. and ^*1 or ^ or m 
affix of paseion or relstion.) 

(01) ^ /(AiA ih' iaAi6e, What more ahall I aay I 
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Biifi in the month of June of the year 1757, they had 
not only recovered possoitsioii of their factory, but they 
biul coiiqucr:*d their enemy, Sinyooddowlah, and made 
4 dependent of their own the Nnwab. Their opponents 
the French also h^wl hern cspcUvd fr<nn Ri>n;piL 
37 . It now only rernuliird tn m:ikt« up their los'^es 
from the Trcnxury of Moorshedebad. On this point Uie 
following stipulation wiet made: tliut a a.mre of Hu* 
pec9 should lie ^veii (ts oonipensiitjon for loss MiiKtuinccl 
by the Comptuiy; that {illy l/tklis should be nssi^ncilfor 
the Euitipcuns who had sutliTcd losaw* iij the tukiuR of 
Calcutta, and lu the same way twenty kkhx for ttu' Hoa- 
galiies and seven lukhs for the Armctiiuns. Besides 
all this a hnndsorne gnituity was awarded to the foixics. 
All the Company's servants also wluk had placed Mccr 
Jafir on the throne were not dUiippointcd (hS). Clive 
obtained sixteen hikhs^ and tliu other members of the 
Council qIso received sums of somewhiit lus<s ainoucL 
S3. It was also screed tit at the privilcgui< of the Hi ><11 

should be eoufirmccl ({>$) to the same extent us before. 
All the spare included within the Mahratta Ditch {(i-i) 
and extending to 2,4(KJ cubita(d3 ) beyond it wax to belong 
to them. AU the country to the south of Calcutta as 
far 08 Culpee was to be the Company's furm*-'and tlic 

(62) SehcMia. (Sanscrit) IXecival, imiiMcd cs» ciwutvd. 

(Part participle of » cheat.) 

(dd) (2^m reraioa Is? its pince unchnnfcd. 

(64) W3A4f«Aira lAV. (Saaacrit) from 
oBfne of 4 coQQtry in Che Deccan, also its ioliabIl4nts» aiwl 

a Uitch, nofti, poud, pit The Mahratts (bteb. Name of adlCch or inout 
on the North, Base and costh sidoa of O&leutta, Jug tu keep u(f the 
sodden inroads of the Mahrattss. The West »Js of the city is pro. 
tect«d by the Gaogee. The "ditch" stiU exists, but is now very 
abaJlov, sod in sonie parts filled up. 

(65) ^ *r3 ’• CkAc9 sAnfa JAnasA Six huiulrvd dAoRv^, or 

hows, each being a measure eoucsining fbor cubits. It should bo 300 
Zfhakju, equal to 6OO Yards or 1200 Cul/Ui. 


A. IX 
1757. 
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French were never again to obtain permission to settle 
in that country. 

89. Sirajooddowlah having arrived at lUjmuhai from 
Bhugwangolah approached the hut of a Fakcer for 
the purpose of cooking some victuals for his wile and 
daughter. He Iwd formerly been guilty of great tyranny 
towards the Fakoer. The latter immediately gave iutU 
matioa of his arrival to his pursuers, who came and 
seized him. He now began to make the humblest 
increases to the very persous, to whom, a week before, 
he would DOt have spoken^ but they were deaf to his 
intreaties, aud, after plundering him of all liis gold and 
jewels, took him back to Moorsbedabad. 

40. At the time be was brought into the city, Meer 
Jahr, having indulged to great excess in Opium, ( 67 ) ^vas 
in a dead sleep (68). His son Mesrun, one of the wicked¬ 
est men of the tiroe, henrlng Sirajooddowlah bod arrived, 
ordered him to be confined near his own ap{u*tment,and 
in tbe course of an hour or two piuposed to his com> 
panions (69) to slay him; but they, each and all, refrised. 

41. There was a person named Mahommedy Beg, 
whom Aliverdi Kbao had brought up. At last, this wicked 
wretch (70) undertook (71) to carry into effect that cruel 

(C6) PfisWr (Frois Arabic a 

Mahometan rwadicant. . 

(67) ^pAea, (froai Arabic Opium. 

(66) Abso/piion ia (from ^S1 comiptioa of 

Ttmdrc. Sleepiaase, drovataeae, and a Iranea, abaorptioa of the 

faeolties.) 

(69) ^550 .8«ya49ra (8aiucrii) One of ibe aaiae age, a fiiend, an 
aasodaee (from a^,) 

(70) (Sanscftt) Vile, bad; from ^ o parIkU impljiog 
predation, badnna, &c. eod the aoal. 

(71) ^3 5Aar jroAa* iarita. Accepted the harden 

or reapoosibilitj. 
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business. As soon as ho entered the room the unfor^ 
tunate ( 72 ) Nuwab >708 able to conclude what was the 
object of his coming, and said in a pitiful tone; " I must 
assuredly suffer death as an atonement for having slaia 
Hoo9«ii Koolce Khan without any fault/’ As soon as 
be hod uttered tlicsc words the muitlcrcr (73) cut off his 
head with a sword. (7d) After several t|uickly repeated 
blows lie exclaimed *' I liuvc .siilfurcd tlic rctrihutioii of 
Hoosein Koolce Khan’s murder,” and then, expiring, fell 
on the ground. 

42. He (the murdci’cr) then hanked his body into 
pieces, and casting it ui a careless and ignominious man¬ 
ner on the back of an elephnnt, conveyed it by a crowded 
h^hway to a burial-place. (75) At that time all men ob¬ 
served that the driver, (73) having occasion, for some eauBc, 

» to stop the elephant on the way, tbe animal stood on the 
verj place where eighteen mouths previously Sirajooddow- 
lah had slain Hoosein Koolce Khan: and that, on the very 
spot where the innocent blcod of the latter had been shed, 
there fell s few drops from the mangled carcase of the 
former. 


(7S) Halairhiffjm, (Sanscrit) Uorortooate : from 

(whose) forUioe ; being a compound woi^ of the 

(73) Hat^M (Sanscrit) a Murderer: from Mor- 

dec and a doer (the conmon word is Fersiao 

XAAai. from Kh&t, blood.) ^ 

(74) Thro&m (Sanscrit) A sword, scyttctar (the corruptiou 

Thnwr and Thfver are more coramonly used, ei. 

pccially the latter.) 

(75) 77? Xai» (Cron Anble 9a3r) a grave. 

(7d) MshU (St) An Elaphant driver, or keeper (in Oordoe 

AfoAdtfat, is Sanscrit JlfoAdndfra from 

great. andTTT^ wealth, oiateiial, requisite.) 

r 
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1. The aulhoi*it 7 of Mcer Jatir at ojicc acknow¬ 
ledged in the three provinces witl\out opposition, (1) 
but it very soon became evident, that lie had not the 
least knowledge cpf busiuesa. He was naturally (2) 
stupid, cruel, and covetous. He fii-st of all resolved to 
plunder the property of the eminent Hindoo officers 
•who bad amassed great wealth under the mle of former 
Nuwahs. Amongat these the chief minister Raja Kae 
Dooriubh, was not only very wealthy, but bad nn army 
of his own, amounting to six thousand men. On him, 
before al4 Mcer Jafix f\:ced his aim. 

2. This able individuid bod been the meet zeal¬ 
ous amongst those who bad placed Meer Jafir on the 
throne. When the conspiracy was formed to depose 
Sirajooddowl&h, it was Roe Doorlubh who suggested to 
the conspirators the propriety of making Meer Jadr the 
Nuwab 'y neveiihelesa ^e latter began now to plan the 
utter ruin of the former. In fact, Meer Jafir had con¬ 
ceived such an intense degree of enmi^ towards him, 
that, suspecting SIrajooddowIah’s youngest brother was 
on terms of friendship with him, he slew this young and 
unoffending prince; and Rae Doorlubh himself escaped 
that time only by taking refuge with the EogUsh. 

(I) SbyaXata r&f«, io an Qo^eputsd fora). 

(S) SAmiits&oreA (Saaswit) From or aeeordioi to na- 

rural property or dispounoa Kature, diapoaitkm, and tbs afflx 

which U put for all die caaea) 
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$. Uaja Ramnarayau had been for a Jong; period the 
Deputy-GoTcmor (3) of Buliat. (4) The Nn'rab re¬ 
solved to displace himj sci^c all 1 iUh'c:cI^> and give the 
Goveroorehip to his own brother. In Clive’s opinion 
the latter was morcatupul than even Mccr Jufir himself. 
Ram Singh the Governor orMidnnporo (5) wna also alien¬ 
ated beeanse the Nuwab liacl put hU hrolluT into 
prison without any fault. 'I'ln; l)e]nity Gcjvornor *)f 
Piimcoh, Adul Singh, through the evil enuncil of the 
ministcra^ rose in rebellion. 

4. Tims, in five montiis aficr the at^cc!>»on of Julir 
to the throne, rebellion showed itself in tlirec districts. 
/Uarmed at this, lie applied to Clive for aid to appease 
the spintof disafibction» Clive waa that ^mo an object 
of confidence throughout Bengal, and this fooling was not 
miaplaeed, for he put on end to tlicsc three rebellions, and 
yet not a drop of blood was shed. 

5. At the liumhic entreaty of the Nawab, Clive pass¬ 
ed through Moorshedabod on his way to Patnn. 'nie 
Nuwab hod not yet paid the greater portion of fclic 
money which It hod been stipulated should bo made over 
to the EogHsh. Therefore Clive, on arriving at the ca¬ 
pital, mtimated that it was proper some arrangement (fi) 


A. n. 
1758 . 


(3) DtpuH Oaharnar, eomipUon of Ihe HnKlUh 
eipression *'Deputy Governor/' We mi|Utaw instead the Arabic 

iVAcmortbc Sanscrit U[iS4kiiiOll 

(4) BVtSr (SaaKrit) Roomiog ioi plcaeore. A lisMd' 
dAc or Jclu coBTent. The itstac of a province to tlie north-west of 
Beoisl, which was fomeriy a ^e&t seat of Che BQd’dhiat reli^on. 

(6) Afeiiir^r. Name of a district to the eovth- 

wcjtof CelcuUa Cit^,) 

(8> foadoMr (from Persian Dekda^ 

isef.l Serttemenc, arnmgemeet: is as Indigenons word of th« 

etoie meuiag,but hoe usually the corrupted Per^an word af* 
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should be znade for discharging the irhoU amount. 
Accordingly the Nuwab assigned over to him, in pay* 
meat of the debt, all the revenues of the three districts 
of Burdwao, Nudlya, and Hoogly. 

6. When this business was arranged, Clive marched 
with a force consisting of both Natives and Europeans 
towards Patna. On his arrivol there, lUmnarayun placed 
himself under hU protection, (7) and said that if be bad 
tbe safeguard of the English, he could remain in allegi* 
aoce (3) tohU master. At Clive’s earnest persuasion the 
Nuwab became recontiled (9) to Itamnarayun. The lat¬ 
ter immediately repaired to the camp of Meer J adr, who, 
on his showing due mai’ks of honor, refrained tliis time 
from displacing him. After this, Clive and the Nnwab 
returned together to Moorshedabad. Raja Rae Door- 
lubb bad been all along izx their company, ( 10 ) having 
come to tbe conclusion, (It) that as long as the Eng¬ 
lish were present there was a chance of security, and no 
longer. 


fixed to ii tbcB, Sitihaidi, an arraoseoient, anwofenient 

of lots. 

(7) h«iya. EsTing become a ro- 

fQgc«» orooe coma for protection, '‘Tiq Protectioo, aiylom, 

Come, a SuaKritcompoand of tb» Class Tatpvrna>>« of (h« fourth, or 
datira ease. 

(6) ,jyp9rd)a^«rA(8aa8cht)Obeyingordew, 

as order and Followiog, iruCatisg, obeying, from the root 

to exist, remaio." preceeded by a prefli implymg " after” 
&c.; a eompoosd of tbe class of the Sod or acensuive case.) 

(9) ^ibvdit. (Sanscrit) free from anger. 

(Id) &Hno6AaiysASr. (SiMcrit-)Sodety,asaoda- 

tion (tha partieCea ^1% ft and ^t'S^.p/efixed to from the 
root^ to take) 

(11> Literally “ he bad la bla own miad made certainty or positive 
conclusion.” 
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7 . Jsfir’s son, Meerun, was highly clissatisfied that the 
affairs of Patna bad been settled in this matincr. It had 
been the purpose of both father and son to humble the 
powerful Hindoos and to plunder their wealth j but on 
tlua occasion such had not been the j gn the contrary 
their influcticc liad been strengthen e<l. ConKC<juent)y 
they both began to be di.scontcntcd that (^livo Kh«)iild 
possess such u degree of power. Koniiiiully, JadrwuK the 
Huwab of the throe l^revincca; but in reality he wan 
nothing. Clive was every thing. 

8 . Only two years before this, the English were in 
the habit of giving money to seek tlic favor of curtain 
great men, to speak a single good word for them tu the 
Nuwab; now, tliesc very persons woro obliged to pay 
court to the English. Tlic Moosulmans begun to ebaerve 
that the acute Hindoos bad given up all deference to t)ic 
weak Kuwab, and ia every case addressed their applica* 
tions direct to Clive. But the latter managed matters 
with such wisdom and judgment, that during his admi* 
nistratioD no manner of confusion occurred. 

9. At this penod 3 new enemy presented himself on 
the borders of Bengal Shah Alum, the sou of the un¬ 
fortunate Emperor (13) of Delhi, having quarrelled with 
his ihther, eotered into a treaty witli the Soobadurs (L3) 

(12) &uw^<, (Ssoserit) ApsrtnouDt soverclgo, noc who 
roles OTsr other prioces ud bae perfbnaed lhci2^’aSM;a sacrinoe (Crum 

Son. apaiUcU and prefi* Implylog “ Prcfectloa. tQtaJity''&e. end 
root " to ahioe,’') other Saoscrit worda of the wme meaning arc 
of ewnmoB occurreaw. a» TTWlf^iT^f R^adMrSJ. " of kings the 
Uog” Sovereign ruhog 4 Ciolro or doainion 

which ntends froro eea to »esu" The correapooding Pcra'iao word is 
Kl&g of kiege.** 

(13) ^n?t9 (Ar. and Penian Sa2«Adsr.) 

The Chief, Viceroy, or lieutmat of a Prov'aee. 


A, D. 
1726. 


THE ni 9 T 0 &T or fiENGAL. 


S8 

A. D. of Allahabad (14) and Oude, (IS) aod ad\*flriccd with a 
lat^e arcQj to invade Behar. The object of these two 
Soobadora waa, not ao much to afford aid to the PrineCj aa 
to aacertain whether thef could not appropriate totUem> 
Belvesj at tbia favorable juncture^ part of the dominiooa of 
Bengal. Shah Alum addressed to CUve a letter to the 
following purport: ^If you will assist me in the ccinplc> 
tion of my project, I will gradually bestow upon you the 
Goveraorship of each province.^’ But Clive rcpbed,tljat 
he was precluded from adopting a line of conduct inimi* 
cal to Meer Jafir. At this same time the Bmperor of Delhi 
addressed a mondate to CUve, enjoining the latter, if be 
aaw his rebellious son, to immediately (16) scii^chim and 
forward him to the Imperial court. (17) 

10. Meet Jaftris troops had become very refractory 
for want of pay: there was, therefore, not the least pros¬ 
pect of resisting this invasion through their instrumen- 
lality i he was consequently obliged again to apply to 
Clive for assistance. The latter accordingly marched 
with baste towards Patna, in the year 17&S, but the 
affair had been settled In a way before bis arrival. The 
Prince and the Soobadar of Allahabad bad berieged 

(U) Pra^ig, A esUbrsted pUcs of pilgrimage; the coo- 

flaeace of the Gangea ami the Jumoa with the auppoeed sobCerra- 
DcQus additioa of the Sartawati, heaea alto called TVtkiw, 

three *' braids of bair‘’ (from a particle impbiag '* excellescy^ 
&C. prefixed to the root to worebtpplace where wonUtp 
i» peculiirl; aSrectoue) the modem “ 

(15) (SacKrit) the capital of Raoia. the tDodcra 
^»adh, (from ^ oegallve particle aod the root '• to aake wv/’ 
not to be wamd agaioit.) 

(16) JT^ed, (from Arabic ij.>e Qoad.) IntprisoiuncQt, 
bondage. 

(17) Literally. "Imraediatel/on getting et^t of my rebellioos 
SOS, bariog iapriaoned huo> yoo wiL eeod him to me." 
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Patna for nine days, anil there was no jlouljt the j>la(a 2 
ipou Id Iiavc f)dlcT\ into t^iuir but they hcant that 

the Ecigliah were ni>]}roachin^, and that tlic Soobu- 
Jar of Oudv, trtkfnj? advautsi^ of (13) the $)l>M:nce of 
the Suobuclar of Allnlud>ad> hud tivucliurously poxhcsacd 
himself of the <^nintnl of the. luttor. 

11. On rceuijit of thin intcUigyiiro, the Soobadar of 
Alhihabad requented th<* i’l’incc to muinq^ liia own 
plans, (ID) and; taking hin leave, hiLstuuncl to the defence 
of his own domuaoiis; but lui iiemhed hi that content. 
Then the troops of the PriiuK! likewise tqiccdily deserted 
bim, only three huTulrcdincn remaining futhful to hU 
fortunes. (20) At length he wua recced te su<!h strulghts 
that be scut a person to Clive to ask alrosj and the latter 
generously scut the Prince one tliousaad pieces of gold. (21) 
Mccr Jatir, being tliiis delivered from this ini' 
pending danger, as a proof of his graUtude, ( 22 ) conferred 
on Ciivc the title ofOotnra, (23) and bestowed on him an 
A Jagecr (24) the revenue which the Company had te pay 

(iS) S^Joff piiya, huving obtaiLcd tlie Tavour- 

sll« opportublty. 

(J9> 75^153^ fijwi vpc* Spani eAwOl 

■»-^ake ihodghts or aiuicty for ynur owu espedionrs. 

(90) Uienlly “ making depeadcnce oa hh furtunc nrmaineJ,” 
'«lS v AdriskU, UQ3««n, fsto. fortune. 

(21) SwtnanHdrS (SonsertO ik goldva cola (io gc- 

Deni): bei«israesBtlhc coia called AfoAtfrfrom PeraisD 

MwAsr, of the value of eixeeeo rupees. 

(22) KrUagiMH, (Sanscrit) Qrolitocle Grateful 

"frocu^^ what la dooe*’aod root SI to know, who knows, or ap* 
preciaUe whst U dooe; affix of qaaUty.) 

(S3) (Arabic l^| pi r off vf*air) A 

DoUe: put in tbe plural by way of rcapecL 
(2«) Jaegh (Per^Q Jstpir). A peoaioa, 

cooiigmDeoC. 


A. I>. 
1758. 
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to the Nuwoh's Court for the Zumcendarec of Calcutta. 
It is asserted tliat the amount of that revenue Tvas three 
Jakhs of rupees a year. 

13. A short time after these events Meer Jn6r came 
to CalcutU] and had an intciTie^r rvith Clive, tlie latter 
receiving (S5) him ^vith the utmost (3C) respect. Dming 
bis stay there, seven ships of war bclon^iig to the Dutch, 
carrying 1,500 soldiers, arrived and anchored at tlie 
mouth of the river. It soon became evident that those 
ships had not come without the Nuwab's consent. He 
was in treaty wth the Dutch (37) of Chinsurah, (28) 
to introduce such a body of European troops as should 
be able to keep the English in check. A merchant of 
Coshiuere, named Khoja Wajeed was the agent in this 
intrigue. 

14. Khojah Wfijced was a great favorite of Aiivardi 
Khan and had possessed a monopoly (39) of the trade 
ia sale. He hod become so exceedingly wealthy, that 
his daily etpenditure was a thousand rupees, and he on 
one occasion presented (30) fifteen lakhs of rupees to 
the Kuwab. He had formerly been the Agent (31) of 

(2S) SaBi4ffr<aaiiS (Sanscrit) (pr^erly 

MrdAoui) Hoflor. respect, respectfal welcome (from ^ prefixed to 
“ to increase." aflix 

(33) Jaipamtigti (Saaecrit) Than which there 

is Dothiog fonher or beyond. Eitmne, utmost. 

(87) The Dutch, (probably a comptioo of 

'• Holtendere”) 

(8S) C^tuwAaro, Name of a town abost 30 oules north 

from Calcotia, formerly beloo^ing to the Dutch. 

(29^ BMitifi, Monopoly, (ftom One and 

to lick, the being licked or enjoyed by only one persOQ. or One 
and Effort) i 

(30) 27^ fJa^, (h’ora Arabic Naxr) A gift (eepeciaUy 

offered to a superior.) u offering. 

(31) fcorruptloa of) Agent; the word 
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Ae French at Moorshcdnbndi but when their power was * 
drttroyed by tiiu fall (:^2) of Clmuilcrnagore, he came 
over to the English. 

15. Sirajotuidowlnh pbiccd great ennhilence in him; yet 
he was ^o principal actor in iiiviUiig tlic i^iigllsli to de¬ 
pose that NLl^r:lb. After tlic rcvohitlaii, lie foiiiid Uuit lus 
hopes (of udvantagtO from tin? i''iigliHh vvrrc not fnllllhul, 
and he therefore c:ccrted liirusclf to inLrcMluec n largo 
army of Dutch, with the view of nhecking tho EuglUh. 

16. At that time tliorc were twoiwuticx in the Council 
of Chinsurah. Tlie head of one, the Governor, Mr. 35is* 
doni> was the friend of Clive, and wrw extremely aiixiona 
that the peace should not by (iny means be l^roken. 

17 . The chief of the otlier party was Mr. Vernct. This 
party was very powerhd, and, according to its opinions, 
all the affairs of Chiosurah were managed. The English, 
for their own advantage, had a short time previously for¬ 
bidden the Dotch from keeping the pilots (33) of their 
country in the river, They therefore wrote to Butavia 
for a large army to be sent, hoping that, in the confusion 
which then existed In the country, they should be able to 
secure many advantages for themselves. 

18. Clive was much perplexed at the arnval of that 
force. The English were then at peace with the Dutch, 
end the number of Clive’s European soldiers did not 
amount to more than one-third of those belonging to the 
Dutch. Nevertheless he entered upon the business with 
his cbarsctenstic courage and fearlessness. !t was on 
this occasion that he made the observation, that every 
Officer of the Indian Government ought always to act with 
the feeling that he bad a rope round his neck. 

or doer of Lumeaa, ailgbt be substituted. 

f32) ParitjOf, (Suiierit) Defeat <&om *(91 a particle 

inpifiog " loTsrted order" prefixed to WP ‘•Victory.’’) 

(33) Nsbile, (SsnseriO A Dsvigeter, pilot. 
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19. Clive, when he destrojed the French ascendancy 
in India, had determined that he would not tdlow the 
Dutch to gain strength. He therefore now made this 
demand (84) from Mcer Jafir tliat he should immediately 
command the whole Dutch force to depart, The Nuwab 
replied that he weald hi cnself proceed to Hoogly and set¬ 
tle tlus matter, but on his ariival there, he wrote to Clive 
that he had arranged with the Dutch, that immediately 
the proper season arrived all tlieii* ships should depart. 

20. Clive saw through bis cunning, (35) and resolved 
that it was not proper to allow the Dutch fleet to move 
further up the river (30). He aceordirgly began to 
strengthen the fort of Tanah, to the south of Calcutta ; 
but determined not to be the first to commence hostili¬ 
ties, Immediately the Dutch fleet arrived off that Fort> it 
commenced an attack, hut was repulsed, The Dutch then 
retired a little, and disembarked 700 Eufopcan, and SOO 
Malay (57) soldiers, the whole of which force advanced 
by land, on the West Bank of the Ganges, towards Chin- 
surah. Clive had aheady appointed Colonel Forde com¬ 
mander of the Troops, and seut him to post ills small 
force between Cluasurah and Cbandernagore. 

21. The Dutch force advanced leisurely, and encamp¬ 
ed at ^e distance of one coas to the south of Chmsuiuh* 
Forde was aware that the two nations were at peace; he, 
therefore, instead of attacking them at once, wrote off 
to the Council for a distinct order. Clive was playing at 
cards (88) when the letter arrived. Without rising from 

(S4) fMvd (ftem Arabic i)«ioa) elsim, pre¬ 
tension. the Saoecrit, word might be used in this sense. 

(32) LiCenJIy,'^'' b&viag ondentood the hidden meanii^ of tins 
cnltiaess.” 

<86) VjdufS, mo^Qg Bgsfnst the streem. 

(37) MeJey, ustrrc of Malacca. 

(3S) 'oi'l Tia (Hiadee.) The Cuds, a gmne at cards. 
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the table (39) he wvotc in pencil (10) the following «• 
pjyj «Dcareit<iHcnd)! Kghtthem Immediately. To- 
jnoriow I will scntl you tjic Oixier of UouucIL'' 

22. Immediately on the receipt of tiiis order, Fordc 
atUcked tlie Dutch, iiutl overthrew ihcjn in half nil hour. 
All tlicir likewise, which had cntcrcil tIh* mouth of 
the river, fell at tin; xomn tlnu: Inli) tlic^ liniuU uf the 
lish. TJms this gi'ent eiiturjirke of the Dutch ended 
isscioke. (41) 

25. Instantly after this enpigtoueut the Drincc Mee- 
run wiivod ut Clilnsurah, with MX or seven thousund 
cavalry. Ue would ne douht have joined the Duteh Imd 
been victorioivij but now, of uccesaity, lie united 
himself with the English, and Imstciicd in pursuit of tho 
Dutcln Colenel Fordc iiamediutcly after the battle in¬ 
vested CUinsumh. That town could not long have held out • 
but tbc Dutch (quickly askul pardon of Clive, who, accor¬ 
dingly, raised tlic siege (42), and afterwards, ojt their 
ageing to pay all Che expenses of tlie war, also released 
their ships. 

24. CUve had undergone great labour for throe euc- 
cesdve years: his bodily health was In consequence 
greatly iiupaired. Accordingly, at the close of the above 
trausactions, in the moudi of Febuary, 1760, lie took bU 
departure for Euglond, loaded with wealth and honors, 
and the Goverment was transferred to tlic hands of Mr, 
Vansittart. 

25. There was no prospect of this country being alto¬ 
gether mthout trials. The old Nuwab, Meer Jafir, had 

(39) MeJ. (from Persian iCer,) A Table. 

(40) CvtlrfflUT PtufU, (£n^lWJj.) A Peadl. 

(41) (Sanscrit) (a copipouod aoan adjec¬ 
tive of the cla^e. from “ Smoke’' anti C*f^ '• rcm&ia. 

der.**) Tku of which emokc is the only reransot or rcrsainUcr. 

(42) Literotly.-"'* did not take puafteMiou of die siiU (own.” 


A. D, 
j;5v. 
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transferred to hU «oa Meeruc the burthen of govern¬ 
ment; aod the associated Prince having begun to display 
harshness toivarcls the officers, and to esLcrcise great ty¬ 
ranny towards the subjects, ol) were dissatisfied widi his 
rule. In fiict he hod engaged in such cruel practices, 
that the people forgot the bad actions of Siiajood- 
dowloh. 

26. Shah Alum, the son of the Emperor of Delhi, ob« 
serving diis general discontent, wasencoui^ogcd to attempt 
a second invasion of Bchav. The Governor of Purneah, 
Eadim Uooseln Khan, prepoi’sd to join him with bis 
army. Bot Shah Alum bad no sooner ci’ossed the ICa- 
ramnasa (43) and set foot in the border of Behar, than he 
rec^ved intelligence that the prime minister of the Empire, 
Imod^ol'Moolk, who was noted for his cruelty, had put 
the Emperor to death, By this event ho become Em¬ 
peror of India, and he appointed the Soobadar of Oude to 
the post of minister of the Empire, But he was Etnperor 
only in name; for he had neither power nor subjects, his 
very capital was in the hands of his enemies, and he was 
himself a sort of fugitive in his own kiogdora. 

27 . He immediately marched towards Patna. Eam- 
narayun, overcome with apprehen^on, made a kind of 
effort to defend the city, and wrote a bigldy suppbeatory 
letter to Moorshedabad, in order to obtain assistance* 
Colonel Callisud, who was at that time commander of the 
forces, immediately marched with the English army, and 
MeeruxL also accompanied him with hla forcea 

(4S) JrommoaAjAl, (Saaicrit) (ftm OeH, acUan 

'and *rT*n Deftrojriag) A saall river that aeparaUc ths proviace of 
Behar from th&t of Beoares. By the coaCact atoae of its balefol 
waren, devotees soppoee they loss iht fralt and efficacy of their rsli* 
poos aosteritlea and pilgrinsgss* (Al» writtea *' ChranuiM.'' See 
Hanilton'e Gazetteer. The word is osually proaoaaesd Ssramtiai,'' 
Bgresably to the Hiodee proDOOCiaffoaO 



Tns nisTOHY OP benqal. 


45 


20 This mcked monster (44) Mccrun hod a short 
lj!D« previously puuishod witli death two cf his ministers, 
sad had, with own hand, cut off the hewis of two concu* 
bincsi (45) IVo ditughtera of AUverdy Khan, Ghc^ity Be¬ 
gum and I man BcgiiJin, after the death of their respective 
husbands, Nivuco^ Mahoiaiued aiidSyed Ahiniitl, resided 
in retirement at Daeca. M(reniu, wheii lie w;in (Icpavtin^ 
for the war, sent orders bi ])Ut tiunn both to death, njid on 
the Governor of Dacca refuMlng to perform so cruel a 
duty, be eventually deputed one of hU servanta to put 
them on board a boat, jmder pretence of conveying them 
to Moershedabad, and in tiic way to sink them, along 
with (46) the boat, in the river. 

29. The instructions were stnctly observed (47) 
When the murderers approached to draw out a plug, for 
the purpose of sinking the boat, the youngest of the two 
asters etclaimcd, in a mournful voice. 0 Almighty (4S) 
Lord of the universe, (49) nvc arc both, indeed, great sin- 


<«) ^irtlTj iJtfrs/ffrf, (SenwrityVile, wicked, unjusl (from 5 ^ 
a particle implriog " Bad” &c. and “ wmL”) 

(46) Jiho$yl AflMiaf, (Sanserlt) LUeralhwtn 

enjoTabtc wonao (from Cotfl7 "KnjoyaWe” and a lo«Qg 

woman, a wotoan i& general.) 

(ae) S»ut, (Sanscrit.) Together with, along with 

« and ” Oone.” ” Collected, aMoeiaud,” being a parti¬ 
ciple Qsad as an adverb, or riubot postpoaltloa : in this ease In Sanscrit 
it would b® pvt in the neuter gender as &c.) 

(47) ProripaKtt (Sanscrit) Protected, cberisbed. 

Practised, followed a prefix and the root guard, pre¬ 

serve, protect) 

(4S) Ssr&^naAoirmna (Sanscrit) O Almighty (Vo¬ 
cative case; the Nominative is IvTTba crude form is 

from " all,” * 11 ^ powai, and the implying 

” B«ng, etfsteoce,’') 

( 49 ) Jdjfsdiritfo* (Sanscrit) Lord of the (mvene (a 


A.t>. 

17S0. 
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Here (50) ftnd traosgreasors, (52) but we have never traos- 
greased against Meeruo : on the coutrarf, (512) we arc the 
source of all his present power’’ 

30. Meerun had on his departure inserted in his 
memorandum book the names of tliree hundred persons^ 
with the view of infhetiog capital pnlshmcnt upon them 
OQ his return ^ but it was not lus fate ever to come back> 

31. Colonel Calbaud bad urgently requested (53) 
Ilamnarayuo not to risk an engagement with the hlmpcror 
till his arnval; but he> rejectiug this counsel, moichod 
out of the city to engage the Emperor, and suffered a total 
defeat. Patua was now utterly without defence, and the 
Emperor might, with a single effort, have taken the city ^ 
but, instead of at once turning bis attention to this, he 
wasted his time in plundering the country. In the 
meantime Calllaud aiTivcd with all hia army, and immedU 
Ately made mrangements for ctUacking the enemy $ but 
Meerun asserted that the planets would not be favourable 
before the 22 nd February, and the proposed attack was, 
therefore, suspended. (54) 

compound word of tbo Clue of the sisth or GesiUK 

case” from “the Um*«r«" and Lord.) 

($0) ^1^9^ (SaoMrit) EiooediaglytiiifDl(thefemifiino 

form: maecoline crude form from Sin, 

aod ^9^ affix of the soperlativc d^ree.) 

(51) AparS^ud (SaoBcrit) faoltf (thefomloiBC form i 

muculiae : crude form from “ feuk; 

tad ^{ST affix of " beisg, eusUi^.*’) 

(52) Pfo/yuTo (Saitaerit) Oa the cootnry, oa the other 

band, ot he r*Wj p<trdde and prefix implyiog “ Sobstitutioo.'* 

&c. and a partiele of doubt, deliberatloo, See.) 

(53) ^nsroA (Sanscrit) Constraiot, persua^s, eolicita. 
lion (fr om a particle unplyiag " afCcr, following,” 8 ec« asd 

" to confine, obstract, betiege.'*) 

(64) Stioytfo (Sanaerit) Concealed, stopped, ceased (past 

participle from the root '* to coDcaaL”) 
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32. Oil the 20th the RmiJCsror made a siraiiltaneoHS 

attack Oil the anuics of both; Mcernn’s horse at 

OQce broke and tied, but Celuiiul Uilliaud at backed the 
Eenperor s forces with $iitd vuloiir, imd a|>ecdily 

defeated tlicm. In the (MiiirKC of thut iii^lit Shiih Alum 
broke up hU camp, and took up u posUioii (it tltc <iifftiukoe 
of five coss from the held of IkiUW. Ue LIkii, by the twlvicc 

of his GencruU, inurcditMl uway NCcreUy, by iiitmntnia 
roads, bitlie liopus of gettiiii; puxHC^sian of Moorsheda* 
had. 

33. Till? march wjuh pcrfornkcd with expedition; 
but Mccrua also, having got scent of tl\c dusigii, (35) 
«nt iDtclhgcncc by a swift boat to his father of tiiis ap¬ 
prehended danger. Very soon after, the Kmperor d«^ 
cended from tlic mountains, at the distance of tlfleen coas 
from Moorshedabod, but, iiiatca<l of speedily making an 
attack, be wasted his time in tlio ucighbouring country. 
In Uusinterv^ Colonel Culliaudulso came up In pursuit 
of him. Both armies now pitched their camps within sight 
of each other. The English prepared for battle; but the 
Emperor was suddenly soiled with a sudden panic 
and, retreating to Patna, laid hot siege to that city. Then 
the Qoveroor of Purneali, I^dim Ilouseiu Khun, also 
marched with his troops to his assistance. 

$4. The Emperor assaulted l^atna oii nine successive 
days, and it seemed certain that that city would fall into 
his bands. At that crisis Captntn Knox reached Patna 
with a very small force. He had been despatched by 
Cobnel Calliaud, and orrived there from Burdwan in 13 
days, That same night he reconnoitcred (56) the coemy's 
camp, and attacked it the next day, at the time of their 

(65) SAandiinpfiifS. “ Havmg obuaoeda guess 
Or t cos.*' 

(66) PurtAAyS JmriyS. " Ilsviog taade a trial 
or eiuolaatioo of." 


A. T>. 

irso. 
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mid-day repose. The Emperor’s army was totaJty de¬ 
feated, and ho fied, after having aet fire to his camp. 

$5. Ooo or two days after this, ICadim Uoos^n Khaa 
reached Hnjeeporc (57) with a force of 16,000 men, and 
prepaicd to attack Patna j but Captain Knoit, with a force 
of not more than a thousand men, including both Eu¬ 
ropeans and Natives, crossed tlie Ganges, and totally de¬ 
feated him. This victory must be considered an aftbir 
of uncommon gallantly, and the natives observing it, be¬ 
came convinced that the English were men of great 
prowess. In ibis engagement Rajah Shitab Roy dis¬ 
played such extraordinary bravery, that the English gave 
him the highest (58) praise. 

36. After the defeat, the Governor of Purneah marched 
to join the Emperor, and Colonel Calliaud and Mec- 
run united in pursuit of him. Although the rainy season 
had commoooed, sUU the English commander did not 
give up the pursuit. During the night of the second of 
July, of the year 1760, there occurred a violent storm (5&) 
accompanied with thunder. Mecrun was sitting in his 
tent (60) listening to a story, when a dash of light¬ 
ning killed him and two of his attendants. In conse- 

(67) ajyrjwr. The “ City of the H;yee." (Arabic 

ff^Ji “ Oae who has perfomed (Le or Fcigrimag’e to Mecca.") A 
town in the province of Bebar, dhtriet of Tirboot, noted fox an 
anooaj horaa foir, which U held la the vldnity, in Koveaber, (aJeo 
mittcB Hadjypore: see Rabiltoa’s Gaxstteer.) 

(5 a) Very aany, much, acet (^ substituted 

for much. &ad a superlative a&c) 

(69) ^ 'fAo' (Beo^ales.) A hurricane, etonn, tempest (eonstmeted 
with the 7? it signifies to scold, or kiek op a drut.) 

(60) ^ P^Q^rika (Sanscrit) A Teat (from Cloth, and 

a house. iUso *c-) Tlie word TSnAfi (froin 

Hindee la coausonly used. 
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quence ot this misfortiins, Colonel CGlIittud gAvc up the A. 
pursuit of Kedini Iloosein, utid returning to Pattia^ fixed 
itis garters there on account of the rains. 

37 . Mccrun waK uu extremely wirkc<l man, but nt tlic 
Mine bme lie was the clnef nitp|>ort of Jiis fuUun’’s pt>wer. 
TbeMooeuliiiunllistoriun of that jicriod rrlufes, that the 
little understunding and Ju(1g)iu!iit\v]ucl I the »illy mul sen* 
sual Nuwab had bcloruposscui^d, now entirely djKUpjjfrnrcd. 

The greatet^t confusion ai’osc in the allmra of tlic tJaveni- 
ment. '1‘he troops Ixjsicgcsl the jndare for nri'caw of pay, 
find were ready to mu tiny. At th is crisis tlic Nu wab’a son- 
in-law, Meex Kasim, {irexcnted liimsclf totlieni, and said 
^at be was wilUngto Kitisfy tlium from las own funds. (Gl) 

38. Tlie Englisli hod an cxj)en.^ive war on their 
hands? (G2) but no means (G3) for carrying it on. For¬ 
merly much wealth ha<1 come into tlicir possession ? but 
the whole of this, as it hod come without expectation) 
had disappeared (64) without observation. Titcy tlmrcfure 
applied to the Nuwab for money? but bia treasury was 
empty. In fact, the Englbh hod fallen into such dlffi- 
culdcB, that they could no longer go on without incurring 
debt? but it seemed evident, Chat this state of tilings 
coold cot be of long continuation. 

89. The Niiwab had despatched hCcer Kasim, as his 
Ambassador to Calcutta, (63) ’ where bis talents were 

(6J) LilfiTOlly—" and anid. I a^rce. I will aake yon content by 
meanfi of my own wealth.” 

<62) Literally—" for the Soslish. a war pracUeahle by great 
eipeoditare wu prcicBt.'’ 

(CS) ^sTl*^ ShengttItS* (Saescrit) A form, figure, confitruction. 
abe«p. t steel:, wealth (the particle implying ■' union, perfection 
&c.” before ^ " to elay, abide.") 

(64) Byoyita (Sansent) gone, expanded, spent. (Pagaive 

participle, from before, ^9 to go, mote. «pend, diaburae.) 

(fiS) iUtttally—" having appointed Meer Eaaua to the duty of 
MBbaasadotthip, had deapatehed liim to CaJeotta."' 
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displayed before Mr- Voosittart and Mr. Hoatings, 
whose opiDioDS at that time entirely ruled the affairs of 
the Company. A necessity for sending on ambassador 
haviDg again occuiTed, Mcer Kasioi was deputed a se^ 
Good time. A deep conviction arose in tbe mind 
of the Goveraor^ tliat tills person alone was capable of 
conductiog the Government of Mengal. Ho then pro¬ 
posed Co bestow on liim the rank of Deputy Nazim of 
the three Provinces, and Mccr Kasim immediately agi'eod to 
the orrongemenC. On this both Vanslttart and Hastings, 
Accompanied by a military force, proceeded to Moorsbed- 
abad. On tbeir bringing forward tbe above mentioned 
proposal to Meet* JaAr, the latter displayed great diaincU- 
nation to tbo meaaui^e. He could preceive that if tbe 
matter were thus arranged, then all the power would at 
once fall into the hands of hU son-indaw, and that he 
himself would become almost a puppet in bis own coun* 
<^-chamber. (66) 

40. Mr. Vanjittarl, seeing the Nuwab’srepugoance, he- 

eiUted.(67) Meer Kasim threatened that he would pro¬ 
ceed to toe Emperor: for be saw plainly, that after going 
so far (68) he could never remain safe in Moorsbeda- 
bad. Mr. Vaosittart, now judging that it was necessary 
to carry the business tluough by force, ordered English 
troops to take possession of the Palace. At tbe sight of 
these, Meer Jafir, through necessity, (69) gave his assent. 

41. It was then proposed to assign him a residence 

(66) SkoihflmaHdep (Saoscht) A cooacil cbasDbvt, hall 

©f council, (from *^1 on MSembly, a royal court, Ae siubg of the 
Kinf la coQodl, sod a hooee, s ehed) 

(67) (Sasscrit.) Doobtful, 
perplexed (from C?r^t4*JW ewin^ag. OMilialin;. vacillating, and 

the a bd. heart: acenpoond word of the class. “ Oe- 

dlladog or vacillation (i$ wboae) miod.’' 

(6a) Esnda (SaaacrA) A stem, a eecUoo, a chapter. 

(69) 4$ttyS (Sanscrit) From betpl«M&eas, without re** 
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titK«r tti MoorsUfidEibncl or Calcutta, lie considered 
that if he romcuncd ot Moorshedubad, he would bavo to 
be a mere puppet (70) in the plane where Uo had ao long 
cxerceed Sovereign Lj*, uud to cndui’c tlie dinrcajicct of 
his son* in-law, and I hat it would, therefore, be best for him 
to proceed to CaJciitCa. 

4S. lie had made n common dancing girl Iiih favorite, 
and bad become cpiitc aubaerviont to lior will. Sliu uflcr- 
words became well knownoaMuiu Ilcgnm. The Moo> 
eulman liistorian (71) mlutca, tliat tliln woman and Mocr 
Ja£ir,befoi‘c theirdupori in v, entered tlic female apartments, 
and tnkiag posacaaiou olThc in comparable jewels aronmii- 
hted hy the former Nuwaba, proceeded to Calcutta, sur* 
rounded hy guards. 


nufve, without power to chouc, (llie tltinl cuv of t)ie «tet« 

of being; without resource or help, bcIplR.^suvM.’') 

(70) J}h^m/ldkar/l (Pcngnlvc) a Bashet-hnldcr. R»;pe« 

ciad)^ one who fullown about a mendicant to eullect hie alms—here it 
hnpilea a humble follower, one who goes wherever hla prineiiiol 
chooses to lend. 


<7l) Purilvrilla Ifbkak. (Sanscrit) A Diatoriem 

(from Jlietorf, any old or Icgtodary event and a 

writar.) 


A. 1>. 
1760. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


17130. 
A. a 


1. On the fourth of March, in the year 1760, the 
English made Meet* Kasim tJte Soobadar of Bengal nnd 
Babar. As a return for tide favor, he gave the Honorable 
Company the pr oprie torabip of the District of Burdwen, 
and he presented the members of the Council of Calcutta 
with twenty lakhs of rupees, which they divided among 
themselvoG, according to their respective ranks. 

2 . Mcer Kasim was a very energetic and tolented 
mao. Immediately on his accession to the (V^cc’iregal) 
throne, he first preparad a correct account of the sums to 
he paid to the English, and to Mcex Jafir’s troops and ser¬ 
vants and his own j and he then b^an to consider the 
means for discharging these sums. He reduced the ex¬ 
penses of the Court, and began to look with scrutiny (1) 
into all the accounts, end he commenced retrieving from 
the officers of Government the sums which they bad frau¬ 
dulently taken (2) dunng the lax rule of Meer JaAr. He 
woa not content with only recovering (3) trom the Zemin- 
dara their arrears, (4) but made a new setdement of their 

( 1 ) (Sanscrit) peraerer. 

aaee. dMenBinatioa, (®T« 4 particle impl^og “ superion^, "power, 
aearotts. Src.” and ^ implyiog " la, .^thio, itc." prefixed te 

“ to enter" affix ^dP) 

(2) tfipatoroa (SamcriC.) TaJdog away, canyiog off, 
atefiliQg a particle iapl^og privation, impiopriety, dishooeaty 
&c. prefixed te Root to take, affix 

(S) /dft (Sansoit,) Takiog recemog, obtalabg. 

( 4 ) BiU (Iroai Arabic Bjyf) Rroalndar, balance 
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ZeioindareM. TJic yearly revenue of the two provlnWy 
onder hia autUority luul before been ut I,dD,45,000 

(5) Ru])cca: he rui.Hcil the aiiioiiiit to 2>5(>,3l,fK)0 (H). In 
fset he Rxed t!ic revciuie miicli Iii^luT tliuii hU aubjecU 
i«re able to pay. 

3. By all tbc»c iirran^iiKUitM hix trenHury illled, 
and ho wns cnublocl Co cloiir olf all arrear>< of debt. By 
payin'* hiH tronp^ re^ubirly be krpc thcuii ciitiri'ly iiudcp 
sdbjection. Tiiu Ku^llah indeed liiul niiMed !dni to IiIh 
sovereignty j but \w chief cudonvour waa to frc'C luin> 
self from hia <icpcndcucc on them. He rcuiiirkod, that 
although he was indeed aekiiowludgod by ull ua the 
Nuwab, yet ail real power wjia in tlie Imtxda of the 
Eoglbh, and he Ukctvisc percseivcd, tliat lie eoiild never 
release himself from the authority of t])c binglish, except 
by a display of power. He consequently devoted (7) 
himself to Che improvement and increase of his army. 
He dischai’ged ull the soldiers wlio had become unfit for 
duty. lie began to instruct his troops according to tlie 
English system, and he appointed an Armenian as tlie 
commander of the Army. 

4. This person was a MaCivc of Isfahan in Pci'sia. 
His name was Gurghin or Gregory Khan. He poaacased 
great talents and judgment. At first he was only a com* 

srrear <tbe SoDscriC word htis tlie um« meaning: perhaps 

would be here added, uaiog the former adjeetiee.) 

{6) Ooe Crore, forev-two lakhs, aad forty*five thousands, or four* 
tMo Dilliooa and two hondrsd wd fbity.live thoosanda. Bc^gaI to 
about one miJlion, fborhuodred aod tweety-foor thousands, and five 
boodrad Pounda ecerliog. 

(6) Two Crore, lakbe, and twenty.four thoasand, or 

CweoCy.Bve mUlloo tad iix hundred and twcat/>foar thousand, 
equal to aboaC $68,400. 

(7) l^tpar (SaucHt) Diligent, atceoding to anything 
closely and anxiously that sod addktod to or best, pre-emU 
Bent: that ie pre-emineat for whom?) 


A. D. 
1700. 
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mon cloth merchant, but as he baij n great aptitude for 
military alToirs, Mcer Kaaim appoiuted him to a post in 
the army. He also began to zealously deviso plans for 
treeing bis master from bla dependence on the EnglUb. 
He commenced preparing musquets and cannon, and 
instructing Artillerymen. In fact, the troops instructed 
by turn turned out superior to any that had ever becu 
attached to aoy ruler iu Bengal. 

5. Meet Kasim, in order to carry outhU design^with¬ 
out the Gogoizonce of the Bnglish, quitted Moorsheda- 
had and made Monghyr (S) Ills capital. I'hcre bb Ar¬ 
menian General established a cannon foundry. (9) The 
fame which this town still enjoys for sldll in the man ti¬ 
ncture of musquete owes its origin to this Gurghin Khan, 
(10) whose age at this time did not e^tceed thirty years. 

6. The Emperor, Shah Alum, was still moving about 
on the borders of Bohar. Therefore as soon os the relay 
season of the year 17C0 was ended. Major Camac march¬ 
ed against him, and gave him a total overthrow. After 
the engagement Major Carnoc deputed to him Eajob 
Shitab Roy with proposals of p coco, which, being accept¬ 
ed, the English oommander proceeded to the Emperor’s 
Camp, and paid him due respect. 

7. Meet Kasim was much concerned on hearing the 
news of this pacification between the Emperor and the 
Eoglish, and, in order to obviate any ill effects to himself, 

(8) Mienftr. Msme of a celebrated town and fortress in 
the provlnts of Babsr, and district of Boglipore, Blasted on the 
Soolh side of the Qsn^, 2S0 miles North West of Calcntts, (Ha- 
ttittoQ denws tbs name from &e Sanscrit 

•• Hill of delight”) 

(9) ?FT?flrrsn ESriUni (from Pemlan EirtAAm, a 

work shop, manufactory, arseaaL dockyard, or any place where public 
weds are carried on huB&ess. work and a bouac.) 

(l(h Liteially—“ this Gurghin Ehao was its original cause.’' 
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he pjtceectccl hnstU^r to Patna. Major Carjiao pressed 
biM to have an uilcmew Kilh tlic I'iinprror j but, bciu^ 
tterymail, he wuuld not agree; ut lengili It was 
ftrm>gec1 tiuit they shuuUl botii meet at tliu Knj;H»h fue> 
toiy. (II) 

8. A tcmjiorary (Imiuc urts or<*rtc*(h on wlii<*h the 
Btnpcrerol’ Ilhidoostjiii, ibe (h sunidaiit of'riiuitur, n 
live ill Ills own kln^Unti, licaled httiiAolf. M<u:r Krif«iii\ 
pres(4^d himself with die proper salutiitiiiiis; luid on the 
Emperor’s investiu;' hhii with die 8<>o)m(lary of bun^aJ, 
Bah or, and Orissa, he i^^recd to jmy a trUmteof tiveuty- 
fbur iaiths a year. Thu Emperor then took Ids departure 
for DcUii, and Major Curnuc accoinpouicd hint os far us the 
banka of the Carainuassa, When the Kmperor tlicrc 
took leave of Caruoo ho intimated that ho would bestow 
the Duwaiiy (12) of the three rrovinccs on the English 
whenever they should ajijdy for it. It is proper here to 
mention, that in the year 1755 Onssa had been sepa¬ 
rated from the other Soobaha and given to the Mahrattox i 
only the portion to the North of the Sooburnarckha {1!I) 
remdned, and that portion alone was called (H) Orissa. 

9. Kasim All luul brought under entire subjection all 
the Zumeenclars, except Ihunnai’oyun, tlic (iovuriior uf 
Patna. Tire latter was celebrated as n wealthy man; but 
reposed in the shadoof EuglUh protection (15). lie had 
not cleared off bis acconats for three ycors; but it must be 
borne in mind, that the country of Bahar was at that 

(1 n ^ Kum (Sflnacrit KosfJha B btlee i Kom) A 

wtnKouae, gr&asry. etorehouee, factory. 

(is) (from Perslsn the 

office of DewsA, the Civil admlautratioo. 

(18) <S>tio«wre«a(8eMcrit.) Gold, and 0^1 

• Lioe) Name of a River b Oorieeo. Geoenlly wricteo '* Sobuo. 
rake.” 

(U) ByahahriiA. (Ssiiecrit) used, praclued, mentioned. 

(16) Litenii;—he sat lathe pretcctloOi-sbade of the EnglWli.’* 


A. J). 
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period subjected to the gi'Catest outrages at tfic hands of 
inTadera. The Nuwab wrote to tlic English, that lie 
could sot dlsdiaige Iiis debt to thciUj unless his aitesra 
were recovered from Ilamnaraytin. 

10. At tliat time there were two pai ticf^ in the Coun¬ 
cil of CalcutUi, one opposed to M(*er the other, 

in his favor, Governor Vunsithirt belinv-Cil U> the laU:w, 
and in the end his party prevailed. 'I'lic EnglUli with¬ 
drew their troops from Patna: cuiiHOtpieuLly Ibminarayim 
became quite lielpless, and the Ninvab lo;-t no time in 
having blm seized and unprisoned. But altliougli he 
subjected his ministei's to great tortum to iuducc them 
to point out his secret treasury, still no greater sum 'ivas 
obtained than was sufficient for tlie ciin cnt expenses of 
the Government (16). This transaction must be consi¬ 
dered one of the greatest errors in tixe Governmeut (17) of 
Mr. Vansitlarl, as by it was totally destroyed the confi¬ 
dence which the Natives had in the fiiitlifulncss of tlie 
English towards those who fled to them for refuge. 

11. Mecr Kasim had up to tlxis pcrio<l ruled nvithout 
contention. We will nowi'clato how he was deposed 
from hie power, through the grasping conduct (18) of the 
Company's Officers. 

12. In India tlie greater part of the revenue used to 
be derived from duties levied on goods taken from one 
country to another. This mode of raising revenue must 
be called a kind (19) of barbarism, for it entailed extimne 

(16) ffaiwMwu, corruption of the Engiish " Gomo- 

aieot’' We might ou *11^, or, 

(17> Here or wooid be better, 

()«) Armaviicriti (Sanscrit) selfishness, greediness 

(from " self' and the Root ^ “ to noorish" with K an affix 

of the agent • *fTUgf?, Selfish, greed/; and then 51 affix, denoting 
" nature, duty, conduct,") 

(10) PralhS (Sanscrit) Custom, procLiec (from to be 
fnmoue, well Itoowa.) 
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injury on commerce, but at this period it was very much 
practised, and even the Englbh did not abolish it before 
the year 1SS5. Ever since the time when the Com¬ 
pany obtained leave to trade by Che payment of an an- 
niud tribute (30) of three thousand rupees, no duty was 
levied on tliclr goods. The Chief of Calcutta used to 
sign a pass, (SI) and on this being shown at the Customs 
station, (2S) the goods used to pass free of duty. 

13. This privilege extended only to the Companj^a 
own trade; but when the English set up a Nuwab of 
their own, and rose to be very powerful in the country, 
then all the Company's Civil (23) and Military Officers 
also commenced trading on their own private account. As 
long as Clive was in the country, they continued to pay 
duty in the usual way, like the I^utive Merchants, but 
as soon as he went home, and the Members of the Coun> 
oil placed a new Nuwab on the throne, tben they became 
still more powerful, and begun to carry on trade fne of 
duty. In fact they became so influential, that the Nuwab^a 
Officers dared not in any way to interfere with them. 

14. By degrees they become worse and worse. Their 
Agents, (24) in order to evade the payment of dudes, used 
at their own discretion, to hoist the English flag, and gave 
thi greatest annoyance to the Native merchanU and to the 
Governm eot Officers. Any individual carrying in bis hand 
a pass, signed by any Englishman whatever, considered 

(20) Pe»?iio^ (frem PeniSo Peihiatk} K pr^ 

Mnt, tribute. 

( 21 ) 17^9 XtoitAk. {fmin Persian Duiak) A psM, pass¬ 

port. 

(221 itSstvj (from Pewian Ua^rvl) Anything 

prodsced. tax, duty. 

(S3) ComtptaoQ of “Civil" 

(2<l) GmiaM (from PereUa aZm Ictor. 

ally “ sent, commisrioned"} An Agent, & factor. 
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A, a himself as powerful as the Ilouowblc Comi>nny its<j)r. If 
176S. jjjg Nuwab^a people made the least objection (23) in any 
matter, the European ^iitlcmcn wmdd send Sepoys (S6) 
to seise them, and won Id im prison them. If any boatmen 
wished to cuiwey goods any wlicro without duty tlicy just 
hoisted Uiu Company’a tUg on the botd, 

15. In fact the Nnwai>'s inilnci i cu wik i n thU way, altt>- 
geihcr destroyed. The rjiin of thy Native merc hants \vm 
imminent. The English grunduua gi-udually bccoTiio pos¬ 
sessed of unbounded wealth. Tiic Nuwuh's rcveinto 
fell off exceedingly. For the English gentlemen did not 
only decline payment of customs themselves, but even 
those who aiinouncud themselves aa tUclr scrv'iuits evudytl, 
under the sheltex-ot‘their name, the payment of duties. 
Meet ICasim complained several times to the Council 
against these unjust procesditigs. At length be threat¬ 
ened, that if they did not put a stop tu thcjn, he would 
resign tiie Government (27). 

16. Mr. Vansuttnrt and Mr. Hastings used every 
eSbrito put an end to ail this iiijus^oo; b)^t the other 
Members of Council wci*c amassing wealth by these mal¬ 
practices: consequently their efferte were vain.* At length 
mattera rose to auch a pitch, (2B) tJmt the Native Mer¬ 
chants were obliged to buy cud sell at the rate fixed by 
the Company's Agents. Meer Kasim nowreckoued the 
English among his foes, and there appeared every clxaoce 
of a rupture betweeu the two parties. 

17 . To avert this, Mr. Vaosittart proceeded in person 
to Moaghyr, end had an mterview with the Nuwab, 

(85) yipatii (SsMcrit) EUaioostrsocc, cxposculatioo. 

(85) (fcotn ^a l^iQ S^U) A. Soldier. 

(97) Licerelly.—" At length speskbg tlius, he showed (or held 
oat) to dieiB fe&r (or dsoger); your boaon oot puWlog a stop to tbie. 
I will ebsiMloa tbe pc«ses»OQ of the GoveraoieQC.” 

(88) SSrSbSri. (fieofalee) Great tacrcase, eicese. 
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who also received him with friendly feelings. Then, on 
matters of business bang brought forwEird, the Nuwab 
exprussed the highest disaatisfactioo, and made numerous 
oom{)laint« (2£>) reganling the injury inflicted on the 
country Iiy the oppreasion of the Company’s officers, and 
by their tnaliiig without payroent of duties. Mr. Van- 
sittuH lirst roitcilial.cd him in every possible way, and 
then pniposcd that all, both Natives anil KngUsIi, sUonid 
be math, to |>ny at ihi: Kaine rule for every commivUty, 
namely at tlus rate of nine per cent.; but, as he him¬ 
self iiad not authority to ninlcc such an aiTangement, 
he would therefore pcocetjd to Calcutta and advise the 
gentlemen of the Coimcil to adopt the plan. 'Hie Nuwab 
agreed, v?i^ much I'chictance, to this proposal; but he 
declared that if by these means the irregularities should 
not be stopped, he would at once abolish all customs, and 
thus place both Natlvca and Europeans on the same 
footing. 

18. Mr- Vansittart liastcocd to Calcutta for the pur- 
pose of bringing lliis matter befero the Counwl; but 
Mccr Kasim, witlioat wwting for thar consent, at once 
sent ordci’S to the officers of Customs, that they should 
exact from the English also a duty of nine per eeni. 
Ihc latter refused to pay, and put the Nuwab’s officers 
in prison. (30) The Chiefs of all the factories, quitting 
their stamens, (31) hastened to Calcutta. All except 
Hastings rejected with disdain (S2) the proposal made 
by Mr. Vansittarl regarding the duty of nine per cent. 

(S?) A*i^’9g (Ssnacrit) Crasars. reproof a parti¬ 
cle hoplyiag “ after, together with" baftw the Root *' to job," 

affix 

(30) 9(77 (from Arabic Qetd) A fetter, imprisoa- 

meat, bo&dage. 

(31) ^^17 KsmmasliJfit (Sanscrit) Place of butiaca*. 

(32) Abet/n^ (SanKrtC) Di8re»pect {71^ a particle deno- 
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and docbred thej would pay only a duty of two and a 
half per cent on Salt. 

19. At that time Meer ICasim was not in Ben^l^ 
having gone on a hostile expedition into Nopal. In this 
he failed, and on his return he learned that the gentlemen 
of the Council bad refused to pay duties, and hud impri¬ 
soned his officers. On this, without the slightest delay, 
he acted up to his previous threat, tlmt is to say, he abo¬ 
lished all duties on mcrehandise in Bengal aud Bohar. 

20. The Members of the Council on hearing this, were 
highly incensed, (33) and declared that the Nuwab must, 
as formerly, exact duties from his subjects, and permit 
the English to trade free of Uixca. A violent dispute (34) 
arose on this point: Mr. Hastings asserted " Mccr Kasim 
is a paramount Ruler, why shall he not consult the 
benefit of hit own subjects Mr. Batson, the chief of 
the factory at Dacca, observed that such a remark would 
come well enough from the agents of the Nuwab, but it 
did not become a Member of Council. Hastings replied 
that none but a rascal (35) would utter such a speech. 

21. In this violent style the Members of Council 
began to argne this important measure. At length it 
was resolved that the rate of doty formerly fixed should 
be conUuued on the trade of natives only, and that 
Messrs. Amyatt and Hay should go to Mecr Kasim to 
urge this motter. Accordingly, these persons, on their 
arrival, held several interviews with the Nuwab, and at 
first it appeared probable that all matters might be 
arranged; but by the bad conduct of Mr, EUis, the chief 

ting " depreciation" &c. beftire tbe Root^ “ to kiwv" aftx 
tod for tbe (eobiBe.) 

{S3) Literally^*’ blbd with nge,” 

(34) f^'01 BUanS^ (SsfiscHt> CooUoveisv, ergomeat. critlcisoi 

(ft before best") 

(35) ♦TT^ (ff®“ Persian P<vb Mesa, bsee. 
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of the Patna factory, all hope? of aa amicable arraa|e^ | 
meat were at once broken off. This person waa the most 
unruly of all the Compan/s Officers. The Nuwab dis¬ 
missed Mr. Amyattj but he detained Mr. Hay as a 
hostage for those of his Officers who were imprisoned m 
Calcutta. Mr. ElUs, tinnking Mr. Amyatt out of the 
Nuwab^s power, suddenly sowed on Patna; but his troops 
having got drunk, became unmanageable, and aloi^e force 
of the Niiwab's having arrived, recovered possession of 
the dry. Ellis and several other Europeans were cast 
into prison. 

22 . Kasim AU on hearing these accounts of Patna, 
concluded that an immediate rupture with the English 
must ineviUhly occur. He therefore sent orders to im¬ 
prison all the Officers of the factories in the intenor (36) 
and to intercept Mr. Aroyatt’s progress towards Csl- 
eutls. Mr. Amyatt had arrived at Patna when these 
instructions reached the Governor of the city, who 
accordingly sent for that gendeman. On the lat«r dis¬ 
regarding this order, a tumult arose, in which he was 
kiUed. Meer Kasim suspecUd the great merchant of 
die Seth family of being in the interest of the Enghshi 
he accordingly had them brought from Moorihedabad 
to Monghyr and put thorn in prison. 

23 On the arrival in Calcutta of the news of Mr. 
Amystfs death and the imprisonment of Mr. Ell« and 

bis followers, die Members of the CouaeU .mmed.s«ly 

resolved to commence hostilities. Messrs 

end Hastings used great efforts to persuade them, the it 

would be proper to delay, at least till the release of fte 

^otlemen whom Meer Kasim had imprisoned ,a Patna 

he effected, hut in vain. According to the opinion 

<3S) JfepleW.Cfrcm Arebic J-t. 

rouany, i. epposiUca to die town (a 

oily," dUlinct, diffuses.'') 
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of the majority of the members, the forces of the ISnglbh 
took the field. (37) At this jmieturc Mccr Jafir agi'ced, 
that tlie former duty should coiitiinre only oa the eom> 
mercc of natives, and that Curopoans should he allowed 
to trade without duties: and the Members of Cniindl 
resolved, in coiiscquciiuc*, to rcs^tore Kim to Uiu throne. 
The Scptuagetukriiin (dfi) Mcer .fulir In id almost hctroinc 
a cripple from the leprosy 5 still ho ninv prort'cdcil, es¬ 
corted by lilu^'lish tiviops, towsirds Moorslutduhud, to gnec 
more become a Nuwub. 

24. Meer Ksisiin hud token endless pains to briii^ liis 
troops into good order, and IiidoecI no governor of llengal 
had ever possessed such excellent soldiers. Ilia Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Qurghin Khan, also possessed extraordi¬ 
nary talents in military matters. Nevertheless the present 
war was ended in a very short time. In consequence of 
the wont of unanimity amongst tlie Nnwah’s generals, liis 
army was defeated at Cutwah, 00 the lllth of July, of the 
year 1711^* On the 24th the English, having routed the 
troops of the Nuwub's that were posted at Mot« 
Jheel, (39) took Moorshedabad. On tijc 2nd of August 
another battle was fought at a place called Gerioli, near 
Sooty. (40) In this also Meer Kosim^e army was again 

(37) alnUrw Ao/&— 

literally "dcMcoded into the n«ld of liottlc.*' 

(88) Of Mventy.two (yeare of age.) 

(39) ifatykil (in Hindce afaighil from 

(SanscfU a jjwl, anr! a Iftto) TKe Pearl 

Lake, a ume giveo to many laJces aad large poods, to dvoole the 
doaroess of the water. . 

(40) SiUi. None of a towg in the Provi&ee of Bengal 

thirty miles N. N. W. from Moonbedabad. Sirajooildowlah 

c aos ed imneow piles to be driven into the Eastern branch of the 
Gao|es at this place, holicviag that the Sogltsh ships of war could 
proceed up this braacli to the Nonhero point of Cossimbtuar Island, 
and thence down du fihngir&th! to Moorshe<tahad. 
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defcjitcd. T1 m5 Vfholo of the troops tied for i>efuge to a 
strong entrenchment which he bud thrown up at Ooduya 
Noln, near Rajmuhal- 

25. During ah these engagements he was at Monghyr j 
but he new rusolved to join the army at Ooduya Nala- 
Bcforc his departure he put U> death aJl tl\e Native pri¬ 
soner. lie fusteii<r<l a bag full of «and round the neck 
of Itumuuruyuii, t)ic lix-Govcinor of Pumeah.and throw 
him iulti tile river- lie also executed Unjah RajbuUubh 
with all his sons, inclutling Krishna Dass, who has been 
belbro mentioned, and put to deadi Rac Rayan, Rajah 
Oomaid Singh, Ibijah Booniyod Singh, Rajah Futeh 
Singh and several otlicrs. IVo rich merchants of the 
Seth family he hurled from a bastion of the Fort of 
Monghyr into the river. For a long time the boatmen 
on passing that place used to point out the spot where 
these two unfortuuates were almn., 

2G. Kasim AU, aOer completing all these murders, 
joined the force stiitioocd at Ooduya Nala. In the begin- 
ning of October' the Bnglisli attacked tixe Nuwab’s 
camp and defeated him. A day or two after this defeat 
he departed to Monghyr ; but thiuking it impracticable 
to oppose the English force wliich was pursuing h\m, he 
fled witii his army to Patna, taking along with him the 
few English who had fallen into bis hands. 

27. Tlic day after quittuig Monghyr his a^weached 
the banks of the Rewoh. At that pla(^^er7 arose a 
great commotion in bis camp. Every one was ready to 
cross the river, when there appeared several persons car¬ 
rying a corpse to bury it. On enqiiiry they said it was 
the body of Gmghin Khan, the Commauder-in-Chief, and 
this hod occurred according to the will of the Nuwab. 
It came out that in the evening (41) tiireo or four Moguls 

(41) Sibtl. (S aniCTit) Twilight, eveniog, late in the after, 

nooa: Implylog “prohibition” (of peculiareotmomw) and 51^ 

“ time.” 
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bod eDt«i‘cd his tent, and slaitt hico. It was given out 
^Qt thcj l\ad gone to the Coznmaader to ask for tbeir 
arrears of pay, but he bod ordered them to be driven 
away, on which they di*ew their swords and murdered 
him. The foot was, that no pay was tJicu due to tJiem j 
they had boon paid nine days previously. 

28. At ail events tliis seems in a mao iter certain, that 
Kasim Ali had ti^caobci’ously sent them to kill bis Com* 
mandcr-in-Cbief, Gui^hin Khan. A brodict of the latter, 
named Khojah Petrous, resided in Calcutta, and was on 
terms of great fiiendship with Messrs. Vansittart and 
Hastings, He had secretly written a letter to Gurghin, 
urging him to quit the Nu^'7sb’8 service, and if he had a 
good opportunity to make him a pnsoiicr. The Nuwab’s 
ebief spy got intimadon of this, and went at one o'clock 
at nfgbt to his master, and put bim on bis guard, by 
informing him that bis Commondcr-io*Chief was a traitor. 
Within twenty-four hours of that time tlie Armenian 
General, Gmghin Khun, one of tlie greatest mou of the 
age, was a corpse. 

29. After ibis Mecr Kasim fled in haste to Patna. 
MoQghyr fell into the hands of the li/ngUsh. Ho then 
perceived that he should have to quit Patna also, and in 
the end would have to abandon the country. There wore 
DO bounds (43) to his rage against the Englisli. Accor¬ 
dingly, before leaving Patna, he determined upon the 
esecutioQ of all his English prisoners, and ordered hla 
Mibtoiy Officers to go to the prison and put them to 
death. The Officers replied they were not executioners 
(43) that they should kill them without fighting; but if 

(43) Igaitd. (Ssnsenc) Fixed raessore, or qu&otit;, defialte- 

aeM. M.fDuchiieu (lift So ouch, thus much, sad ^ Affix of 
*' BUte, Moditlan. Ac.") 

(43) Jaiiad (Artbic JeUfd) An executioner, (from 

JUd. '• the Skin,’' q. d. One who or flsfs.) The Sanscrit 
word is used Id this sense. 
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he >rould pot arms into their huids they were ready to 
fight them. The Nawab then gave these sanguiDary 
orders to a European OfRcer named Shumroo. 

30. This wicked wretch bad been first a Se^eant (44) 
among the French, and afterwards entered the service of 
Moer Kasim. He accepted the duty of carrying out this 
infiimous (45) transaction. Acco mpanied by some soldiers 
he pTCM:ecdcd to the prisoo, and, firing on these defence¬ 
less wretches, put them all to death, with the exception 
of Doctor FuUarton. Forty-eight English gentlemen 
and one hundred aud fifty European soldiers were thus 
slain at Patna. After this Shumroo served under several * 
Princes, and at last obtained the Chieftainship of Sirdha- 
na. (46J Among the persons who were killed iu this 
massacre there were three Members of Council, namely, 

Ellis, Hay, and X/ushington. On the 6th of November 
1763, Patna was taken by the English, and Meer Kasim 
iled for protection to the Soobadar of Oude. 

31. Thus the war was coocludsd in nearly four 
months only. On the 32 d of October of the next year, 

(44) SXrjjQ*, CorrupUoo of tbe Snglieb “ Serjeant." 

(45) Juff^Ua. (Smucril ) Censured, bUmed, reviled 

(Put. part; of to ccosurc," which Root, with this meaning, 

is iaJlected In tbs dcsidernttve form.) 

(4$) SAmttdsd. A town la the province of Delhi: it 

ms formerly the capital of the celebrated Bcguia Somroo, but at her 
death, Id A. D. 1SS4, It lapsed to the Eii|liafa. It Is 47 miles 
K. N. E. from Delhi. KniDiltoa, Jo bb Cast India GasetCecr, spells 
H " deerdhans," aad states. " Thie U the oapltal of a small Piind- 
pality, twenty mlJea long by twelve ta breadth, which with the town 
WB 0 assigned by Nudjiff Ehan to Somroo. aod on bis death, in 1776. 

Was delivered over to the Begum Soremo, on condltioo of herteeplsg 
op a force of three Battalions of lafaatry. Semroo's real name 
WES Walter Rcnhiard. boro of obscure parents in tbe electorate of 
Treves, from whence be entered eaiiy Into the Erearh service, tahiog 
the name of Soinraer. wluch the Nathee of Hindoos tan pronounce 
Somroo, dtc.” (See this latercstiog article In Hamilton, ea above.) 
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the General of the English defeated the whole army of 
the Soobadar of Oude at Buxar (47). The aiTangement 
which was eotered into with the Wuzcer (48) after the 
defeat has no connexion with the history of Bengal. Ac¬ 
cordingly it will suffice to mention, that he first gave an 
asylum to Meer Kasim, and afterwards plundered him of 
all hia wealth and drorc him away. Subsequently to title 
period the Nuwah caused no further diattirbance in BengaU 

S2. Meer Jafir having a second time ascended the 
throne of Bengal, discovered it was impostible to dis- 
chojge the sum of money which he hod agreed to give to 
the English. He had then grown very old, and his dissase 
had by degrees become firmly rooted (49). Aceordingly, 
in the month of January of the year 1765, he died at 
Moorshedabad, at the age of seventy-four years. 

SS. It was now the privilege of the Emperor of Delhi 
to appoint his successor j but that Prince then possessed 
no authority: nay, he had not even the means of enter¬ 
ing his own capital. Accordingly the English did just 
what they pleased. Meer Jafir had a son by Muni Begum, 
named Nujumooddowlah. The Members of Council, 
in consideration of the receipt of a large aunt of money, 
appointed him Nnwab. The following new arrangement 
was entered into with him: the Eaglish took on them* 

(47) Bahttr. k town aud fortress la the province of 
Beh&r, 58 jdIIm E. N. E. fcoin Beouee. A eetebr&Ccd victory was 
gained here ia October I7d4> by tbe Britiah forces nnder Major (afeer- 
wwdsfiir Hector) Maoro, over tbe onited arauea of Sbooja*ood-t]owlah 
and Cosaim Kben (See HamUton’s East India Gtizetteer.) 

(48) C7?r, (from Arabic fFastr.) A auniatcr of 

etaU (amwerlDg to ^ afosJri in Sanscrit,) the Nuwabs of Oude 
bald tbie poet, nodec tbe Emperor of Delhi by inheritance. 

(49) SoddJiA^mii. (Sanecrit): Firmly.nxrted, or rather 
fim.rooted, (from Bound, firm and the Root > firm le the 
root of Milicit : a compouad word of the clw BoAaorfUd 
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eelved the duty of g’lurdiog the country, atid dedred 
the Nuwah to appoint & Kaib I^azim (50) to manage 
the civil (51) and criminal (52) departmenta of the Go¬ 
vernment. 

84. On tills the Nuwah earnestly solicited, that Nund 
Coomar should he appointed to tliat office; but the 
Membert distinctly refused this: and moreover Mr. 
Vanaittart, in order to put future Governors on their 
guard, noted at length, in the records of the Counwl, the 
evil deeds of the wicked Kund Coomar. A Moosulman 
named Reza Khan, a relarioa of AU Vardi Khan, was 
appoioted to the office. 

(50) ifrom Arabic UioUs 

A Deputy Oevemor. 

<51} (from PwMan ^^*0 R<J»tjng 

to the Secretary, Civil (lajodicatarc) ia cootradictloo to ^‘Crimma].’' 

(5S) Pfiaojiarl, (from Ara^ and Pemaa 

Relating to the Police, Criminal (In Judicial affoiie) as 
diatingubhed from " GvIL" 


CHAPTER XV. 


A.D. 

176S. 


1. The Court of Director?, oq hearing of all the irre- 
gularWea (I )> which Ixad arisen from the bad conduct of 
their lodiau officers, and of the hostilities with Mccr 
Keaim and the Wuaccr, and the massacre at Patna, be¬ 
came extremely alarmed. They began to fear lest the 
country, which hod been so recently acquired, should pass 
cut of th«r grasp, and they concluded that besides the 
individual, who by his wisdom and boldness had ac¬ 
quired the country, no other could now be capable of 
preserving it. They therefore urgently requested Clive, 
who had at that time been favored by the King with the 
title of "I^rd,” again to come out to India, in order to 
restore the almost ruined affairs of that country. 

i. When he had arrived In England, the Directors 
had not rewarded him accordingto his deserts ^ but, on 
the contrary, bad taken away his Jagir from him: stQI, 
at their urgent soUwUtion, he agreed to proceed again to 
India. The Directors gave him full powers for carrying 
on the affaire, and invested him • with the offices of 
Governor and Commaader*in»Chief of Bengal. They 
also gave him instrucUons, that, since so many disagree¬ 
able occurrences had arisen from the private trade of the 
Indian officers, he should certmnly put a stop to this 
trade. During the preceding eight years their officers 
had, at short intervals, (2) placed several Nuwabs on the 
throne, and had, in consequence, received more than two 

(1) fisAriftiicL (Stfiscrib) Biurder, confosica. im* 
^lantyt f? affli o/ "priwtion,” kc. and’^Wl « Chain, order, 
arrangdaent. 

(2) UpcfyyKjnn. (Sanaerit.) One open another, 
one alter saolhec. 
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Crores of Rupees^ as preseata ($) from the Natitfos; they 
therefore resolved that this sort of presents must be dis> 
contmacd. They also ordered that each of the ofUcers; 
civil as well as military) should sign a covenant, promis- 
ing that if he received a present of more than four thou¬ 
sand Rupees, he would pay it mio (4) the Government 
Treasury) and that he should not he authorited to accept 
a present (5) of more chan one thousand Rupees without 
tho permission of the Governor. 

3. The Directors sent out l^ord CUve to lodia, with 
these iostructions. On his ^rival at Calcutta, (6) on 
the 3d of May 17^5, be found that Che calamities, aC the 
apprehension of which the Court of Directors hod been 
so much agitated, had passed by (7); but that the Go¬ 
vernment had arrived at the last stage of coofusion. 
Not to mendoo others, (8) the very Members of Council 
were not consulting the interests of the Company. The 
aole object of all the officers was this, to amass wealth, 
by any means whatsoever, and to rctom with all speed to 
England. The most complete absence of justice pre- 
v^ed in all matters, and auch a system of tyranny began 
to be exercised towards the Natives, tbut the hearing of 

(а) <S*ascrit) A respcctfal offsriDS or 

present, a a piefi* of ''nearncM,” to- and 

'* Seekiog/’) 

(4) J/mS. (toai Arabic J<mo) A coagregsiion, eeU 
lectioO/ aceamalacton. 

(5) Cl^sAaf (Saoecrit) A coBpliinent&ry pfU a present 
to a wperior, to. thbnte. (5^ prefix before convey, affix 

(б) literally—" Having crosied over to Calcutta" from 

e,et and Croaaed; pwt part: of ® to pass over or across.) 

(D .^hira'ala. (Sanacrit)- Passed the proper bounds, 

passed, la time Over, beyond. Mceedini : and ^ P»t 

part! of 2P^ "to go-") , 

(8) UEcraJly—" Let the mention of any other remain afar off. 


A, D. 
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A. IX the very name of EngUshmaD was a source of disgust 
to them. Not a particle of honor or virtue remained in 
the Govcroment. 

4. The former year the Court of Directors had strictly 
ordered, that their officers should no longer take presents 
in any shape. When this order arrived the old Nuwab, 
Meer Jafir, was on his death-bed. The Members of 
Council did not enter it on their records i on the con¬ 
trary, after Mecr Jafir's death, when they made another 
person Nuwab, they took large presents from him. In the 
same letter the Directors gave these instructions, that 
their servants must give up private trade; but, disregard¬ 
ing this distinct order, the Members of Council made an 
arrangement with the new Nuwab, that the English 
should be allowed to trade, as formerly, free of duty. 

5. Clive wished, immediately afrer bis ornval, to put 
in force all the orders of the Directors. The Members 
of Council began to oppose him, as they bad done Mr. 
Vansittart. But Clive waa made of other matenals: ho 
intisted that each individual should sign an agreement, 
that he would no more take presents; and he forthwith 
dismissed from the service those who refused. On seeing 
this, some signed, and those who had collected suffici¬ 
ent (9) wealth went home ^ but all, without exception, hc~ 
came his enemies. 

6. Clive resolved, that, since the whole of the revenues 
were being swallowed up (10) by war charges, it was abso* 
lutely necessary to make peace, and accordingly, on the 
24th of June, departed from Calcutta, for the Western 
Provinces. (11) It was stipulated with Kujmnooddowlah, 

( 9 ) jlparjy^ta, (SaoKik,) Abundant, overdewinx. 

( 10 ) F«r^aiasUQ, (SanKrit.) Ftniahed, cwnplated, 
eoncluded. 

(n) Anehei, (Buaent.) The cod or border of a cloth, 

veil ehawl, kc. a border, a port of a town or eouolry. 
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that the English should manogc the whole Government, 
and that he should receive annually a total sum of fifty 
lakhs of rupees for his expenses, and that'he must expend 
this money according to the advice of lUza EGum, Eajah 
Doorlubh Ram end Jugut Seth. Soon after this, a 
treaty was also made with the Nuwab of Oude. 

7 . Of all the affairs which, wore settled in this joiuv 
ncy, the procuring of the Dewany of the three provinces 
from the King of Delhi, in the name of the Company, 
was the most important. We have before mentioned that 
he had agreed to bestow the said Dewaay upon the Eng¬ 
lish, whenever they should ask for it. Clive accordingly, 
when he Ixad an interview with him at Allahabad, soli¬ 
cited him to fulfil this promise, and he also Immediately 
assented. On the 12th of August, the Emperor confer¬ 
red on the Company the Dewany of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa, and Clive agreed that out of the proceeds of the 
revenues they would pay monllily to the Emperor, the 
sum of two Lakhs of Rupees. 

8. It appears proper to mention, in this place, that 
the Emperor was at that time a fugitive in his own domi- 
niona, and was consequently destitute of the Regal Para¬ 
phernalia (12) &c. For tbie reason a throne was pre¬ 
pared, by putting together two of the dining tables of the 
English, and covering them with embroidered cloth (13). 
The Emperor being seated upon this, handed over to the 
English three crorca (14) of subjects, along with two 
crores of rupees (15) of annual revenue. The Moosul- 

( 12 ) .ParteAfiAoi, (Sanscrit.) Coorta, trsis, depea- 
dants. dress, parspharaalia (^fT3 “ Roood/’ and " lo coter," 
affit ^^0 

(13) ^ (Ssnicrit.) Worked cloth. 

<U) Three Crores are e^ual to thirty MilUortf. 

(15) Two Crores of Rupees are equal, at the rale of two ShU- 
Hags to the Rupee, Co two MUlioos of Pounds. 
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man Histonon haa msinuated regarding; CliU afiair, that at 
any other time the deputation of numerous sagacious ( 16 ) 
rDinistcrs and skilful ambassadors, and a vast deal of 
discua^n would have been requisite to the carrying out 
of so highly important a transaction^ but now it woa 
finished in so short a time, os would not have sufficed for 
the sale of a herd of cattle^ or an asa. 

0. Of all the propitious circumstaneea which bad 
occurred in favor of the English, af^er the battle of 
Flasscy, this affair was the most important. The English 
had by that battle become the real masters of tins couq« 
try; but the Natives up to this time looked on them only 
as conquerors. Now, through this gift of the Emperor, 
the people considered them, os the proper owners of the 
three Provinces. From that period the Nuwab of Moor- 
shedabad became a mere useless appendage (17). Clivo 
returned to Calcutta, oq the 7th of September. 

10. The private trade which tlie Company's officers 
caiTied on was the source of endless oppreaslou. The 
Directors had therefore repeatedly ordered that it should 
be stopped; but thdr officers bed up to this period 
evaded (18) all those instnictious. There was some in* 
dU^octnesa in their last orders, and Clive also considered 
that the saknes of Civil Servants were very small, and 
of course they were driven to make them out (19) by 
improper means. Instead therefore of at once putting a 

( 16 J Nitigufti. Kncrtvinj wbat ia right (cspceUJty in 

Goveraioeat) sogadous, politic, Giidanee. directioo, political 

adeoce< aod ^ who knows.) 

(17) GtfpJli. Powerless, aseleas—(allud. 

ing to ao ima^of Gopal or Knehnanear CutUdt.of which a lee;ead 
b gives is the "Cbaltuya Charitamrita/' or. History of tha modem 
Bengalee Incvnatioo. Cimfotipa.) 

(IS) GolmSl (Bengalee.) Confodoo. disorder. 

(19) (Bengalee.) To cberUb, to laUea. 
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stop to thw trade, he resolved to allow it to go on under 
a proper sjstem. 

11 . He accordiDgiy appointed a Committee to carry 
on the trade in these three articles, namely. Salt, Betel- 
nuts and Tobacco. It was arranged that they should pay 
thirty-five per Cent, into the Company’s Treasury as duty, 
and whatever profit should accrue, should be divided 
among all the oificers, Civil and Militery 5 that the Mem¬ 
bers of Council should receive a lai^er share 5 and that 
the ofEcei? inferior to them, should receive at a compara¬ 
tively smaller rate. 

13. When he reported to the Directors this arrange¬ 
ment, he urged them to increase the salary of the Gover¬ 
nor, in Older that he might be freed from all necessi^ of 
being in any way concerned io this tiade; but they did 
not adopt this good advice for fifteen years after this 
period. As soon as they heard of the appointment of this 
new Committee, they expressed their dissent in eicecdiogly 
harsh language. They severely reproved Clive fbr having 
appointed this Committee, and ordered that it should be 
dissolved, and that no servant of the Government should 
he mixed up with (20) the trade of Bengal. 

IS. Up to this time the whole of the Company’s 
revenue used to be consumed solely by the charges of 
Government. The Company hod nominally a large in¬ 
come; but they were always in debt. Ail the officers, 
both European and Native, did nothing but plunder with¬ 
out the least feeling of mercy. Clive was asked In Eng¬ 
land how it came to pass, sedng the Company’s revenue 
to be so cousiderable, that there should cooatantly be a 
deficiency. He replied that if a person was once allowed 
to make a bill (31) against the Company, be would make 
a fortune out of it. 

(20) Lipltt, (SanscriO. Smeared, uiooiated. embraced, 
copnected wUh. defiled or cootaniioatcd by. 

(21) Bit. from SBglisb " fliU." 

L 
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14. But the great source of expenditure was tlic Ini^e- 
ness of the snsy. As long as the troops served in the cause 
of the Nuwab, he used to give Bl\ata (23) for that period. 
This wQs styled “ Double Batta.” They bad so long receiv¬ 
ed this lai^e remuneration, that at lost they used to look 
upon it as their right. Clive saw^that unless he coidd redneo 
the expeose <23)of the army, there would uever be any sur¬ 
plus revenue. He knew, tliat whatever system ho should 
adopt for decreasing the expenditure would pve rise to ob¬ 
jections ; but he was a man of determined resolution (24) 
and he accordingly at once issued an order, in^inating 
that Double Batta had been abolished from that date. 

15. At this the military officers were extremely dis- 
sahshed, and affirmed that as the country had been con¬ 
quered by the force of their arms, it was above all thinga 
becoming that theirs should be the advantage therefrom. 
But Clivers miod was not to be moved: he was ready to 
yield something to thcru} but he had also determined 
that it was absolutely necessary to reduce the expense of 
the army. The officers conspired together to make Clive 
act according to their wishes. After secret consultation 
they resolved that they would all resign their eommis- 
sions on the same day. 

16. When the officers of the drst brigade resigned in 
this msnner, Clrv^ on receiving the news, was greatly 
concerned, and bog;au to be apprehensive lest tliis con¬ 
spiracy (25) should have extended through the whole array. 

(29) 'ol'oi 2&fr3.(^indce>)ADest».etlowsDcetoTroopfton service. 

(43) XimieA, (frem OonJoo irAarci. Corrup- 

tioa of ^ ExpeadUare. expense, price. 

(24) ZhvA^sfi^a, (Sutscrit) Paoctasl. &n& to 

s pramiM. detenaiaed in 4 molutloa (s eompouad word of the cless 
foAvonAt. from (fern.) hard, firfo, tho promise, 8|Tte. 

nent, eog:a^moQt, ^ »&o<e.) 

WJ (Sanicrit.) MscbineUoa, coospicocy (^\sU, sad 

Qsebiae.) 
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He had been ia many difBculUes, but had never been 
entangled ( 26 ) in such a etreight as this: just at the time 
when the Mnhrattas were preparing to again invade 
Bernal, the English army became destitute of officers. 
But Clive did not despond even at this, and began to 
act with his rmtural courage. He oidered officers to be 
brought from Madras. Those Bengal Officers who had 
not o^jcnly revolted gave in. Clive dismissed the chief 
mutineera and sent them off to England. By means of 
such severity he broi^ht the troops again under subjec¬ 
tion, and in tills way also saved the Government from so 
serious and unprecedented (27) a calamity. 

17. In the course of twenty months from his arrival 
in India, Lord Clive hod established order m the afeirs 
of the Company, and diminished the expenditure j by ob¬ 
taining the Dewany of thetliree Provinces, had increased 
the revenue, ond fixed the annual income at nearly two 
Crores of Rupees, and, Imving quelled a most doDgeraus 
mutiny ivbich broke out, had esUbliehed an excellent sys¬ 
tem in the Army. By these intense labours he suffered 
so much in body, (28) that he was compelled to depart 
to his own country. Accordingly, in February X767, 
that is to say ten years from liis first arrival in Bengal, 
be embarked on board a ship. 

18. It may be said that in these ten years, he estab¬ 
lished the Englisli Empire in India. On account of his 
reforming the abuses of the Government, many became 
his enemies. Many of these returned to England with 
immense fortunes, and acquired great power in the India 
House. On Clive’s arrival ia England, they began to 

( 26 > TJUiias, (Bengalee) To toneb. knock, be obstrocted 

or stopped. 

(27) (Saostfit.) Not uperi- 

enced before. _ ^ 

f2S) literally.— "He was » moch sfBicUd bodily.” 
seeicing to be here osed adverbially. 
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li'^' against bim with much rancour, both in 

Parliament and in the Court of Directors. Men of all 
parties in the Government displayed much ingratitude to¬ 
wards him. Tlie man who had established this vast empire 
was obliged to expire under the wounds of the poi¬ 
soned tooth of the malice of his enemies. He quitted 
life in an unworthy manner, on the 22d of November, 
A. D. 1774. 

10. The English had now indeed obtained the De- 
wany; tliatis to say, the Emperor had bestowed on Ihern 
the revenues of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa; but they 
were totally ignorant of the method of transacting 
revenue business. AH the European Officers in the 
service (29) of the Company had, up to this period, been 
employed solely in carrying on either the trade of the 
Government (30) or their own private dealings, and they 
inew nothing about the collection of the land tw. 

30. Preceding Soobadars, finding the Hindoos very 

patient and clever at accounts, had entrusted the whole of 

this duty to tbeir bands. The EogUsb were, in the first 
place, ignorant of all the affiurs of this conquered country, 
and. In the next place, the Native Officers withheld from 
them all knowledge of those affaire. They were, of course, 
ohbged to carry on all business according to established 
custom. Rajah Shitab Roy being appointed to the office 
of Dewan of Bebar, took up bis abode at Patna. Mo- 
horamed Reza Khan being made Dewan of Bengal, re¬ 
mained at Moorsbedabtd. The Government was carried 
on m this way for nearly seven years. After that, in the 
year 1773, the English began to carry on all the business 
themselves. 

(20) 2br65)4, (from Arabic •mijL 7^ op 7 ^) 

joariiB. quarter, (here oaed u a pMtpotieloD s&d meaein^) oa the 
«de of. OD the part 

(80) Sarlan, Or belooglog to the Si/kar, or Govero- 

acat (fro® Persian Sarkar, the Kin^'e Court, Government.) 
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21 . During these years there was no rule nor order 
in the Oovernmeut of the country. Ihe Zemindars and 
Ryate were quite at a loss whom they should respect as 
their masters: for although the duty of conducting all 
gubernatorial affairs was in the hands of the Nuwab and 
his ministers, yet die English had become so powerful 
in all parts of this country, that the native ofScers were un¬ 
able to control them; and, according to act of Parliament, 
even the Governor of Calcutta had not the power to 
punish any one who committed a crime beyond the 
Mahratta Ditch. In fact, for the period of seven years 
after the English obtoined the Dewany, the trouble and 
confurion which reigned throughout the whole country 
are beyond calculation. 

22. In consequence of the existence of such disorders 
for several years in the Govemn:icot, the Dacoits (31) 
hod grown very bold. Every Zillah was so full of bands of 
robbers that no man of wealth was safe. In fine, Da- 
coitee had gradually increased to such an extent, that in 
the year 1772, when the Company tooh the w«ght of 
goveraiog on tlieir own shoulders, it hod become n<ces> 
sary to issue the most stringent regulations for the pur¬ 
pose of putdng it down. They gave orders that every 
Dacoit should be conveyed to hU own village and there 
banged; that his family should he slaves of the state in 
perpetui^, and that ail the people of that village should 
be fined according to their means. 

83. It was during this period of misrule that a great 
portion of the land became rent-free- The Emperor had 
indeed ^ven the whole revenue of Bengal to the Eng¬ 
lish. but instead of hang realised in CskutU, it used to 
be collected at Moorshedabad, and the Revenue Court (33) 

(31) DSiiit Oq HiJidee Xfokoif) A Robber, 

fdrstc. 

(3?) £jeAUrC(Hmdee KacAaM) A hsJl « 

court of joaliee: towQ.hsU, court, ofEcc. 


A. D. 
IfW. 
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was also at the latter place. Mahommed Kesa EChan^ 
Aajah Doorlubh Ram, and Siijah Kantc Singh, brother 
of the famous Gungagovind Singh, tltesc three persons 
carried on the whole of ti\e revenue business of Bengal. 
The 7 alone used to make all the settlements, and to send 
the revenue which they collected to Calcutta. At tlmt 
time the Zemindars were raercl; Ixcad revenue collectors: 
these, with the connivance {S3] of the Uircc grentmen 
before mentioned, gave away to Bnihmins, before the 
eyes of the BngUsh were opened, nearly forty lakhs of 
bigahs (34) of Government land, free of rent, and oc~ 
casiooed an annual loss to the state of about thuiy or 
forty lakhs of Rupees. On account of this robbery on 
the part of the landhcldeK, and dishonesty of the reve¬ 
nue (35) officers stationed at McNorshedabad, the Honor¬ 
able Company, In spite of their annual revenue of two 
crorea of Rupees, were always poor and in debt. 

24, After the departure of Lord Clive, Mr. Vci'clst 
became Governor of Bengal, in the year 17(J7, The next 
year the Directors sent positive (36) ordeiw for abolislung 
the trade of Government officers in salt and other arti¬ 
cles. They had already decreed that natives alone should 
carry on the country trade, and that no European should 
be concerned therein j but the pay of European Ofilccrs 
was very small: they therefore likewise directed that a 
sum should be allowed them from the Government Trea¬ 
sury in excess of their pay, at the rate of two and a 
half par cent, and that this sum should be shared in a 

<33) ZiteraUy.—'* Oq the strength of the voloatuy inatteatkm.” 

(34) BigH. (Hiodee SigM Suscrit f'igroAa) 
A fflMsare of lead oootalacog Cweary kathas. or ISO Aet scioare. 

(35) ^ 3CTt rArabic UaV Property, wealth, merchao. 
diae, gooie, effecta. (here applied espeoaily to the wealth of Um elate, 
the revenoe.) 

(36) C^rAi/4. (Saiucrit) CoBctueloa, deeuica (^ A 
crest, picaaclc, aod end) 
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rateable proportion by all tbe Officers, Civil and Mi* 
litary. 

2 o, But after the departure of Clive, the Company's 
atfairs began again to get into disorder. It is true the 
incoroe h India was gieat, but the expenditure began to 
be far greater. There was now doily a aad (37) deficien¬ 
cy (38) in Bie treasury. The Governor of Calcutta, in 
October of the year 17C9, having balanced the accounts, 
found tiiat much debt bad been incurred, and that mat¬ 
ters could not go on witirout contracting further obliga* 
tious. At that time the following was the mode of col- 
lec^g money: whatever sums the European Officers 
saved, the Governor used to rccuve them into the Cal¬ 
cutta Treasury, and send drafts (89) for tbe amount on the 
Court of Directors in London. The Directors bad no 
means of meeting these drafts (40) except selling tbe mer¬ 
chandise which used to be sent from India. But as tbe 
Governor of Calcutta and tbe Members of Council began 
to contract large debts, and at the same time to transmit 
less goods than usual, of course the Directors were unable 
to meet those bills: consequently they sent instructions 
that Governor of Calcutta should not again send bills 
of this kind, but should for one year borrow money in 
Calcutta itself. 

20. 'Phe result of this was, that the G oveiment Officers 
began to remit to Europe the money they had saved 
through the French, Dutch, and Danes: that ia to say, 
they deposited theu money in the Treasuries at Chander- 
nagore, Chinsurah and Scrampore, and took bills in the 

(37) Sithami (SsascriL) Unevea, unpsralJeled, punful, 

excessive. 

('SS ) (BeageJe^ Tbe not eoffidog for any 

porpoee. 

(99) Bant ((rom Arabic 9firi/)OcamU3ioa.u«lp- 

meat. w&rrsot> rerercoce, Ora/t. 

(40) /ftmfi (Hindee a BiU of Exchange. 


A. D. 
Wflf- 
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name of other European Companies. These merchants (41) 
pmtrliased with the monej merchandise, &o. which they 
aeot to Europe, and which used to arrive there and be 
disposed of within the period the bills had to run. By 
this arrangemoDt, tho other European merchants residing 
in India experienced no loconvenicuoc from want of 
funds; whereas the English Company were to tho great* 
tit cliatjBSS. Nottvithstandlng the prohibition of the Direc¬ 
tors, the Government of Calcutta had, through necessity, 
again contracted debts os before, and had, in tho year 17C9, 
sent bills to England; in conscf^uenco of which, there 
appeared every probability that the Company's athura in 
London would be altogether ruined. 

27 . In the month of January, of the year 17^5, 
Nujamooddowlalx hod become Narim, in tho room of 
Jaftr Khan. On bis decease, the following year, 5yfood* 
dowloh was established on the throne. Upon hia demise 
from small pox (42) in tho year 1770, bis brother, Moo* 
barukooddowlah, succeeded to the dignity. Tlio Mem* 
b^ of Council began to give him the same sum for 
bU expenses as his predecessors used to receive, but 
the Directors sent iostniotiona that they should reduce 
the annual allowance, and give him sixteen lakhs of 
Kupces. 

28. In the year 1770 a most grievous frmlne (43) 
occurred, by which the country was almost depopulated. 
That year will be for ever memorable in the annals of 

(41) Stodugar, (ftom Peman A 

merchajiu trader. 

(42) SasanJarop. (SaBMrit.) The veraal diseoae, the 

emaU pu the season of Sprioi;, iocluding the moothe Chaitra 

and Byaakb. or fron the middle of March to the middle of May: 

C?t^ disease.) 

(43) ihrriAiiAyo, (Suaent) Dearth, frmme. a predix 
ireplyiag “diffieatty. probibitioa" and 1^^] '‘i^ma’': when charity 
ceases.) 
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Bengal for Ibis calamity. It is impossible to describe to 
what extent the pow underwent intolerable misery at that 
period, but our readers will be able in some degree to 
comprehend it by our staring thus much, that in conse¬ 
quence of that fominc, nearly one-third of tlic inhabitanta 
of the country foU into the jaws (44) of death. In that 
year the Directors ordered that a Council of Revenue, 
composed of Civil ServauU, should be established at 
Meorshedabad and Patna. The duty appointed for them 
was, that they should enquire into revenue matters, and 
examine the rsceipU; (45) but the settlement of the re¬ 
venue still remained in the bands of Natives. Mahommed 
Ilcza Khan and Rajah Shiteb Roy, remaining at Moorshe- 
dabad and Patna respecrively, began to carry on the busi¬ 
ness as usual, and only their seals (46) were affixed to all 
papers (47) connected with land. 

39. On the resignarion of the Honorable Mr. Verelst, 
in the year 1769, Mr. Cartier obtained the post of Go¬ 
vernor : but, on account of the incompetency of the 
Government of Calcutta, the affeirs of the Company had 
become greatly disordered, and almost ruined. Conse¬ 
quently, the Directors sent out to India the following 
three persons, for the'propose of reforiaing all abuses, 
and reducing the expenffitures viz., the former Governor 
of Calcutta Mr. Vansittart, Mr. Scrafton, and Col. Ford. 
But they did not reach thdr desiinatiou: the ship in 
which they embaikcd was never heard of, after passing 
the Cape 5 and it was universally supposed, that the 
vessel must have gone down with all on board. 

( 44 ) Grii (SflAserit) A moulbfol, the act of swsllowinf. 

(45) A jeeeipt for money, &e. 

( 46 ) SAitawW. The word " Seal" with ita eyno. 
ayme ie Fer^aa. affixed, 

(47) KOffV-petra. (Persian KryAs*. Paper, and 

Sanscrit A documeat) A written doeumeet, a deed, a voocher. 

U 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


A. h. 

wx 


1. When Mr. Cartier quitted tlic post of Governor, 
in the year 1772, Mr. Wanen Hustings aurcceded to 
tliat Office. Amongat all those who have up to this <Liy, 
come out to India in the East India Company’s service, 
he stands pre-eminent. He came out to this country in 
the Civil Service in the year 1740, at the age of 18 ycaw, 
and commenced studying the language and |>olitics of 
the country with the greatest application. lu the year 
1757 , Clive appointed him, though only 2t> years of age, 
to the situation of resident at the Court of Moorsbedabad. 
This was at that time a very high post; no office was 
more honorable, except tlxat of Governor. When Mr. 
Yansittart obtuned the chief dignity at Calcutta, Mr. 
Hastings alone possessed his confidence. 

2. In December of the year 17C1, Hastings became 
a Member of the Council of Calcutta. At that period 
all the other Members were opposed to Mr. Vaosittart i 
he alone sided with him. At the time when all the officers 
were guilty of mal-practiccs, he alone was faultless. All 
the other Members of Council were in the habit of 
making money by deposing one Nawab and setting up 
another (1) in his place, but no one could ever suspect 
him of taking any thing. In fact he was so poor, that 
when he went to Europe (3) with his friend Mr. VansiC- 
tart, in the year 17 C 5 , he wished to borrow a very small 
sum of money from his banker (3) Ehojah Petros, but 

(]) Literally —" A.aointij)| or coofifcrsting aaotber." 

(2) BiidI (from Arabic WiiSg^ Aq inhabit«<] 

coQotry. domisieo. district, s /oreign caui^ Tills word is usuaUj 
mtricUd to Europe^ sod of^ to Soglsad. 

(8 A banker, money desler, mercbsnt, (^^1 

great, illustrious, and persoo.) 
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was refused by him, &nd obtiged to borrow in another 
< 5 uartor. 

3. la the year 1770 , the Directors appointed him to 
the post of second Member of the Council of Madras. 
He there cshiblishcd such excellent regulations^ tliat the 
Directors were highly pleased with him. Afterwards, when 
the Olficc of Qovcnior of Calcutta became vacant, they, 
considering Hastings ns most qualified, appointed him to 
the dignity : at tlmt tune ho was forty years of age. 

4. The Directors were highly displeased that Natives 
should make all the settlcroeots of the revenue. They 
perceived that the receipts were gradually becomiug less; 
accordingly, seven years after obtaining the Dewany, they 
determined to be the real Dewan; that is to say, to take 
into their own hands the duty of making the settlement 
of the revenue, and to collect it by the instrumentality of 
European Olficers. Hastings bad to carry this new 
measure into effect immediately on his arrival. He as> 
sumed the OfBce of Governor on the 13^ of April. On 
the 14th of May it was proclaimed, with the consent of 
the Coundl, tliat they would themselves conduct Uic 
revenue affairs; that the European Officers who should 
manage the revenue should be styled Collectors; that for 
a cerUiin period the whole of the land should be given m 
farm; (4) and that four Members of Councllj formed 
into a committee, should visit all the dishicts, and make 
the settlements. The committee hrst proceeded to Kish* 
nnghur (S) and commenced business; but on the former 

(4) < wisl (Arabic Hirt, rent, a privi¬ 

lege or locomr of variable emoust, sold or let fora dnd som, 2. A fiiroi. 

Krahnawgar. (Sanscrit. The city of Krisboa. 
Name of a town in the proviaeo of Beogal, district of NudJea. to 
which Itoceasiouallyeoioaiuateatee Its aaoo, being the residence of the 
Judge. Collector) and civil establishraonl. It sCaoda 00 the south* 
easicra skle of the Jelliogliy branch of the Gauges, uty.iwo niiles 
N. by E. from Calcutta.-Sec Kaiolltoo). 


A.D. 

1772. 
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propietors wishing to pay the revenue (6) at a very low 
rale (7) they began to put up all the land to auction (S). 
Any Zemindar or Tnlukdar (9) who agreed to give a 
reaeoaable rent, resumed poMcaaion of his distnet, oa 
usual; and any who wished to pay very little was diamiaaed 
with a pension, and another person appointed In his raom. 
In order that the Governor might ace into every thing, 
with bis own eyes, the Khalsn, (10) that is, the revenue 
office, was brought from Mnorsbedubad to Calcutta. 

5. On this clxange ef the regulations affocting reve¬ 
nue matters, it became necessary to alter those also 
which related to Civil and Criminal affiiirs. Two courts 
of judicature (U) were cstabliabcd in each district. In 
the Criminal Court (13) the Collector, the Kasec (1$) 

ffi) MilfffjArt. (Persiaa 

Itent paid in CDoae;. the poyiog of rest or toue (the Oral meaning 
an&were to ^ or aod the last to or 

(7) Nirikh, (Persian Nirkh) Price food by the 

olEccrs of Polm. price euneut. tanif, assiw. 

(8) Nitam, (PortUfis«c ” Leilomn Auction 
to pot up (a thing) to auction. 

«) TSluWdr. (Arabic JJMm ThaUu^dnr.) The 

holder of a Tbhia or isssor. lordship, estate. 

(10) ITAfW, (Arabic iOd/ud) J. Pure. 2, 

Aa Office of Goveenmeot is which the businesa of the Revenne Dc- 
partmrat IS Crsasactcd; achcqoer. 3. handheld immediately from 
govsrnment. 

(11) Sieiiiralay. (Sarucrlt.) A court of justice 

(f^FT? the exercise of jadgmeat oa a present object, iavesUgation. 
con«deratioQ. and a dwelliag, a receptacle.) 

(12) (Arabic A<idl6l) J. A court 

of justice, assize. 2, Justice, law. ct^ulty. 

(13) iTrfff, (Arabic Q»Trf) A judge, justice (port, 

act of to decree, determine.) 
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and t}ie Mooflee {14) eat in together^ Tlie 

Collector heard cases (15) also in the Civil Court, with 
the aid of the Dewan and other officers (16). For the 
purpose of receiving Appeals, (I?) in suits, two Courts 
were established in Calcutta! that in which Civil Cases 
were adjudged was styled the Sudder Dewany Adaw- 
lut^ (18) and tliat in which Criminal Coses were heard, 
“the Sudder Nisnmut Adawlut.” (19) 

G. Up to this period the Judge (20) used to take the 

(14) ifuphti, (Arotw A euperior office 

omoog Msho»eiaQ8, whose decrees ere regsrded os law, (part* act 

of^ i^u decree, judge, swud.") 

(16) Csri^W^l Moludiavi, (Aiabic ^ Ji- itfNjaidaaa) A 
cause (in law) subject, affsir, luattcr, thesis (part. pass, of 
Qadama, '* to go before.”) 

(16) JidA. (Arabic Amala^ pi. of 

/flwX) Operators, executors, collectors of rcwiuc. govoraors. Of¬ 
ficers of justice. (It Is commonly used as wnguhr, meaning "An 
infbrior oScei." and bas tlie plural signs affixed as here.) 

(17) Jinl. (English "Appeal”) This is expressed In 

Oordooby Hnffid. Reference. 

(15) *1?? Cff«9'R*l Soder IfttM (Arabic 

Poralan Arabic Sad(irDi»#»liiri«)Thed^ 

Ciril Court (ja«» The breast, the fbremosi or highest part of 
any thing, the first pUce or seat In an assembly, chief, supreme, 

belonging or relating to the Dewan. the minister or 

Oratory, CWl (In law) ; and ^ a Coort of J^tice.) 

(19) S®dtfr 

Sadr Siiumt Aishl) The CJhief or Supreme 
Crimiaai Court, (jcW as above, 1. Arrangement. Govern- 

lUenl. 2. The admlnielralion of criminal JustiM. as above.) 

(20) afW Jiy. (English "Judge.") Tills is expressed In Sansent 

byf^htH’P^ neAff>'9iar/«i ia Oordoo by W«r{A 


A. V. 
1772. 
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ckenUh (21) or fourth part of the amount in dispute ia each 
case brought forward: this was abolished. Large fines (22) 
were abolished: and the power possessed by creditors of 
confiniog debtors (23) was pat a stop to. The adjudge¬ 
ment of civil causes for a less amouut than ten rupees 
was entnielcd to the Chief Zemindar of the Purgun- 
nah. (24) The English, with a view to govern Bengal 
according to their own system, at first established the 
above regulations. 

7. The Directors had come to the opinion, that the 
deficiency in the revenue of Bengal was entirely owir\g 
to the dishonest (25) conduct of Mahommed Reza Khan. 
They had suspicions of his proceedings from the day of 
bis appointment to his ofice, and they also did not forget, 
that when he was employed in the Chaklah (26) of Dacca, 
during the rule of Mcer Jafir Ally, there then occured a 
deficiency in the treasury ( 2 ?) to the amount of ten 
lakbs of rupees. Some also brought this accusation 

(21) CJmtk, IIb<I« (SsoKril. The fourth part: 

h«noe tribute (colteeCcd by the Mshrattse.) 

(22) /onmeua (Arabic Penlen ^ Jorvniltutk 
property /umeMifromAnbic Auia.a ertmc, fault) A penalty, 
forfeit. fioe-HTbe Saneerit word Da»do expresses this meaning ) 

(23) KiAtak. (Sanecrit A borrower, a debtor. 

(24) ^5^ (Persian An inferior 

dins'ioo of a country (leu then a rillah) nearly e<]aBl to a barony. 

(25) ./fsaf. (SaaseriL) Noa^existent, uatrue. unreal. Bad, 
rile, (® Privative prefix, and present part, of “to be." 
“ Being, exutlag. True, good. Right, proper.") 

(26) 5TT*n Ck^kts, (Hindoo CAail3, Sanscrit. 

ChakraJ A diviaioa of a country contalniag several paigaoaa. 

(27) nAkUi/butl, (Arabic TiAuSl Trusta, 

eha^s, cash, and Uiodee gUl Deficlcory. abalcmcot, redaction, 
from to abate, decrease) 
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ogniiiStUim, ( 28 ) tlut Jurlng the croe) fumine of l?fO, 
he roonopoUzed (29) the whole of die gram for his own 
prohc. He was unlvei'saUy suspected of having embes^ 
z!cd much public money, and greedy oppressed the 
people. 

8. Whilst lie held his employment at Moorshedahad, 
he was without a nval (80) in Bengal. He wna Deputy- 
Soobodnr, coosequcntly the duty of the entire settle* 
ment of the revenue was in his hands; and he was also 
Deputy Nesim, and of course he had likewise the whole 
responsibiUty of the Police. (31) The Directors oould 
see, that as long as such powers remained in his handa 
no person whatever could come forward to give informa¬ 
tion against him. They accordingly sent instructions, that 
Mahoenmed Hesa Khan should be apprehended, with his 
femily, and brought to Calcutta, and that all his papers 
should be seized. ($2) 

9. Mr. Hastings had entered on the duties only ten 
days when the above order reached him late at night. On 
the morniog of the next day be wrote a letter to Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton, the Itcsidcat of Moorshedabad, to send Mahommed 
Keza Khan to Calcutta. Tht latter was accordiogly sent 
off to Calcutta, by water, together with his family, and 
Mr. Middleton took charge of his duties. When he ar¬ 
rived at Chitpore, one of the Members of the Couneil 
was despatched to have an interview with him, and explain 
the grounds of this proceeding; and Mr. Hastings also 

<S8) Idterellv—“ ia his nuae.*' 

(29) SkeAaiiyi, (prenoancad Ebchctiye,) Mooopoly. 

(80) A^triUso (SanacritO Without a second, alone, 
ubtiTslUd, peerless. 

(81) PMto; Corruption ot Eoslieb " Police.” In Oonbo 

the word y Fiuiidari is used mthis sense. 

(82) Aia\, (.Hindce) Prereatloo, stop, bar, obstacle; name 
of a Kw. 
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wrote him u letter to the followiog purport," I am under 
the orders of tho Court of Directors; 1 have, tlierefore, 
boon obliged to obey their orders; but my friendship with 
you shall in no de^ee be reversed.” 

LO. Similar suspicions had also arisen regnrcling tlic 
conduct of the Naib Dewau of Bchar, llujaL Shitnb Itoy. 
Accordingly he likewise wia brought to Calcutta. Ills 
trial was completed id a very few days, and no fault was 
found against him. He was, therefore, dismissed (3.1) 
with honor. The Miihomincdaii Historian praUcs hia 
management of the Government affairs; but he also 
states, that, like other Natives risen to high rank, he also 
used to take largo sums from the people subject to him 
by oppressive measures. 

11. In order to make him amends for the disgrace 
which had been put upon him, by brlngiog him as a 
suspeeted criminal to Calcutta, it was thought proper to 
bestow on him some reward; consequently the Members 
of Council pi^esented him with a dresa of honor, and 
created him Hae Rayan of Behor. But lie was altogether 
broken-hearted from the dishonor which had come upon 
him. Of ail the Natives whom the English had hither¬ 
to employed they always showed to Rajah Shitab Roy the 
highest respect. He was so high spirited, (34) that 
the disgrace of being suspended from his office, brought 
down to Calcutta, and tried for a suspected crime, was 
quite intolerable to him, and on bis retxun to Patna he 
died of this mental affliction. His son, Rajah Kulyan 
Singh, was immediately installed in his office. Rnjah 
Shitab Roy was the original cause of the great reputation 
which the district of Patna bos acquired for its 

(33) Biitit. (SsQScrit.) DlsausssJ. p«mission to 

dipare. 

<34) lyaaw?, (SsDScrit.) Splcadld, powcrfol, ardent, spi¬ 

rited, ene^ietic. 
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grapess (35) Through his endeavours the cuiUvaUon 
of grapea and melons (36) woa drat adopted io that 
district. 

12. The trial of Mahommed Khan had lasted a long 
time* His accuser (37] was the notoriously wicked 
Nundcoocnar. There was no kind of wickedness in 
which this person was not a proficient. From this it 
was at drst supposed that the crime of the accused would 
be proved; but, after a two years investigation, he was 
acejuitted j hut ho was not restored to his former ofRce. 

IS. On bis dismissal from office, his duty in the 
Nhsamut was divided into two parts. The charge of 
instructing the Nuwah was entrusted to Munee Begu^> 
and Hastings appointed Gooroodas, the son of Nund> 
coomar, to inspect the whole of the expenditure. The 
majority of the Members of Coimcilmade many objections 
to this appointment, and observed that Gooroodas was 
quite a child, and that appomtieg him was appointing his 
ffither, whom, however, the English could never trust. 
Mr. Has^ngs did not indeed listen to their advice at 
that time; but in the end be reedved the due reward of 
this bis undue display of ftvor towards the offspring of 
Nundcoomar. 

14. At this period the bu^nesa of the Company in 
England bad become greatly confused and nearly 
ruined. The utter confusion which had occurred In India 
in the five years between the departure of Lord Clive in 
the year 1767> snd the appointment of Hastings in the 

(39) 71^1 (pn>Bou«d .DrSlAj'j) (Saasent.) Agrape. 

(Root 71^ W detoe. Affij 74^) 

(96) Skarm^, (Penian fttfriura) A mask 

melon, ^ctoete «eb (olio writteQ Khorhi^.) 

(87) DothidghotaJi, The lifter up, or opener, or 

exposer, of a crime, ( s crime, or fault, and An 

opeser, Uftiog, lusisg up. ^^up; aod from 7^ to strive.) 

N 


A. TX 
1779. 
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A. D- year 1772 waa equalled by the bad state of the affoirs of the 
Directors inEngUad. At a time when the insolvency of the 
Company was impending, the Directors resolved to pay 
to the proprietors of stock (88) a dividend (89) on profiU 

(40) at the rate of eleven and a half per cent. If their 
bmdncss had met with great success, it would have been 
by no means proper to assign such profits. At any rate, 
after cominitdng such a foolish act, tho Directors, on 
examining the Treasury, found there was not laid up (41) 
therein a single cowee. (42) They were consequently 
obliged to borrow of the Bank of England, at first forty 
lakhs, and then twenty lakhs of rupees. At last they 
had to go to the King's Minister, and ask him for a ban of 
a crore of rupscs. 

15. Up to this period Pailiament (48) bad never 
paid any attention to any matter connected with India, 
but on the appearance of such a bad state of the 
Company’s a£f«rs, they resolved to take the whole busi¬ 
ness into their own bonds. A Committee (44) was 
appointed te enquire into all the misconduct that had 
taken place in the Company's Government, and on ila 

(38) Mnidiutn. (Ssmscrit) CJapUJ. pruadpal, Root, 
ori|^ C4;4tsl> and wealth.) 

(39) Ei^> AraWe Bimj Share, put, 

.divhioQ. 

(40) (from AxeWc plural of 

Mm/oat:) Profit, advantage, gaia. 

(41) 8a«iot (Saasail.) Provender or stock for travelling 
expences " to go" ^ 

(42) ^91^ EapardAik. (Sanscrit.) A small ehell which passes 
as current cola throughout the Eut, C^pr« Afwirfs. a Cowrie 
('¥^KbH.) 

C43) from the Ragliah “ PatUft- 

ttent.’* 

(44) Aosori, from the English “ CommitUe.” 
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^ving in its report) (45) the MioisUrs perceived 
that there ives no expedient for eaving the Compaoj) 
without entirely changing the arrangements: they ac* 
cordingly introduced into Parliament several proposals, 
with the view of correcUng all abuses. The Directors 
made objections in this matter to the utmost of their 
powers but tbetr ill conduct bod obtained such noto> 
rlety, and all mankind were so much disgusted therewith) 
that the Parliament disregarded all their objections, and 
suported the plan brought forward by the Kiog^s MU 
nister. 

16. The whole system of the Indian Government, 
both in England and India, was now remodelled. The 
mode of choosing the Directors was also in some degree 
changed. By this the abuses which had arisen in the 
Company’s affaii'S in England were malerially corrected. 
It was also ruled that six of the Directors should be re¬ 
quired annually to withdraw from thdr office> and that aix 
Others should be elected in their room. It was moreover 
ordered, that the Governor of Bengal should be the 
Governor General (46) of all India, and that the political 
afihirs of the other Presidencies (47) should be under 
his coatrcL 

17 . Disputes were always aritiog regarding the power 
of the Governor and Members of Council; it was there- 
fore enacted that the Qoveroor General should be sole 
Governor and Commander of Fort William. The Go¬ 
vernor General, the Members of CouncO, and the Judges 
were prohibited from eogo^ng in commerce, consequent- 

(46) Report, from the Eogllsh " Reporti" which may 

be rendered by the Sanscrit 

(46) “ Goeenior Gcocrsl" may be rendered by the Sanscrit 

PradAiniiJupali, whilst “ GoTcrnor/' is simple 
Jdkipali. 

(47) R^adAsnt. A royal rvsidtacc, capita^ metro¬ 
polis, seat of Govemmeat. 


A. D. 
1772. 
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ly the Govemor^s sdery was fixed at two lakhs and a 
half, and that of each Member of CouDcil at eighty 
thousand a year. It was also ordered that no person 
employed in the Company's or EQng’s service was st 
liberty to receive presents, The Directors were instruct¬ 
ed to lay before the King’s ministers all documents 
connected with the Government of the country which 
should arrive from India. 

18. The following rules were enacted on Uie Butject 
of the administration of justice. That a principal place 
of judicature should be established in Calcutta, with the 
B^le of “ the Supreme Court.” That one Chief Justice, 
that is to say principal Judge, on an annual salary of 
eighty thousand rupees, and three Puisne Judges, that 
is to say subordinate Judges, on salaries of sixty thousand 
each, should there administer justice. That these Judges 
ehould not be subject to the Company, but be appointed 
by the King himself, and that in that Court the causes of 
British subjects should be decided according to British 
law. Finally it was enacted that ^ law, which was the 
first that Parliament had passed regarding the conduct¬ 
ing of the affmrs of India, ehould come into effect from 
the 1st of August of the year 1774. 

19. On the adoption of the above plan, the Governor 
of Bengal became Governor General, and his authority 
extended over the whole of India. But wc are compiling 
a compeodiuD) of the History of Bengal, and shall, there¬ 
fore, confine ourselves principally to the mention of those 
events which occurred In this Government. For a know¬ 
ledge of the victories which were achieved in several 
provinces of Hindoostan (43) under the authority of the 

(48) Bindtaifan. (Peniu 

India, particolarly applied to the Upper Provinm. EU- 

du. 1. A Negro, a black Arabian, Indian or Ethiopian, 2. A Genloo, 
and Sten, aplacoj. 
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Governor General, our readers must refer to the History 
of HindoosUn. 

20. Mr. Hostiogs bad ^splajed such ability in con* 
ducting the afiairs of Bengal, that he woe appointed the 
brst Governor General. Kotwlthstanding bis extraordi* 
nary telcnta and knowledge, the people of England were 
extremely ill'dieposed towards him $ and those persona 
who were utterly Ignorant of the affairs of that period 
used to coauder him a very wicked ntan. Pour persons 
were associated with him as Members in the Supreme 
Council to deliberate on the aSoira of Goverament. Among 
these Mr. Barwell had for a coQsiderable period belonged 
to the Civil Service j but the other three persons, namely 
Colonel Monsoa, Sir John Clavering, and Mr. Francis, 
had never visited this country. These three geatlemen 
had arrived full of enmity towards Mr. Has^nga^aad only 
searched out faults ia all hia Tocasurea. He, immediately 
on heariog of their arrival at Madras, bad written them 
a letter expressive of his good wilL On their reaching 
Kedgeree, (49) he despatched the Chief Member of the 
Council to meet them, and ao individual of the Governor 
General’s private staff (SO) was sent to welcome them, (51). 
When they disembarked at Calcutta, such honors were 
paid to them os had not been shows to even Lord 
Clive or Mr. Yanaittart. On their arrival a salute of 
seventeen guns (52) waa fired, and all the Members 


A. D. 
177 * 


(49) KhA^n. Natoe of a villa^ sod haraar in tbe fto- 
viztee of Beogal, situated at the mouth of die Hoofhly river, which 
here expands to a breadth of sloiOBt nice miles acroea. An officer on 
the part of Gorenmeat reaidea hare, who mahes dailj reporta of the 
Ships that arrive and tall, and a light hooee haa been erected a few 
milea forthar down—(see BamiltooO The Kabommedana call it 

probably from innj&r {Suucrit KXerjm) a 

Pate. The Bengaleoe also call it iTelfjiecAie. 

(50) Psritkad. (Sanscrit.) A courtier. 

(51) Bwsyala, (Sanecrit) Welcome, salutation. 

($2) Literally—*' serootccQ (dischaigee of) saluting Guns took 
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pf Cogneil assembled to receive them; still they were 
not satisfied. (53) 

21. They complained to the Directors that they had 
not received due honors; because the troops were not 
drawn out to receive them—the salute of cqhdoq did not 
amount to the proper number—their reception had taken 
place in Hastings* own house instead of the Council-houae, 
and the new Government, of which they had come out 
as Members, had not been proclaimed with sufficient 
pomp. 

22. These three Members of Council arrived at Ked¬ 
geree on the 14th of October, but it took them five days 
more to reach Calcutta. On the SOth, the first meeting 
of the Council took place j but, in consequence of Mr. 
Harwell not baviag arrived, nothing more than the pro- 
dama^on of the new Government was done that day, 
and all the rest of the business remained for considera¬ 
tion on the following Monday, the 24th (54) of the month. 
As the new Members were quite unacquainted with the 
affairs of India, Mr. Hastings, at the commencement of 
the meeting, placed before them a detailed atetement 
of the condition in which the whole bu^ess of the Com¬ 
pany was progressing. But at this very first sitting such 
dissension arose that the Government of India was 
thrown into the greatest confuwn thereby for nearly 
seven years &oni that time. Mr. Harwell alone sided(56) 
with the Governor General, the other three Members 

pJace” (5o*rfitd, idjeetiw, from Arabic SoiftS/ a »!aUtioo, 

nluM, and Turkish Top, a Caaooo.) 

(*S3) Tsnitddtr maa ulJula nH. Literally 

** Umj minds did ooC rise.** 

(54) Iltnii, (from Arabic TSriiA.) Date, era, 

day of a rao&tb, <ex prosed by the Saii6<i*t irord 

(55) Fa(«Aoi (piOQCPUJiecd Paiftya) Sanscrit. Aaidctswlpg, 
aa alternative, apartaan, (Root ^'^to lake a part or side, affix 
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used always to vote m oppoaition to him on every aul> 
jeet, and as they had the majority, the Govemor General 
became a mere looker on j in reality the whole of the 
power fell into their hands. They used to conduct every 
proceeding with a view only to bring Mr. Hostings into 
contempt; (56) consequently these proceedings were not 
according to the dictates of judgment, but were merely 
prompted by anger. 

2S. It is indeed o matter of much surprise, that the 
Government, notwithstanding the constant existence 
therein of such dissensions for the period of six years, 
from the introduction of the new system of the Perlia* 
meat till the year 1780, was not altogether torn to pieces. 
Mr. Hastings had a few days before appointed Mr. 
Middleton Resident of the City of Lucknow. (67) The 
new Members now ordered him to quit that appointment, 
and rejecting the new arrangements which Mr. Hastinga 
had made with the Nuwab, they sent up exhorbicaut 
demands against him. Hastings urged upon them to 
stop in t hei r course, and intimated that if such things 
took place, it would be notorious throughout the whole 
world that dissension existed in the Government: espe* 
cdally the Natives, who always looked upon the Governor 
as the head of the state, now seing him so powerless, 
might naturally conclude ^t a revolution was at hand. 
But the Members, enslaved by anger and malice, paid no 
attention to this. In feet, the whole of their proceedings 
of this nature, from, first to last, only displayed their igno¬ 
rance and littleness of mind. 

(£6) Jpaioslfta, fSaaBcrit) Deprived of rank, dignity, 

or respect 

(67) Laiknao. (SamKrit Loki/munj. 

Naae of a city ia the proviace and kingdom of Oode. 
of which It is the capita], utuated on the South of the 
Oocmty river, which is asvigahla for boats at all seasona of the year, 
end falls into the Oanges behreen Bcoares and Gbsteepore.^See 
HamllCooO 


A. D. 
177 *. 
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24. The Nativee speedily became ioformed on the 
subject of this kind of disaepeion amongst the Council, 
and they were able to perceive, that Mr. Hastinga, who 
had ao long been Chief over all, now do longer possewed 
any authority. Consequently, all wlio were dissatisfied 
with any of hia proceedings began to bring complainta 
against him to Jrancia and hia assoriates; and the latter 
also commenced to receive the complaints of those persona 
with heartfelt zeal. (58) At that time the Ranco (58) 
of the deceased Tilakchandra, Chief of Burdwan, arrived 
in Calcutta, accompanied by hereon. She was immo. 
diately induced to present a petitioD, to the effect, that 
after the Rajah’s death she had given in bribes to the 
Engliah and their Officers, the sum of nine lakhs of 
rupees, and that of this amount Mr. Hastings had taken 
fifteen thousand rupees. On this Hastings wished to 
see the accounts in Bengallee and Persian; but the 
Ranee would not exhibit any. Up to thU period it had 
been the privilege of the person at the head of tho 
Government to confer an honor upon any individual, but 
Hastings’ opponents, disregarding him, gave, with their 
own hands, a dress of honor to the young Rajah. 

25. They began to reward those who complained (60) 
against Hastings, and to bring spies (61) from all parts 
of Bengal. Immediately numerous accusa^one com- 

(53) JoittA, Endeavour, efbxt. energy. 

(fl&) MaiisAL (Sanscrit) The wife of a kuig, bat eapKlally 

the ODe who has been crowned with him, a qneeo, (Reot to war¬ 
ship or ha worshipped, end Uaadi 

(60) (Pw«wi WsfuA.froiD ckJJ^ 

toconaplaia. A complaint, lameotatioo, eapremed by the 
Sansofit word 

<6l) H ffoyenis. (Pemiaii fk-UiJ^Part! art of 

Gt^on to speak.) A Spy, aformer, (expressed by the Swucrit word 
^ CW). 
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menced pouriog in. One Native made a representation A, c». 
to the effect, that the Foujdar of Hooghly received an 
annual salary of 72,000 rupees, and gave out of it 
$6,000 to Mr. Hastings, and 4,000 to his Deivan; but 
that be could conduct the duties on only $2,000 Rupees. 

Those who are acquainted with the Native character can 
easily detect the secret of this contemptible charge; but 
even this was received at that time. Witnesses were 
heard on tliis matter j and the other Members, who were 
hostile to Hastings, declared that sufficient proof had been 
produced. Accordingly the Foujdar was dismissed, and 
another person was appointed to his office} but nothing 
was done for the accuser. 

28. A month after, the following charge appeared! 
that Muni Begum had not given account of nine lakhs 
of rupees. After much urging, (62) the Begum said that 
when Mr. Haatings went to iostal her in office, she had, 
in her joy, given him a lakh acd fifty thousand rupees to 
spend in rejoicings. Mr. Hastiogs acknowledged that he 
had certainly taken the money} but that be had laid it out 
on account of the Government, and had saved the Com¬ 
pany a lakh and a half of rupees. He also asserted, that 
whenever the Nuwab of Bengal came and resided in 
Calcutta, a thousand Rupees were always given him for 
his daily expenditure. This apology (6$) of Mr. Hastings 
was not admitted by any one j and yet there is no just 
ground for believing that this money was expended other¬ 
wise than on the Company’s account. 

27 . It was now evident that any accusation which 
might be made would be admitted: accordingly the wicked 
Nuadcoomar also took the opportunity to bring forward 
a charge. He asserted in strong terms to the following 

(62) Pirgjjtrj, iUpeated Cortarlog, bnusjag. prsnjnf. 

(63) (Sansnil.) ArriDj^wnfDt of argvt 
meois a agw, s reasoo. so argumwt, and ftstJH orderly 
amogemenL) 


0 
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effects Honorable the Goverpor General received 
three lakhs of rupees fcpr oppointing Muai Begum 
and my son Gooroodos to the guardianship (C4) of 
the Nuwob at Moorahedabad.” Francis and his parti- 
zans suggested thot it would be proper to summon Nund- 
eoomax before the Council to give bis evidence. Mr. Hast¬ 
ings replied that he would not allow bis accuser to come 
into tlie assembly in which he was the President; espe¬ 
cially in such a case as this he would not consent; like a 
person of no consequence, and degrade tho dignity of 
Governor General in the eyes of aU India: rotherthiu 
whole a&irougbttobc transferred to the Supreme Court. 
Saying this, Mr. Hastings arose and quitted the Council 
Chamber, and Mr. Barwoll also followed him, 

28. After their departure, Francis and his followers 
called Nundcoomor into the CouncQ Ciiambor, when he 
read a paper, saying that Muni Begum had written that 
paper, specifying what bribes she had given, and at what 
Umes. Some days before the Begum had written a letter 
to the Government, which Sir John D’Oyly produced, 
for the purpose of comparison with the paper read by 
Nundcoomar. The seals agreed j but the hand writing 
was not the same. After the death of Nundcoomar the 
secret of this villainy came to light: be possessed the 
exact seals of all the chief people of Bengal. Of course 
that paper was a forgery. Nundcoomor hod affixed the 
seal to it; Muni Begum knew oothing about it; of all 
this there is no doubt. The Members of the Council 
gave their opinion that the charge of Nundcoomor was 
correct, and that Mr. Hastings must return the money; 
but he would in no way agree. 

29. Whilst thU matter was still under discussion, 

(&4) fiakhysnilMthyn. (Ssnecrit.) Litmlly—pro¬ 

tecting anti looking (^^*1 to protect that which is already ac¬ 
quired, and to otoerve, attend, to Inprove and bicreue 

one's acquiritioas.) 
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Mr. Has^ngs brought ao action agaiost Nundcoomar in 
the Supreme Court for conspiracy (65); but the three 
Members of Council, to shoir their dislike of the Go* 
pernor General went in state to visit Kundcoomar t sudi 
a proceeding had never before been witnessed in India. 
In this wny Mr. Francis and his partisans for several 
years unintcrruptodly set themselves in opposition to 
Mr. Hastings, and thereby produced confusion in num¬ 
berless ways in the Government of the country. 

30. Some days after Mr. Hostings* accusation, a 
Moosulmon named Kumolooddecn complained, in the 
Supreme Court, that Kundcoomar bad forged his name in 
a document. Kundcoomar, having been found guilty of 
this, was executed, by being huog, In the month of July, 
1775. The NfUivea of India were quite confounded, at 
beholding a man of great consequence and of the Brab- 
minical coste hung in the city of Calcutta. The Eoglish 
bad never before punished with death any Kotivc of conse¬ 
quence. It is universally asserted that above a hundred 
thousand Katives were present at the place of execution, 
and that, up to the lost moment, they believed that he would 
not be put to death j but when at list they saw him actu¬ 
ally executed, the whole ruslied with breathless haste (66) 
and plunged (67) into the waters of the Ganges, in order 
to wash away the ain arising from beholding the slaugh¬ 
ter of a Brahmin. The blame of putting Kundcoomar to 
death fell upon Mr. Hastings, because all men believed 
that this affair was earned out through his efforts. But 
it waa in truth the decision of the Supreme Court; and 
this was one of the namorous charges brought agaiost that 
tribunal some yeai’s after. ' 

(66) Utorally—“ Mr. Hastiogs, in the name oINoadcomnar, call- 
Lag him a eensphator, io the Sopreme Ooujt made an eccosatfoa.” 

(66) CMrUaeWifie. With hlyh or excited breathtog. 

(67) Abeffft^a. (fjeoieriL) BolhiDgi icQaieraioo. 

deaotiag “ Ocpreciatioo, dwcnl" befbee ibc Root ^ »agitate.) 


A. D. 

177*. 
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31. There U no doubt that Nundcoomar was im- 
equalled for villainy throughout the country. The 
Govemora of Bengal had one and all anccesuvely 
pronounced him unworthy of confidence. He was 
detected as being concerned iu rebellion with the party 
Opposed to the English, and from after the battle of 
Plaasey, he waa alwoys ^vtng evil counsel to all parties: 
still his capital punishment was unjust. He had com¬ 
mitted the crime for which he was punished by the 
Supreme Court, four years before the establishment of 
that Court; and of course a case of that standing could 
never be admiasible in that tribunal. What is stronger, 
that crime was not capital according to Hindu law; there¬ 
fore hU execution was not conformable either to reason or 
law. He died leaving immense wealth. Having been long 
employed in vorioas posts, he had amassed above a crore 
of rupees (68). 

Si. On the arrival in England of the news of the 
result of Mohommed Rcaa Khan’s trial, the Dircctora 
observed that they firmly believed that the defendant 
Was innocent, and that his accuser Nundcoomar was 
guilty of deceit They, therefore, ordcredj the dismissal 
of Gooroodos from the monagement of the Nuwah’s 
affairs, and the appointment to his office of Mahommed 
Reaa Khan. 

Sa. The Members of the Supreme Council found 
that they had not sufficient leisure to be able to preside 
b person in the Sudder Nizomut Adawlut, therefore 
they resolved to revert to the former arrangement, and 
enlrusted the duties of the Criminal Court and of tho 
Police to the hands of a native; accordingly that Court 
Was removed from CalcutU to Moorshedabad, and Ma¬ 
hommed Reza Khan was appointed to the principal post 

Ihereb. 

(68) Equal to t million of pounds »tcrlio|, rcctonlnB teo 
to the pousd. 



CHAPTER XVIl. 


1. Iq the year 1772 the whole of the land had been 
let out (1) for five years, undef the impreasion that the 
revenue might gradually iacreaae. But it vras seen in 
the very first year that the Zemindars hsd taken it at a 
rent higher than the revenue which they could afford to 
pay. By degrees the payment fell greatly into arrears. In 
these five years the Government were obliged to remit (3) 
one crore and eighteen lakhs of revenue, and sdU there 
was a balance against the &rmers of one crore end twenty 
lakhs of rupees, the greater pert of which there was no 
chance of recovering. Each party in the Council made 
out a new plan of arrangement and sent it to England, 
but the Directors rejected them both. In the year 17779 
on the expiry of the agreement, the Directors ordered 
^rm9 to be given for one yeor. 

2 . This rule for giving leases from year to year re- 
xnaiood in force till the year 1792. The object of this 
arrangement was that the average sum realised in the 
three first years should be taken as a basis—and, if 
possible, the leases should be gronted at that rsCe to the 
former Zemindars. 

8 . In the month of September 1779> oeciirred the 
death of Colonel Monson, consequently only two mem¬ 
bers of bis party remained. Through this the Honora- 

(I) tviHl (from Arabic Hire, rent a pri- 

vileje « lacoms of variebk smouot aoW or let for a flsed wni, e 
fam. 

(9) C??T^ RehS. (Pwalan ^51^ RiW) LibwstioQ, escape, 
act^oittal, disebar^. 
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ble Mr- Hastiogs regained his aiithority ia the Counwl, 
for ui case of aa equal division the Governor General 
had the casting vote (3). 

4. In the end of the year 1??8 the Nuwab Mooha- 
Tukooddowlahj having come of age, addressed a letter to 
the Supreme Council, with thia request, that as Mahom- 
medReza Khan always behaved harshly to him, he should 
be removed. On thia, in compliance with the opinion of 
Mr. Hastings, he was dismissed. The post of Naib 
Subadar was abolished, and tJie duty of managing the 
NuwbVb household affairs was entrusted to Muni Begum. 
The Directors were highly displeased with this arrange¬ 
ment, and dismissed Muni Begum from the (manage¬ 
ment of the) Nuwah’s household affairs, and speedily sent 
out instructions, that the post of Naib Subadar should 
be re-established, and Mahommed Beta Khan appointed 
thereunto. 

5, The year 1778 is rendered memorable in the 
annals of Bengal, because in that year a book was first 
printed in the Bengallee character. Mr, Holhed, a 
peraon of great talent, having arrived in this country in 
the year 1770, in the Civil Service, commenced the study 
of the Native language. No European had before been 
able to carry his acquirements so far as he did. In the 
year 1772 , when the duty of conducting the at&irs of 
Government was entrusted to European Officers, Mr. 
Haariogs was of opinion that it was necessary they should 
be acquainted with Native Law opinions (4). Accordingly, 
under bia instructions and patronage, Mr. Kalhed, after 
consulting all the Native works, compiled a Book of the 

(3) literally—*' for in case of aa equal samber, the Qoveroor 
Geoenl'e vote wu powerfal.** 

(41 (SsAScrit.) A decree, a written (feelara- 

tioD of tbe law; applied ia practice to the written Estracts Tron the 
oodea of law, etatod as the cplaioos of the Hiadu law Officers attach- 
cd to tbe Courts of Justice. 
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Law opinions of tKe Hindoos and Moosulcnana, which 
work was printed in the year 1775. 

6 . He had studied the BengaJlec with great labor, 
and was the first among the English who ^ras eminently 
proficient in that language. In the year 1778 he publish¬ 
ed a Grammar in tlie BcngnJlce language. No such book 
ever oxietod before. At that period there was no prin^ng 
press at the capitals consequently, tbe above work waa 
jmiitcd at Hooghly. The ever to be remembered Mr, 
Charles Wilkins had already commenced the study of 
several Native dialects, and being a great mechanic, and a 
very enterprising person, he had first of all prepared a 
set (5) of Bengallee types, having engraved and east them 
witli his own hands. With these types the Grammar of 
his friend Mr. Halhed was printed. 

7. A disagreement arose between the Supreme Court 
and the Government, by which many evils accrued to 
the country during several years. The above Court was 
established in the year 177^) but it had no connection 
with the Company’s Government When tbe Judges 
arrived in the country, they were firmly preauaded that 
dreadful oppression was exercised towards the people, 
and that the Supreme Court was the best means for re¬ 
moving their troubles. On loading from tbe ship at Chaod- 
pal Ghat they observed the Natives going about with 
naked feet, when one of them remarked, “ look, brother, 
there are no bounds to the afflictions of the people t the 
Supreme Court was not established before it was neces¬ 
sary. I can confidently say that by the time our Court 
has gone on for only six months, we shall be able to let 
these miserable wretches wear shoes and stockings.’’ (fi) 

(6) ^1^ ShSi, Corruplioa of English “ S«t.” 

(0) I$kidchg, from Eogliih “ To wrile 

words bsgiooia^ with '* st’* tbs Hindus, on accooot Of ths hsrdnsss of 
the " t'’ OSS the Pal&Ul Ictlsre ^} now ss the ^ isproaoaneed nearly 
like sh>*' the proocuacing of this coispeuAd at the comoeocement 
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8 . British subjects, that is to saj, all Englishmen 
residing in India, and all Natives living within the Mah- 
ratta Ditch, were included in the jurisdiction (7) of that 
Court, and it was also ruled, that all persons who should 
be, tbrectly or indirectly, (8) in tbe service of the Com¬ 
pany or of any British subject should be autject to the 
said Court. The Judges of the Supreme Court, relying 
on this rule, began interfering even in the affairs of Na¬ 
tives residing at a distance. They declared that all per¬ 
sons who paid itevenue to the Company were servants 
of the Company. It had been & great defect on the 
part of Parliament that they had not distinctly fixed 
the authority of the Court. They had aet up in one 
country two distinct and contending authorities, between 
which the fire of contention now biased up with fury. 

9. At the very commencement of the business of the 
Supreme Court, its Judges began to extend their powers. 
If any person came and declared on oath in that Court 
that a ceilom Zemindar owed him money, a warrant (9) 
was immediately granted against him, even though ho 
lived a hundred cose oS, and, in spite of all excuses, he 
was seized, and brought, and cast into jaiL At laat, on 
declaring himself not amenable to the Supreme Court, he 
was set free; but no redress was afforded him for the 
disgrace that bad accrued to him. The ill effbeta of this 
evil custom soon became apparent. Those tenants who 

of a word, is to them 4i£culti and la iodeedlunb. Theyoo&eeqiu&tly 
loirotluce so % t, bafon the compound letters, and tbenby rendv then 
medial tod tssjtr of pronunciation, hence "iahtew" for “ slew," “ iah. 
tomach'' for ** stomach.*' 

(7) EUka (from Arabic Jlsga or, eulgarly, 

fl3qa,J I. Dependence, relation, coanecion, 2. Preteimon, ri|ht. 

(8) Psron^ntra. (Sanscrit.) Communicated from one to 
aoatbsr in succession. 

(9) Poncffsa (Persian. PonedfA) Anorder. a 

pass, a warranl. 
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designedly withheld their rente, seeing the Zemindars and 
Talookdars carried off to Calcutta in this etjle, altogether 
diaconUnued pa^ag the Reveoue. The first year the 
Judges of the Supreme Court had despatched warrants of 
this nature into oil the ZUlaha. A,t the ^ht of them, the 
utmost (tar and agitation ( 10 ) dlfiused ( 11 ) them selves 
in the hearto of all throughout the country. The Zemin- 
dars beheld of a sudden a new and terrible calamity im¬ 
pending over them, that they were summoned to Calcutta 
to be tried according to laws of which they were in total 
ignorance} in ^ct, not a man of them bad either seen, or 
heard of, such laws. 

10, By degrees the Supreme Court began to extend 
its auChotity to such a point, that it interfered with the 
collection of the Government Revenue. At that time 
the weight of finandal affairs was committed to the 
Provincial Courta. It was a custom of very long stand¬ 
ing, that when the Zemindars were guilty of any impro¬ 
priety in the payment of their rents, they were compell¬ 
ed to pay by imprisonment. This old rule was still in 
force at that period ^ but the Supreme Court began to 
interfere in this matter. When individuals who neglect¬ 
ed payment of Revenue were confined in this way, all 
advised them to appeal to the Supreme Court; and aa 
soon aa they did so, they got their discharge on bail. 
The Zemindars discovered that by merely presenting a 
petition (13) to the Supreme Court they would no longer 
hsve to suffer imprisonment: consequently they all dia- 

(10) Odief. (SaaMTiU) F«ar, aimiety, agitation “Up’* 
tad V “ to tremble with fear, be sfUated,” A& 

( 11 ) 5(iteijr. TrasLUtioa, coaUgiop, conmuniottioa; a 

(raoemieeton of disesM a contagious, traoemitud, or 

hereditary disease.) 

(18) (Perusa, JarHirfsO AppiU 

etUon, request. petUioa^ appeal. 

p 
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continued the payment of rents, ao the collection of the 
Revenue, in a mwiner, gradually became almost sus¬ 
pended. 

II. The Supreme Court began by degrees to interfere 
In all sorts of affairs; and coses regarding land began also 
to come before them. The Judges likewise commenced 
givbg decrees and Iseuing orders at their own pleasure, 
ivithout asking any question of the Zilkh Courts. 
Whenever any old former refused to pay the rents agreed 
on, his farm used to be sold j but he would ruin the new 
farmer by bringing him into the Supreme Court If any 
Zemindar bought an estate, the Insolvents (former far¬ 
mers) complained against him in the Supreme Court, 
and he would be hned and disgraced for the crime of 
having recovered the Revenue according to law. 

IJ. In like manner the Supreme Court began to dis¬ 
play its authority likewise over the Provincial Crimioal 
Courts. The Government had put the business of these 
Courts in the hands oftheNuwab of Moorshedabad. The 
Judges of the Supreme Court declared, “ the Nuwab 
Moobarukooddowlah is a nonentity (IS) and a pup¬ 
pet i (14) of what is he the ruler ? Our author!^ extends 
throughout the whole of his rule.” In reality the Nuwab 
was not subject to the Soverrign of England or his laws; 
nevertheless the Supreme Court adjudged it legal to 
issue warrnnts ogunst him. The Judges plainly declar¬ 
ed that they had authority over ail matters relating to 
the Government and Revenue of the country;—that 
they would inflict condign punishment, agreeably to the 
laws of England, on any person who should transgress 
their ordersthat this Court was established for the 
purpose of protecting the Natives from the injusUce and 

(13) Afodirtha. ^ Kegsflve and Matensl fwia 

of 

( 14 ) XsrtBvrflrer. (BMgsl«e.) Fonaorfigwof wood. 
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oppression of the Compeoy's officers: sod th&t this 
object could not be ejected if the^ were not srmed with 
these extensive powers. In fact, th^ grand object was 
to make the Supreme Court all powerful, aod to reduce 
the Supreme Government to a state of imbedlltf. 

1$. As illustrations of the above mendoned question, 
we will give the particulars of a dvil and a crimioal 
case. A certain rich Moosulman inhabitant of Patna 
died, (1$) leaving behind bis wife and n brotheria son, 
and it was rumored that he bad previously adopted bis 
brother’s son. Both these parties dispudng (16) on the 
point of the right to his property, they brought the case 
into the provincial Court at Patoa. The Judges, accord* 
ing to the correct mode of conduedug business, commis* 
doaed tbe Easee and Mooftee, that they should take the 
deposition ( 1 7) of witnesses, aud decide the cause accord* 
ing to the Shura (18) oftheMoosulmans. On this, through 
investigation, they dlsoovered, that the whole of the proofs 
brought forward by both plaintiff and defendant were 
altogether forged; that neither one nor the other was the 
true (19) heir; and that, consequently, the property must 

(16) Paraloic-^tra isre. “ Mad« de- 
psrtQR to aAOtlt«r world, or dhlsioD of tbe universe, (to genend three 
Lokssrcenu&ersted, namely beares. bell, and o&rth; another clwaift< 
alkn e&Qioeraua seven, exclusive of the infernal regions.} 

(18) Bibadai^u. (Sanscrit.) Dleagpeelog, contend, 

ing, litigating, (Pres. pari, of Root to speaV, with prefix 
hnplyiog Sepaintion, aversion.'* Tbh Root is used in two v^ces : 

bring here in the middle voice is tbe affix of the preseat put. 

■1^ being that of the active voice 1%??^ 

(17) (Peirian ZahSniandJ) 

A written deporitlon. 

(18) £ii(ir3 (Arsbic SXara) 1 . Tbe precepts of Ma- 

bomned, lav, equity. 2. a high rood. 

(19) <£1^7 Proilnto, Made, occooiplished, gsznune, nsl, proper. 
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be partitioned agreeably to law (20). They accordingly 
assigned one-fourth of the whole estate to the widow of 
the deceased, and the lemaining three-fourths (21) to his 
brother, whose son he, the origiaol proprietor, had adopt¬ 
ed. The childless widow (22) appealed to the Supreme 
Court. There is no doubt, that this case was clearly out 
of the provioce of the Supreme Court j and yet llic 
Judges, in order to bring it within their jurisdiction, said 
that, as the deceased used to farm the Government colleo- 
tioDS, (23) he was of conrae an officer of the Company, 
and their authority extended to all Government Officers. 

14. They also declared that, according to the law of 
England, the provincial Judges of Patna had no such 
power as to be able to transfer a cause to any person for 
deciwoa: they therefore decided, that a second trial (24) 
of this case must be allowed. After this, by their judg¬ 
ment, the widow gained the victory, and obtmncd three 
lakhs of rupees, 

15, They were not satisfied with this alone. In the 
end they dispatched a serjeant (25) to arrest the Kazee, 
Mooftee, and the testator's brother's son, and directed him 
Dot to release them, unlesa they could give security for 
four lakhs of rupees. The Kaaee was arrested as he was 
on his way home from his place of business. 

(so) ^2 S&ssrra, Aa erder, cotocoand, acriptore. seieoet. iiuU- 
tutM of rellgtotk. law, or letters; especially cooeldered as of divjoc 
origin or Mthority. 

(SI) BSra ini, Twelve anrjm. Twtive.^eeaths or 

tbiee.fowtbe. 

{8S> (SaeeeriC.) A woman who has neither husband 

aorsen (^ Megative and ^ strong.) 

(S3) Hpvn Jams. (AraWc Jana.) A coogregalioD, c<d- 

lectton, acrumalaliOD. 

(84) (Arable ^15 

tat.) A eecood iavestlgatloo, trial, judgaeat, 

(25) Ssrjcfi. CorrupUOQ of Soglish “ Serjeant,’' 
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l€. The Judges of the Provindal Court were verj 
anxious and distressed, lest a feeling of oppoaUon should 
be engeudered in the people hj the sight of such pro¬ 
ceedings. Thej percdTcd that the power of the Govern¬ 
ment was annihilated, and the course of public business 
was altogether stopped : therefore, in order that anj thiog 
untoward might not further occur, the; became on that 
occasion eecuridcs for the Kazee. 

17 . The Supreme Court pronounced to be crimioal 
all the persons who had adjudicated the above cause, 
and despatched sepoys to arrest them ond bring them 
in. The Kazee, who had long presided in the Court and 
grown old, died on the road to Calcutta. The Mooftees, 
after remaining not less than four years in jail, at length 
obtained their release by the orders of Parliament, their 
only enme being this, that they had done their duty. 

18. The Judges, not satisfied even with this, set up a 
complmnt In the Supreme Court agmnat the Provincial 
Judge himself, and fined hiTw fifteen thousand rupees, 
which sum was paid from the Company's Treasury. 

19. Of the mode in which the Judges of the Supreme 
Court interfered In the decision of criminal causes, the 
undermentioned details may be a good Bpecimeo. A cer- 
tmn European attorney (26) of the Supreme Court was 
in the habit of visiting Dacca. A common pyada, (27) 
having been guilty of some offence, was complained 
against in the Criminal Court of that city; and, bis 
guilt b ei ng proved, it was ordered, that he should remain 
in pnson until be atoned for his fault. ( 28 ) 

(S6) VUl (AraUe WaJM.J A reprcMatative. ^ 

legate. 

(27) CnUtWI Feyaia (Per&ian PiyadA) A footman, a foot 

sotdier, a measaoger. 

(SS) Utenlly—" as long aa he ahonU not wuh or cl?ao away 
(wipe off) his fault, w long he should lemaia is irDpriaonucDk.’* 
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According to the odvioe of bU he was induced to 
petition the Supreme Court. One of the Judges of that 
CourCj a^iog on the pretext (30) that be bad falsclj 
imprisoned the pyada, issued a warrant for arresting and 
bringing in the Detvau of the Criminal Court. The 
Foujdar was eittiog surrounded by hie friends and the 
officers when, just at that jnncture, the European attor¬ 
ney dispatched a Bengalee to his house, who, entering, 
prepared to arrest bis Dewon, but, being opposed by al), 
he was obliged to return to his patron. (30) The attor¬ 
ney, immediately on hearing of these drcunitancca, took 
several armed men along with him, and endeavoured to 
force himself into the Foujdaris house. The family of 
the latter resided in that dwelling, therefore he opposed 
his entrance, and, in consequence, a great tumult (31) oc¬ 
curred. 

21 . A follower of the attorney wounded the Foujdar's 
father in the head, and the attorney himself, drawing out a 
pistol, (3 3) shot the brDther«in-law (33) of the Foujdar; but 
luckily the wound did not prove mortal. (34) Mr. Hyde, 
a Judge of tbe Supreme Court, on hearing of this af¬ 
fair, immediately wrote off to the Military Commandant 
at Dacca, that he should assist the attorney, and also in- 
treated him to apprise the attorney that he was highly 
pleased with what he bad done, and that he should have 
due encouragement from the Supreme Court. Tlie gentle- 

(29} stub's. (Sanscrit) A thread, sttlag, pretext. 

(ao) iiojub (Aiebk Mvribj One who appoiaU a 

Nayib erdeput;. a patron, a maaCer,. a constituent. 

(31) LSTigS, (Hiodee t DongS.) ‘W/aogllng, confuion, 
tQuaiC, eediUoQ. 

(32) Piatal. CorraptioD of Eojlish " Pistol.'' 

(33) SomhcHihL (Sanscrit.) A relation, la BongoJec, 
wife’s brother. 

(M) Xsratmaii, (Sanecrit) Murderoos, SJeyiofi 

and disposed to.) 
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meu of tho Provincial Council of DsLcca wroto a letter to 
the Governor General, stadng that the whole of the judi¬ 
cial bueinesa of the Criminal Court was ot once SUS' 
pended, and that if auch excesses were committed, no more 
natives would be procured to carry on (35) the business 
of Government. 

2^. The Governor General and Members of Council 
perceived that the whole outbority of the Government 
hod been annihilated by the Supreme Court; but they 
had in no wise the courage to make any retaliation. (36) 
The Judges asserted that they were appointed to their 
office by the King, that their authority greatly exceed¬ 
ed that of all the Company's Officers, and that they 
would punish as rebels whatever persons should trans- 
gress their commands. But at last such an occurrence 
fell out as involved both parties in the most serious dis¬ 
putes. 

23. On the 13th of August 1779, Kasheenath Baboo, 
the Calcutta agent of the EUjah of Kashegora, brought 
an action against the said Bajah in the Supreme Court. 
On this a warrant was Issued against the Rajah, and he 
was required to give bail to the amount of three lakhs of 
rupees. In order to evade ( 37 ) this warrant, be abscond¬ 
ed, and it returned unexecuted. (3$) Another warrant 
was then issued to confiscate (39) the whole of his pro¬ 
perty, both moveable and fixed, and the Sheriff despatch- 

(S5> AnjSn. (Persian Eod, tartaiBS* 

tioa, sccotaplishraest 

( 16 ) <£lf^f4irR PraHbidJan. (Saurrit.) CooDtanctiP^ rema- 
dying. 

(37) £ra»W. Garond of Brans, To qait, fiy 

from. 

rns) '*rr^ /aW, (Arabic JirtJ Ranolog, Bowing, 

proeeedj'ng, current. 

(39) Krvk, (Arabic Qtr^) An enbargo, coniis. 

cation, Khue. 
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ed a serjeant aod sixty armed men to carry this pur¬ 
pose into effect. 

24. The Rajah represented to the Goverment, that 
the people of the Court had come and beaten and 
vounded hU people, had broken into his house, entered 
his female apartments, and plundered all the goods and 
chattels; bad profaned his temple, and taken the jewels 
off the body of his deity; bad stopped the collection of 
the revenues, and forbidden the tenants (40) to pay 
any more rents. 

25. The Honorable the Governor General in Coxm- 
cil (4L) came to the resolution, that it waa now highly 
necessary to be on the alert, otherwise if they remained 
inactive in such cireumatances, they would of course 6nd 
the business of Government entirely impeded (42). They 
then forbid the Rajah to obey the orders of the Supreme 
Court, and sent directions to the MQitniy Commandant 
at Midnapore to arrest (43) the SheriiTs people. In 
consequence of the delay in the arrival of these lustruc- 
tiona, their oppressive acts, and tbc plunder of the 
Rajah’a dwelling, could not be prevented; but on their 
way back they were all imprisoned. 

2 d. At titi&t juncture the Governor General also 
directed Uiat all Zemindars, T'alookdars, and Choudhrees, 
whatever individuals were not British subjects cor bound 
by any partieidar agreement, should not obey the orders 
of the Supreme Court, and he also prohibited the Rajahs 
in the provinces from assis^ng the Supreme Court with 
their troops. 

(40) (Arabic Ro^tU) A subject, teoanC. 

(41) SttlhaJc, (Hiodee 779 A sitting, sesaioa. 

Snemblf. 

(42) iojtapq^K (Sanscrit,) Erasure, diaappear- 

aoce, and obtaining. 

(43) 91^ Aldf (Kiodee 979 Prevontion, step, eb. 

stroction } nsne of a fUver. 
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$7* Immediatel;^ oa racuviog the news of the ser- 
jeant and his companions being imprisoned, the Judges^ 
being highly incensed, first cast the Company's attorney 
into prison and locked Kin up, under the plea that he had 
communicated the iotdhgence, upon wl^h their people 
had been arrested. At length they issued a aummona 
against the Governor General and Members of Council, 
because they had, on the grounds of the case of 
Koshenath Baboo, imprisoned the people of the Supreme 
Court, and thereby shown contempt to the orders of the 
Court. But Mr. Hastings answered plainly, that they 
would not obey the orders of the Court in a matter 
wluch they had carried out according to the authority 
vested in their office. This affair occurred in the month 
of March of the year 1780. 

28. In tho mean rime all the English inhabitants of 
Calcutta, and also the Governor General himself, had far> 
warded a petition to Parliament, in order to ask for delU 
verenec from the tyranny of the Supreme Court, After 
special consideration of this matter a new law was promul¬ 
gated, by which the insolence displayed by the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, for the purpose of establishing 
their authority over the whole country, was repressed. 

29. Before this law was issued Mr. Hastings had 
pacified (44) the Supreme Court, by infusing honey 
into the mouths of the Judges; that is to say, he made 
the Chief Justice, Sir Ebjah Impey, principal Judge of 
the Sudder Dewany Adawlut, with an additional salary of 
5,000 Rupees a month, and began to allow him also sis: 
hundred Rupees a month for office (45) rent. One of the 
Puisne Judges also he raised to affluence, by giving him a 
new appointment at Clunsur&h, which town bad come 
into the hands of the English after the war with the 

(44) TUnda, (Hiodee TioAdS) CoM. 

To make cold. Eitingoish, cocofort. appeMe. 

(46) (English) 

G 
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A. D. Dutch. For some time after this we hear of no more 
claims of the Supreme Court. 

$0. Taking advantage of this opportunity (46) Mr. 
Hastings Introduced many good regutations into the 
country Courts. He established Ciril Courts in several 
of the ZiUahs for the purpose of hearing civil couses, and 
left to the Provincial Court only the responsibility of 
the Financial business. The Chief Justice} when losUU 
led into the appointment at the Sadder Dewany Adawlat, 
drew out several Rules for the coDducting of the Civil 
business of Che Zilleh Courts. In this way ninety 
Begulationa were by degrees prepared, and, resting on this 
foundation} Lord Cornwallis', some time after, framed the 
Civil Code. 

31. As soon as the intelligence of Sir Elijah Jmpey’a 
appointment to the Sudder Dewany reached England, 
the Court of Directors violently disapproved of ic. 
They could see that Mr. Hastings had assented to 
this matter only for the sake of preserving peace; but 
it was quite eontrary to all rule. (4?) The Royal 
ministers also recalled Sir Slijah Impey, on the ground 
of his having accepted the employment in the Sudder 
Dewany, and commenced an iuveatigation Into his 
conduct. Sir Gilbert Elliot appeared as his prosecutor. 
This very gentleman, some time after, became Goveruor 
General of India, under the name of Lord Miuto. 

' $3. Oft the 2$th of January in the year 1780 a news^ 

paper was published in Calcutta. Such a thing was 
never before seen In India. 

33. For the period of four years after this Mr. HasU 
inga almost withdrew from the aftairs of Bengal, and was 
engaged in arranging the state affairs of Benares (48) 

(46) litenJly.—** Having obtained this Insure.” 

(4?) (Pen : Bt, without, out of; and 

ItegaUtioa. nie, comDoa (aw) Contrary to rnl^ 

(48) SMHCihl. The name of a Dbtrkt and of iU capi¬ 

tal In the Provlace of Allahabad. Hamlltoa says, tb« Sanscrit name 
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and Oud«, m the war vrilh Hyder AU the King of A.D, 
Mysore, (49) in establishing peace in all parts of India, 
and io other like transactions. His management of the 
affairs of the Western Provinces was very much blamed 
both by the Court of Directors aod in Pailiameot 5 especU 
ally in the House of Commons, it was moved that Mr. 

Hastings had destroyed the proper^ and honor of Eng¬ 
lishmen, and it was therefore proper to deprive him of hb 
office; hut as thia motion wee not generally approved, he 
remained in hu appointment. At the end of the year 1784, 
he once more proceeded to Oude, end on hb returo, 
in the commencement of the year 1785, having made 
over to hb successor, Mr. Maepheraon, the keys of the 
Treasury and of Port Willbm, he embarked on board a 
ship and arrived in England in the mouth of June. 

84. In the year 1784 occurred the death of Mr, 
Cleveland, a great benefactor of thb country. He came 
out to India at a very early age in the CivQ Service, and 
immedbtely after hb arrival the whole weight of the ma* 
nagement of the Govemzaent of the dbtrict of Bogli- 
pore (50) was eutnisted to his bands. In the southern por- 

0 / this pIsM is Varonashi, from Vsra sad NasU, two atresms. The 
<?asges here makes a fine sweep of shout four miles tn length, and 
CD the coDVQx aide of the curre, which is also the most elevated, 
slsads the holy city of Bcaares.'* Agsln, "Benares or Cssl 
from to ehlae, be beautiful or renowned.) or Varsaashi^ the 

first bttug merelv tha Mabomedan mhoomer adopted by Buropeaas, 
ia held by the Hi&doos to be aacred for tea miles round, sed the 
famous Xcapsm it cootatas k said to be a petrifaction of Siva him< 
aelf.’'^5«e Hamilton's East lodia GateUeer). 

( 49 ) AfoiUriur, (Saoscrit JfoAisAdwra.The 

Demon Mahlsba, from a Buffsioe, and A Demoo,) 

A large prorioee Id the south of lodia. situated priodpallf between 
the eleventh and fiftesoth dpgr o ea of oorth latitude, aod oow sur* 
roonded b; the British territorlss uoder the Madras Preaideocf.^8«e 
Kamiltoa.) 

(50) BkJfi/alpuf, Name of a district smd Iowa in the 
eoulb-eaat comsr of the Province of Bengal 
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tion of this district there is a range of moontunsj the table 
land (51) of which was inhabited unciviliEed tribea of 
mouataiaeeraj (52) who were constantly oppressed by the 
Ddghbourmgtribesj and who used also occasionally to 
descend from their mountains, and carry off the whole of 
the property of their oppressors. He used his utmost 
endesYOurs to improve Cbeir condition, and omitted no 
efforts in such an'aiigemcnts as wore likely to contribute 
to their comforts. These his endeavours were attended 
with success. By degrees the condi^on of the whole of 
the district under lus charge became changed, and the 
tribes of mountain savages became as peaceful as the 
civilized tribea, 

35- From not being properly cultivated (53) tbc climate 
of this country was very unhealthy. Mr. Cleveland 
having from this cause suffered greatly in bodily health, 
went to sea, in the hopes of recovery, and there died, at 
the age of only 29 years. The Court of Directors were so 
pleased with his good qualities, that they directed a monu> 
mental column to be raised over his grave. (54) Since he 
had civilised the degraded mountaineers, they also asked 
for permission to build a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of hia numerous good quolities. (55) The N&- 

(51) {Sukserit.) XAnd OD the upper put of 

a nouataiBi Abo?e, owr, and 

(523 JhJiado, (Sanscrit.) A barbarian, a wvage or 

uouiitaiaeer, ooe who uaaa ao oocaldTatad aod Bsintelligible dialect 
(t|[^ to be large, and the a£i f9^5) 

(53) 'AIM Iff (Pentan JhSi) CoJtieatad, inbabited, 

full of bnildiogo and inhabiUota, popalone, pleasaot, proaperotis. 

(54) Literallf^“ they directed, that a grave^cotusui should be 

formed fbrhJa remeatbraoce*' (’i*rrfsf a grave, tomb, from prefix of 
asaamblsga, iotearity. prefix of extaikrioo, and root V\ to 

have, bold: <3^ A pillar, colaom from to atop, binder, be 
dxad. 

(55) GuM^rSm, (Sanscrit.} A mulritudc of good qoo- 
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lives had never before this erected a nonucient m me* 
mory of any European. 

36. fa the year 1765 Sir William Jones came out to 
this country aa a Judge of the Supreme Court. He 
had obtained a very great reputaUon at home by his 
literary acquirements, and hia chief object io coining to 
India was that he might be enabled to enquire deeply 
into the man acre, customs, history, and religion of this 
country. He commenced without delay to learn the 
Sanscrit Jangnage; but it was very difficult to obtain a 
Pundit (56). The Brahmins would not consent to give 
instmetions to one of a barbarian tribe (57) in the pure 
language, and in tbe sciences of their nation. After great 
search, a Boidya (58) well skilled in Sanscrit, agreed to 
teach him that language on a salary of hve hundred 
rupees a month. Sir William Jooes became so pro* 
iicient in that languge, that be, with ease translated the 
work styled**The Institutes of Menu” (59) into English. 

37 . In tbe year 1784 he established in Calcutta the 
Auatic Society, for the purpose of enquiring into the and* 

iitUs. (^*1 A qnolie;, sUnbute, property, &od dftH in umpotitiM, a 
uuititQdeJ 

(S6) (StBJcrit.) A scholar, a teacher, a Poodlt, 

a learoecl BrehrcBit, or one read in sacred edence and teaching il to 
bis disciples (^^1 Wisdom, Isaniog, sad Affix.) 

(67) JUkeidJu, (Sanscrit.) Tbe generic term for a bar* 

bailu or Ihreigfier ; that is for ooespeaklag aoy laogusge but Sans¬ 
crit and not sobjeetto the usual Hlodu iostitatione to speak 

marticulstely. affix a Mlechcbha or barbarian, or 

mao of an outcast race. The tribes eonmerated coder this bead by 
MeoQ, bat who are by Um said to be properly Kshetriyas, appear to 
be chiedy the inhabitants of the couatries * boederiog immediately 
upon India, both ts tbs North and Sooth.—(See Wilson’s Sanscrit 
Dictionary). 

1*68) i)au^. (Sanscrit.) A Physician, a caste whose special 
duty is to prectlso medicine and surgery. 

(S9) hfsas.MaAiVd, (SacvscrlL) The code or digest 


A.r>. 

I7H 
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ent maaners, customs, habits, languages, scleaccs, Etc. of 
India. Several persons who had a turn for these matters 
became bis associates in this undertaking. 'Hic know< 
ledge which the Europeans now poaseaa on all the above 
subjects, owes its origin to the research of these jiereons. 
Mr. HasUngs was the first President of this socictf, and 
he with much zed simulated the exertions of the Mem¬ 
bers. No Englishman has up to this time come to India 
endowed with every good quality equally with Sir William 
Jones. The learned Natives evince their respect and 
esteem at the very mention of his name. He died, after 
a ten years* residence in this country, at the age of fifty- 
nine years. 

88 . As soon as Mr. Hastings arrived in England the 
Directors publicly evinced th«r satisfaction with his con¬ 
duct He had, it is true, been guilty of reprehensible 
conduct in several matters, but it must be admitted that 
he had, to the extent of his ability, managed affairs with 
skill and labor, and that he had confirmed the empire 
which Clive had gained by his victories, Tbc greater 
porUon of the oft aces attributed to him originated in 
the bod conduct of Narive Officers of his appointment. 
Gunga Qovind Siogh, Kanto Baboo, and Dcbec Singh, 
these three persons, through his plamng great power in 
their hands, amassed immense riches during his adminis¬ 
tration. Among these Debee Singh appears to have been 

of Menu. *1? Mon*. A Ic^lstor and mint the son of 5f sW M 
persoaificatioB of SroianS himself, the emtor of the world asd pro- 
ledcor of mankiod: the name U, however, a geoeml term, and ia 
every Koljw, or ialerval froen creation to creation, there are fourteen 
«uc«*«ve Maim pitwding over the noiverse for the period of a 
mpechnlf. lathe preKnC creation there have been 
Manus to know or undeataad the Vedas or acrlpturei 

eipecjally. A wmpendiom. a collection more or I«a com proas, 

ed of lawe, legends, &c. A corapiUtk^n. code, digest. prefis of 
“ aaaenblage" Sus. to have or hold, affit ^ and '^t^for the 
feminiae.) 
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the most depraved. Having farmed extensive Government 
lands, he gathered great wealth hj indicting the utmost 
vexations on the poor tenants. The heart of anj one 
would be penetrated with indignation and terror at the 
perusal of the frightful cruelties committed this wick> 
ed and base wi^ctch in several places, especially in Di- 
npgepoor. (60) 

SO. All these &ults were attributed in England to 
Mr. llastiDgs, but the natives of Hindoostan know well 
the difference between the orders of a superior and the 
had conduct of his During the first six years of 

bis Government; the Members of Council, setting them* 
selves in opposirion to him, failed not, to the utmost of 
their power, to insult and perplex him; and at that 
time also his authority was almost abolished by the en* 
CToachments of the Supreme Court: but be showed his 
ZDOgnanimity m declaring, that, as many difficulties were 
then impending, it wonld be improper for him on any 
count to resign bis office. In a word, he was endowed 
with such a high sense of honour and such courage that 
he treated calamities with contempt. At the close of 
his Government, be nos constantly engaged in hostilities 
with Hyder AH, and the whole of the Revenues were ex¬ 
pended in that contest. He was always involved in great 
difficulties for money, and therefore used eometimes 
to collect funds by strange expedients. In fact, consid¬ 
ering everything, we must admit that he was a very great 
man. 'fhe Natives evince a high degree of homage for 
him and they Uach their children to pronounce with 
affection the name of Warren Hastings. 

(60) IHnuJpv, The asne ©f a district and town ia 

the Previncs of B«|al > tha fonner h eitusted prinripnlly betwwn the 
twenty-fifth and tweoty*uxth degrees of norlh Istilode. Oo the north 
it ia bounded by'Roogpoor and Parnaah; oo the aoolhby B^eshahy 
and Mymaaringh i to the east it bas RuDgpoor and Mynumeingb. 
and to the weat Pameah and Boglepoor.—(See HaoMlton^a Qiseltaer.) 
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^0. In the year I7S3, oa the whole of the affuirs of 
the Company being brought before Farliament; the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Fox, prepared a new plan for the Govern- 
raent of Indict. Had this plan been adopted, the con* 
IIexion of the Company with India would havo been 
extinguislied, but in coo sequence of the averBion of the 
English monarch from giving bia assent to tliis measure 
Mr. Fox lost his appointment. 

41. Mr. William Pitt was appointed Prime Minister 
in his stead. He was then only twenty-four years old, 
but be possessed extraordinary abllites for conducting 
the a&irs of Government. He brought forward a new 
plan for the Governioenl of this country, which was 
accepted both by the Parliameut and the King. Up to 
this period the Directors alone had managed the whole 
of the affiiirs of this country and the Ministers of the 
King used not to interfere in any matter. 

42. But id the year 1784, when Mr. PitPs scheme was 
pat in force, a body, styled the Board of Control, was 
established, for the consideration of all matters connected 
with India, and the Members of this Board had been 
appointed by the King himself. They had authority to 
inquire into all afhurs in India excepting the Company's 
trade. Since that time the management of the Govern* 
meat is conducted according to the joint opinions of the 
King's Ministers and the Company. 







CHAPTER XVin. 


1. Mr. Hastings on hU departure for Ms own coun¬ 
try m&do over the Government to Mr. Maepherson; but 
the jDircctorsj as soon os they received the ioteiligence of 
hia return home, appointed Lord ComwaUis to both 
the posts of Governor General and Commander*iD-Chief 
He was a man of an anuent and noble family, (1) pos* 
sessed of great wealth, and endowed with uncommon 
wisdom. Ho had already Med great offices (2) in 
several parts of the globe, and bad of course become 
thoroughly conversant with all kinds of business. 

2 . He arrived in India in the year 1786. All the 
dissensions, by the existence of which the Government 
of Mr. Hastings had been weakened, were at once com¬ 
posed by the reputation and great inQuenee of Lord 
Cornwallis. He governed for seven years without the 
least opposition. After that, having declared war 
agaioat the Prince of Mysore, Tippoo Sultan, the son of 
Hyder AU, he bumbled his pride, and at last, at the 
Sultan's solicitation, accepted terms of peace, after exact¬ 
ing from him a large portion of bis dominions, and all 
the expenses of the war. 

3. The opponents of Mr. Hastings began to show 
the direst enmity towarda him in England. At length, on 
the ISth of February of the year 1788, the members of 
the House of Commons, bro;^ht charges against him 
in the House of Lords, as a great delin^^uent and 
evil-doer. Hia trial waa entered upon with unusual 

(1) litenlty—“ he was tor s suecestiou of generatioos the off- 
ipriog of great men.” 

(3) Literally—'* Coeopleied great affairs.*’ 

R 


a. D. 
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fiolemnit^: (S) the whole cf the Royal family and the 
nobles, female as well as male, attended | and the chief 
men of England appeared in that great assembly aa bia 
accueera. (4J The searching investigation which was made 
into his conduct waa quite unequalled by anything of the 
kind that bad ever before occuiTed in the case of any 
Government officer. From the numerous delays iu vaiU 
ouB matters bis trial lasted seven years. At length, 
on the 23rd of April of the year 1795, the whole of the 
Lords, with the exception of three or four, unanlmouely 
acquitted him of all the charges. 

4. The oame of Lord Comwallia has become ever 
jnemor&ble in India, on account of the important measure 
which he effected of the permanent settlement (5) of the 
land revenue of Bengal and Behar. The Directors perceiv¬ 
ed that great injury accrued to the country from constant* 
]y making new arrangements in the collection of the Reve¬ 
nue. They considered, that thirty years had now elapsed 
since they obtained the Dewany, and that consequently 
in so loDg a period the Europeaoa must necessarily 
be well acquainted with everything connected with the 
land. They concluded that the time had arrived, for 
making such a fair settlement, to continue for a long 
period, as would not entail lose on either the tenant 
or the Government, and it was their constant wish that 
one rate of Revenue should be permanently established. 
But Lord Comwallia found that the Government had 
not yet obtained any certain information on this subject, 

(3) S««Vre4«, (fenacrit) Porap. 

(4) Lktenll;—” b«utf prMeot b that great assembl;. begto to 
raaJ<e aecusatiou in lus name.'* 

(5) (Ar. arid Pera. 

Qv.tmf FemaneDt aettlement, 

properly Staudmg. firm, lasting, aod, Sofideiut, ar* 

rangement, settlement.) 
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consequently he of necessity kept io force (6) the esiat- 
ing yearly settlemeot 

5. And at the same having prepared a numher 
of questions, he sent them to all the Collectors, with the 
view of obtaining from their answers explicit (?) informa¬ 
tion rcgnrdine the land revenue. The reports (8) which 
they made were not of ^e least use, the greater portion of 
them having been prepared with the aid of the Native 
Omlnhs, wKos at this favorable opportunity, realized also 
considerable profits. Although these reports were indeed 
contemptible, yet there was do hope of at that time ob* 
taining better. A decennial settlement was therefore en- 
tered into for the occasion, and it wae publicly notified 
that it should bo made permanent if the Directors raised 
no objections. 

6 . After this Mr. John Shore, a distinguished Civil 
Servant, was cammissioned to prepare a new scheme for 
the Revenue, in which department he was well-versed. 
Although hia own opinion was not in favor of the per¬ 
petual settlement, yet he had afforded the Government 
every aselstnoce in briogfog forward this question. In 
the decennial settlement it was fixed that the Zemindars, 
who used up to this time only to collect tbs Revenue, 
should bo proprietors of the soil, and that the tecauta 
should settle with them on the subject of the Revenue. 

“j. The Native Officers had destroyed almost all 
the old documents connected with the Revenue. 
After examination of all such as were found remaining, 
and taking the average of what had been collected 
in several previous years, the rate of taxation was fixed. 

(6) Bsjlt. (Persise ia place coDfinoed. con- 

tiooed. 

{7) Sodft, (SanacritO Accompanied by a commentary, clear, 

eorrecF, with, and a commentary.) 

(S) JiipwV, few English “ Report,’* 


A. D. 
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The custom of incideoUl (9) collec^ons was abolished^ 
and in consequence something was remitted to the Zemio* 
dare. Government olso publicly no^fied that this ar« 
reofement had nothing to do with rent-free leads; but 
that the title deeds of all such lands would be tested in 
the Courts: all such as wore genuloe should coobnue ia 
force, ( 10 ) and those that appeared fictitious should be 
abrogated, (11)and the lands resumed. (12) 

8. On thifi whole scheme being submitted to the 
Directors they at once approved of it, and gave per> 
misuon to Lord Cornwallis to render thU settlement 
fixed and permanent. Accordingly, on the 22ad of 
March 1793 , it was publicly notified that the Revenue of 
Bengal and Beharwas fixed permanently at 3,10,89,150 
Rupees (13) aad that of Benares at 40,00,015 Rupees(I4). 

9. llieie is no doubt that great advantage has ac> 
crued to the country of Bengal from the existeuoc of the 
Permanent Settlement, and if ixi its stead the old plan of 
coDStaotnew ebaoges jet Revenue affairs bad been carried, 
this country would never have arrived at a state of 
prosperity. But two uapropi^ous circumstanees attended 

(9) (Ar. Biftt.) Some, ccrtala oaes, incklcntal, 

irregular. 

(JO) Bihil, (Pers. Aj, In slntc orceoeJition, 

unaltered, continued, reio&tsted, restored. 

(11) Bstit, (At, Folse, absurd, futile, abo¬ 

lished. 

(la) S/^apta, (Pw». U 3as:y»/t) Recovery, 

resnmptico. 

(19) Three Crores, teo lakhs, eighty-nioe thousand, cue haudrsd 
and fifty, equal, at Ihe race of tea Rupees to the pcood, to three mil- 
liens, one hundred and eight thonsand, nine handred and Afteca 
pounds sterling. 

(14) Forty lakhs, eiv hnodrtd and fifteen Rupees, equal, at teo 
Rupees to the pound, to four hundred thouewd nod elxty-ooe pounds, 
and iaa ehilfiogs. 
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this measure. The first was that the arrangement was 
made without first obtaining explicit information regard' 
ing the land and its value. The consequence was that an 
excessive tax was fixed on some bnds, and a veej mild 
rate on others. The second was that when the whole lands 
were settled^ those tenants, who during a long residence 
had continued to enjoy the produce of the soil, were not 
provided with any facile means for escaping from the 
caprice (L5) of the new Zemindars. 

10. The year 2703 is specially memorable in the 
history of Bengal; because in it various laws were enacted 
for the Qovernmcnt of that province. Lord CornwaJUs 
collected the several laws which had been enacted at 
various periods, and, after correcting them, published them, 
with several new addiUons, in the shape of a book 
of decisions. This was the ground of all future de- 
dsions. The Regulations of 1793 are so simple, and 
exhibit so much talent, that we must assign the highest 
praUc for them to the distinguished Governor General, 
who was their author. The whole of these laws have 
been translated into several Native languages, and are 
everywhere current. Many nativea of the present day, 
who are quite ignorant of the Regulations of recent date, 
are still able to repeat from memory, and to easily 
quote as proofs, the laws of the year 1793. 

)1. Mr. Forster, who was at that rime the best 
Bengollee scholar, translated all those laws into this 
languoge. This gentleman at a subsequent period pre* 
pared for the first time a Dictionary of the Bengali ee 
language. Mr. N. B. Edmonatone, who was emmeucly 
skilled in the Persian, translated the Regulations into 
that language. This translation waa so excellent, that 

(16) (Suiserit) Actlof aceordlog Co 

ooe’s o«ra will or iacliDatioo, wilfalons. •elf-will, ooe’e own 

will or ineliaadoo. sad coadocl. usage, praeeke.) 


A. D. 
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tlie Govemmeat, to tescltj its sstisfaction, bestowed on 
him a reward of ten thousand Rupees. The whole of 
the Rules which were introduced into the Courts of law 
in confbriaitj with the ohovenamed Regulations, continu¬ 
ed in force for twenty •four years, but after that some 
were altered, on its being detennined to bestow high 
judicial posts on Natives. 

12. Lord Cornwallis established five grades in Courts 
of law. Firtt, the Moonsiff and SuJdcr Amcen (Ifi) 
Second, ^e Register. Third, tiis Zillah Judge. Fourth, 
the Provincial Court Fifth, the Sudder Dewany Adaw- 
lat, the last Court of Appeal in India- He increased 
the salaries of all the Civil Servants appointed by tlie 
Company, with a view that they might no longer be 
tempted to take bribes, but tbe pay of the Native 
Officers of Courts remsuned very low (17> ae before. 
Formerly European Officers in very high situations used 
to reedve monthly salaries of only a few hundrede of 
Rupees, now they began to draw many thouaauds. Na¬ 
tives bad formerly been in the habit of getting very large 
salaries ; a Foujdar used to receive from sixty to seventy 
thousand Rupees yearly, and each Naib Dewan of a 
Soobah did not receive less than nine lakhs a year; but in 
the year 1793 the highest salary of a Native was not more 
thsn one hundred Rupees. Still the arrangements of Lord 
Cornwallis were respected and praised throughout the 
country. 

18, He strengthened the Government, and, by effecting 
the Permanent Settlement, rendered the people satisfied, 
and the gratitude which the Natives displayed for his 

(16) ’'*13 CAr: Ssi* 

Chief Judge (Sa^, Chief, Supreme, sod esfe. eoB«»nt. fwthful, 

» coomUskonsr, srtetralM, Inveatlgstof, from Am* Security, 

safety.) 

(17) 'fTTfSll Saman^i. (Saoscrit) Coiqoiop. general, vulgar, uacaB- 
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graoous and wise conduct was not unwortbll; bestowed. 
The Directors, as a proof of their recognition of his 
numerous good qualities, decreed that his statue (18) 
ought to be placed in the India House, and that be should 
be allotted a pension of fifty tlnusand Rupees a year, for 
twenty years from the day of his quitting India. 

14. On the 28th of October Sir John Shore was ap> 
pointed to the office of Governor General. He came 
out to Indio in the Civil Service at a very early age, but 
he soon became well-known fbr his superior judgment 
and deep discrimination, /it the time of the Decenoial 
Settlement, he drew out, on the subject of the Revenue 
of the country, a memorandum, (19) in which were 
displayed such profound knowledge, end penetration, ( 20 ) 
that on its being laid before Mr. Pitt, the Prims Minis¬ 
ter of England, be was astonished, and after meet¬ 
ing and conauUiog the Dii’ectors, resolved that, after 
XiOrd Cornwallis, this person ought to be appointed to the 
post of Governor. 

15. A short time after, he obtained the title of Baro¬ 
net. The year after his appointment, occurred the death 
of the celebrated, impartial, and learned judge of the 
Supreme Court, Sir 'William Jones, at the age of 47. 
There existed the warmest fricodshlp between him and 
Sir John Shore, who compiled a history of his life, and 
published it in a work which has attained great celebrity. 

( 18 ) (Senwril.) Resembisnee. an image, a 

likenew. 

(IP) PffxJultkXys, (Siaat.) A rough draft, sketch, 

(vri'O Pale, and s letter, a msniecript. a drawing, from 
to write, afit *IK) 

(SO) P/!radar$kia. (SaBscriC) The seeing of the 

Qtnioat limit of an art, sdeace, fte. eamplete knowledge, profoodity 
(^TH The farther or opposite bank of a riser, the ead, estretuity, 
and root 'P'fi to see.) 


A.D. 
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A. D, 16. In the 7eav 179S occurred the demise of the 
Nuwab Moobaruk-ood-Dowlah, 'tho was eucccedcti by bis 
eon Nazir-ooUMoolk. But at that period the ajipoiut- 
menC of t Nuwab of Moorehedabad had come to be a 
very ordinary al^lr: it is therefore sufficient merely to 
Btatc^ that the son began to receive the same monthly 
allowance (21) as was received by tbc futhor. The sove¬ 
reign of England had bestowed on Sir John Sborc the 
title of Lord Teignmouth. The latter, after baviug 
governed India in peace for five years, at length applied 
for leave to resign his office. During his rule no im- 
portmit matter, worthy of record, took place in Bengal; 
but at the conclusion of his government, an alarmiug 
affair pieseated itself. 

17 . 'Fhe troops began to show signs of discontent. 
The English were at war with the French. lu this junc¬ 
ture, Tippoo Sultan, tie chief of Mysore, was repeatedly 
applying to the French in the hopes of being assisted 
with troops. He could not forget even for a moment, 
the manner in which the English had humbled him in 
the fomier war. Night and day he only thought of the 
means of taking bis revenge (22) on them. He had also 
conceived the hope that, with the aid of the French, he 
might altogether drive tbe English out of India, The 
Directors, reflecting on all these matters, resolved that it 
was proper at this juncture to send out some able (23) 
person in the character of Crovernor General. They so¬ 
licited Lord Cornwallis again to accept the task of gp- 

(21) Mathaharn (Ar. J^tuAJhara) Moothly 

salary, pay, wages, tllowaace. SAsAr. a month.) 

(29) Boira^irjJHon (Sanacrit.) Repaying enmity. 

Revenge. reeriauaadoB aamity, hestility and gift, pay- 

moot of a debt, revenge.) 

(iS) SKakla, (Swscht.) Able, capable, etroog (Root *1$ to b« 
able, affii 
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veroing India, and he assented to their proposal; but 
when the preparations for hts cocnmg out were actually 
in progress he was appointed Viceroj (24) of Ireland. 

13. The Directors without dela^ appointed to that 
high office Lord Mornington, who afterwards became 
Morquia of Wellesley. This nobleman bad been educated 
bj the brother of Lord Cornwallis^ and had labored 
with much zeal in tlu3 study of the polidns of India. 
He arrived in Calcutta on the 18th of May of the year 
1798. He possessed all the foresight, and courage, and 
wisdom which were requii'ed in those troublesome (25) 
times. Hie moment he undertook the task of governing 
India, all fears for the empire vanished, (26) and courage 
began to spring up in the minds of all men. 

19. At the period of bis arrival, money had become 
so scarce, that even a loan at 12 per cent, was at a die* 
count of four per cent. The troops were io the first 
place unskilful, ond in the next place discontented. 
On the Northern boundary Scindia, and on the Southern 
Hppoo Sultan, being bitter enemies, were displaying a 
threatening aspect, and the influence of the French in 
Hindoostao was every day rapidly increasing. He spee¬ 
dily raised the army to a high state of efficiency, (27) 
and expelled all the French officers who with numerous 
troops resided in Hyderabad c23). Having disbanded 

(04) (SaQSCht.) The klog's sub. 

stiCuce. 

( 25 ) Jha<^hit. (B.) Perplexity. CroubU. and difScolty. 

(26) (Saosetic) Covered, ccncealad, disapp«ar- 
wilhio and ^ to hold, affix ^subetaeuteC for 

The abetisci Qoua u or coocealoeot (foaHKaraoce.) 

(S7) 9^ SarmJu, (Sanscrit.) Efficient, capable. 

<M) ffuiarUb/td. The CtpiUl of a Proviflcs of the 

flame name and of the Nlstfu'a Dominione, «Wated io the Deccan— 
(See Hamilton’s GaxeUeoc). 


A. U. 
17SS. 
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all the forcea whom the^ bad collected] be placed Engliah 
Boldiera in their room, and at once procliumed war against 
ll^ppoo, since among all the enemies he hod become the 
most arrogant. 

20. The Members of the Council of Madras did not 
support the opinions of Lord Welleslej, but, on the con* 
trarj, wore opposed to him. Consequently, without the 
slightest delay, He took his departure for Madras, and 
having duly reproved them for such conduct on their part, 
began himself to manage all oflalrs. Having speedily os* 
sembled on Army, he despatched it against Tippoo Sultan, 
on the 27tb of March 1799. These troops marched (99) 
with such speed that Seringnpatam, (30) the capltol of 
Tippoo, fell into the bands of the English, on the 4eh of 
May, Tippoo beiug slain in the engagement. Thus ended 
the sovereignty-of the family of Hyder. The EirectoiB 
on receiving the accounts of tl\at bold wnr, bestowed on 
the Governor General a pension of fifby thousand Rupees 
per onnum. 

21. In the month of October, of the year 1799, 
Doctors Marshman, Ward and other Protestant Minis¬ 
ters (31) first founded at Serampors an establishment (32) 

(i9) (Ssast.) Goin^forth, d^rtgre, procccdlsg 

tssreh of au assslkiit, rosreb sway, sway from; and to say. 
affix 

(30) Rtn^Q piUoM, volgsrly SMrong pofen 

(Sl3ff an epithet of Vishou aod a town) A city In the Province 

of Mysore oi whkb it was the capital dariog die ahort.lived dynasty 
of Hyder..^(&ee Bamlltoo,} 

<31) Pidri, from PortQgDese Podn. a Priest. 

(33) Mkrtm, (SoDSentO A college* a school, a hermitege, 

a religioaa order or grade, of which there are four, viz: the etudeat, 
(he booeehotder, the asehente. and the VKodkaat, prdis of 

ezteDsioQ and to perform religious aosterities* affix where 

religiDia austerities are exteosivety perfomed* 
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conoeoted with their religious tenots. Doctor 
who had come to India sbt years prior to this and was 
rcsidiog at Maldoh, (S3) come speedUy and joined the 
ahoYe. These three persons, thus associated, began to 
exert themselves vigorously in the disseminstloo of the 
Christian rclij^n in India, They immediately set up a 
printing cstabiishmouC, (34) and, through the instru¬ 
mentality cf the Native who had assisted in the manu- 
^cture of the Qengallee types cf Mr. Charles Wiikios, 
they began to prepare a fount (35) of each of nearly all 
the Native Alphabets. 

22 . These persons, having printed the MQJiWbftTaly 
the Ramayan and several other books, began lo promote 
the study of the Bengallee language. They commenced 
translating the Bible into Bengallee, Sanscrit and many 
other Indian tongues, 'fhey were the drst to establish 
Bengallee schools on European models. Far from look¬ 
ing for any profit from these undertakings, which they 
carried out with excessive Idjcr, they, on the contrary, 
applied to the promoUoD of these objects the large in¬ 
comes which they had of their own. It must indeed 
be admitted, that these persons promoted the interests 
(36) of the Bengallee language to such a degree as had 
never before been effbeted by any other person ; and it 
may further be said, that the improvement of the con- 

(33) MSliatia, Name of a Town in the province of Ben¬ 
gal, district of Dlnageporo. which m 1S08, iadepuidcot of Nowaob- 
gnngc, contained about 3.000 housw, fwa-ejghlh>of which were built 
with etones asd bricks Cram the neighbouring ruins of Gour.—(See 
Hamilton's Qasetteer.) 

(34) Cispef kkJtfiA. (Hindee, Persisfii 
CASpe.i^MM.)a Pnatiog oSc«(H. Impression, stamp, print, 
and ahoose.) 

(36) *11^ Sl0l, from English “Set" 

(36) 5oe6Mjji8, (Saoscril.) (korl fnrCone, auspldoosoess, 

fortunate, auspicious, affix ^J) 


A, D. 
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ditioo of this eouutry, &nd tUe dawa of itA cIviHso^on^ 
first onginaUd at Seram pore. 

23. Lord WellcsJej, seemg the Civil Servants ex¬ 
tremely ignorant of the Native languages, established at 
Calcutta, in the year 1800, a College, styled tlic College 
of Fort William, into wbkii all tbe Writers entered on 
their arrival from England in Calcutta, oot being ap¬ 
pointed Co any office till they passed (37) an examination 
and received the Certificate of tiic Examiner. Excellent 
teachers were appointed, and many books iu Bcngallce 
and other languages were oompiled and printed for the 
use of this College. TJiis was a new expedient for im¬ 
proving the condition of the country. Mrityoenjoy 
Bidyslanksr, ($8) an excellent Pundit, a Native of 
Ootkul, (39) was appointed to tbe office of Head Pundit 
of the Bengallec and Sauscrit Department, and by hia 
uneommoQ learniDg and wisdom greatly promoted tbe 
reputation of this College. 

24. When the intelligence of the institution of this 
College reached the Court of Directors, they were pleased 
with it, but, on tbe grounds if its being on too large a 
scale, (40) and too expensive, (41) they directed that every 
department should be reduced. However, for a number 

(S7) Litenlly,—"As loag sa they Old not pus. &c. so loag they 
vere not sppoioted kt" 

( 38 ) ^^{75 DiijrAlaakar, a 

name of Shiva Death and who contioen) 

The omsoeot of karsiof. This la oae of the tides bestowed in Ben¬ 
gal opaa stedaats et the completion ofthw cooree, Other ei&roples 
sre f4WIT’S!? ftc. tc. 

( 39 ) ^^591 UlJcoL Name of a country in the south of India, 
port of Orino. 

(41) ‘SyT'O Prali?«ds, (Soaserit.} Beet eicellent happy, <m 
Ben|sl(ee), stout, atroag, tali, stupeodcos. 

(41) ???J9RT?T Bihu fiycyo teJh/a, (Soaserit.) Atiaioobk or 
accomplishable with moch expeoce, (?? much, ?J? expence. 
attainable, secoapliahsble.) 
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of years excellently taught pupils were sect forth from 
this College, and all the Native langiuges were there 
exoincntly studied. If we were called on to enumerate 
the first means by which the study and adornment of the 
Bcngallce language were advanced, we must mention the 
establishment of the Missionaries at Serampore, and the 
foundation of the College of Fort 'William. In thla 
College Doctor Carey was Professor of the Bengallee 
language. 

25. In the year 180$ Lord Wellesley was necessitated 
to enter upon hostilities with Sclndia and Holkar; but 
this contest was speedily terminated, and these two 
poweiful cliiefs <42) were therein conquered and hum* 
bled. At lost a great portion of their dominions was 
annexed tc the empire of the Bngllsh. In September 
the English first gained possessiou of Delhi, the ancient 
capital of the Moosulmans. The Mahrattos bod greatly 
oppressed the Sovereign of Delhi. The latter was now 
restored to the dignity of Emperor, under the protection 
of ^e English; but he retained no authority, and was 
allowed merely to draw an annual s^pend of fifteen lakhs 
of Itupees. 

26. At that period disputes having arisen with the 
lUjsh of Nagpore, (43) Lord Wellesley immediately 


(42) (Swiscnt.) Tbe chief of s district, s D«gh~ 

bout, a icsUcri a captagn. a champion. atteQclaotor compaaioo of a 
chieftain esd, term, and ^affis of reistioa). 

(43) N^gpvr, (Sansoit) iN/lgapiera, the town of tbeier* 
peat), 4 Mahratts Unsdom in the Deccan, fbncecly of ^at extent but 
nuch limited eioce 13 L3. Thegeoeral aitnation ie between 13° 40' and 
20^ 40 N. latitude, and 73* SO' and 33° E. loDgitude. The Z. and 
8. S. quarters are parCieulatly mouat&Ioous, oad inhabited by wild 
tribes, chiefly fjomb.—(See HfimilGca.) 


A. D. 
1303. 
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dcspatcbed troops to Orissa. (44) The Mshrottas having 
givco waj in battle, (45) the EiiglUh troops gained 
possession of the temple of Juggemautb (46) on the ISth 
of September 1803. And the tvbole province of Orissa 
tvas annexed to Bengal. Forty-eight years previous to 
this, Aliverdi Klmn had, in the last year of lus Govern¬ 
ment, made over this country to thu Mahrattos. The En- 
glisb displayed much kindness and resj>ect towards tlio 
priests (47) of Poorcc, and desired them to conduct 
according to tbdr own discretion, as before, tlic eollec^on 
and expenditure of the Revenue, and the other nffilrB 
connected with that tou'n ; but after three years, with the 
view of increasing the tax, they assumed themselves the 
superintendence of the temple, and began to collect the tax 
with the instrumentality of their own people. Only a 

(44) VrisAf9 A Iftrife proviocc in the D«can. ntonAbj? 
frata tlic ISth to Che i3rU degree of North klitudc. Orc/ew or Oiwrs, 
thcpeeu)isr cooiitry of the Or ur Odra had onguvolly less CKtead- 
ed liiniU; tut la the progrow of Smlgnition aad couquieC, tho 
Oori* DatiOD carried their nano and language over a vaet epaco of 
territory, both on tho Ma*sboK and among the hills, indodlng. 
bosidea Orissa Proper, a portion of Bengal and Tctlngana The 
modern ert^nC of the Orissa Provioec may be roughly estimated at 400 
miles in length, by about 70 tho average breadth ; but Orisoa Proper 
has much mere limited dlmeasioni, aad may bo coseldcrcd wholly 
comprehended in the Sritieh district of CatUek.^Sce liamlUoa.) 

(45) 13tmga~ (Soascrit.) A breokiog. splitting, djvlsloi). defbeC 
(«9h>brak, affix 

(46) Jagamdtih, A celebrated place Of Hiodoo worship na 
the sea coast of Orissa, district of Couack. esteemed the nest oecred 
of til their establUhmoDts. Tho town Juggernooth is also ccdled Puri 
(tbe towo) and Porosbottam (the Supretne soul, a aanu of Vlsboa) 
(77S, the world and Lord, "The lord of the world," one 
of the 1,000 oomee of Vishnu, the Preserviog Power.^ee Hamilton). 

(47) .PoroUf (Sansoit) Tbe family priest caoducting . 

all tbe ceremonials and sacti Bees of a family first and 

beld« estecued). 
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portion of theso collections were applied to the service of D. a. 
the idol, and the whole of the remainder was paid in to the 
Componj^B treasury. 

27 . It had been for a long time the custom, that 
parents used to proceed, occoraptiniedhy their ohUdrea, to 
GungQBugur, (48) and, after repetition of incantations (40) 
and performance of worship, (50) there to cast those 
young ones into the waters of the oeean. They indeed 
considered this proceeding as an act of piety, but it is 
nowliero enjoined in the eacred books. On the 20th 
of August 1802, the Governor General passed a Regula- 
tioQ for the purpose of at once putting a stop to this 
practice, and despatched a body of troops to enforce it. 

28. By the passing of this Regulation interference 
was openly established in the religious affairs of this 
country; still not one individual throughout the whole 
uttered a sound. (51) The people of this country had 
so entirely foigottea this matter, that when, twenty.five 


{4S) Geii(f9^ffara (Sauoit.) An ulaod (coroaonl; 

called “Saagor Island") belengpng to the Prorince of fien^l, utoated 
OB the East aide of the Hooghlf river. It i» a celehnUad place of 
pilgrimago among the Hindoos, on aeoonat of the great aaoetity 
amiog from its eicoatioa at the jsnetion of the holittt branch of the 
Ganges with tiie Oceaa / Gugd, the Gangs, and Siffora the Ocean, 
"the coadueoec of the Gangs with the Oceao.'’^ee Hamiiion.) 

(49) MaiUre, (Sanserit.) 1. Secret eoaaolCation, private advice. 
9. A division of tha Vedas. S. A mTsticBl verse or ineaataUoD (in the 
Tantrss) 4. Afonaola sacred to any iodlvidoal deity, as On. Hatnava 
nano. Om, *‘to Viahno aalntatioal" Om, Su^a wna. Ora, " to &va 
salutation&c. (Root to advise or cooault privately, affix ^IT. 

(50) P6J3 (Sanscrit) WgnhJp, culCore, homage of eope* 
lior* or adoration of the gods (Rootto worship; affix ^7 of 
the action, and of the fenloine geoder.) 

(51) ?1 A? (Sanscrit.) A sound (Root ^ to soond, afflif^*^ not 
uud ia Sanscrit.) 
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years ai^er^ on the prohibition of the Suttee, (52) it was 
adduced as an argument, the greater part denied that 
it was ever in force. 

26, In our annoJa of India the time of Lord Wellesley’s 
Goyernment is specially a (jeriod of great prosperity. 
By the wars iu which he was unavoiduhly engaged he 
encreased this empire nearly one-tliird, and he also 
augmented the revenue by fiaccncrores and forty lukbs 
of Rupees- But along with the increase of tlic re- 
Tcnue the debt had also sUnd lly accumulated. The Direc¬ 
tors evinced the utmost dissatisfaction with this warlike 
propensity of bis, and they were extremely noxious to 
derise some expedient by which the Government of the 
country might be carried on conjointly with the preser¬ 
vation of peace i nay they were willing even to renounce 
a perrion of the advantages which they had gained by 
all these wars; but itW not ever yet cuterod into their 
minds, that they would be all in all in Lidia or nothing. 
In a word, they had become so highly dissatisfied, tliat 
at length they brought charges against Lord Wellesley as 
a riolator of Acts of ParUament. 

SO. Lord Wellesley perr^ved that the Directors no 
longer placed confidence in him, and having answered their 
Utter, be resolved on resigoing bis office, and at the end of 
the year 1805 he embarked on board a ship, for the 
purpose of proceeding to England. Oo his arrival there, 
the leading members of Parliament end other persona 
brought charges against him, as they had done against 

(68) 31? W (Ssoscrit.) l, Going with, wcompsoy- 

iag 2. A woman’s barolag bep«If on the ftmeral pUe with her deceased 
buahand. (31? "Wilb” and ' Qwng.’') When iLehwband 

has died abroad and the widow burns bereetf with bis staff or aonie 
portion of hli clothing, the rite is called GoioS ■ft"* 

lowing. (The word Sift ^ is the epittiet given to the widow in 
both cases, being the feminine of Sai. Tree, good, tirtuoos, firm i 
and it is improperly applied to the rites sboremeEitioiied-) 
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CUve smd Has^ngs, but the accusations were not of so 
grave a nature: at any rate this was his worthy recoin- 
pence, for having so greatly extended the empire, whilst 
pursuing a deep laid policy, followed every where by 
uninterrupted victory. 

$1. Amongst the charges brought against him ia Par¬ 
liament, that of Lord Moira was most surprising. He 
loudly declared in the House of Lords that all the vic¬ 
tories gmned by Welleeley were unjust and contrary to the 
decrees of Parliament, and yet within ten years he himself, 
haviug become Governor Gooeral of India, engaged in 
more extensive wars than Lord Wellesley himself. The 
fact is that these persona who have never resided amongst 
the natives of India, and hod deallogs with them, cannot 
comprehend the depths of Indian politics. 

83. The Directors then resolved, that it was proper to 
submit even to some loss for the purpose of establish¬ 
ing peace, and reducing the expenditure. Consequently 
they selected Lord Cornwallis as the new Governor 
General. He was then much advanced in years; still he 
agreed to their proposal, and embarking on board a sbip, 
arrivodin Calcutta on the 30tb of July in the year 1805. 
Without delay he proceeded to the Western frootier, with 
the view of makiog peace with the rulers of the other 
portions of India: but the further he advanced west¬ 
ward the more be began by degrees to become iofirtn in 
body. At length, having reached Ghazeepore, (53) he ex¬ 
pired on the Sttof October of the same year. When the 


A. D- 
iSOA 


(A. Ghs^pvr, tiie city of 

tbe 0k4:f, or fighter eguoet iDSdcla.) A my large town ia the pro- 
vioee of Allahabad, eod eapiUl of s district of the nme oune, eituated 
on the N. side of the Geages, forty-one miles K. E. froai Benares. 
The HsDBOleum erected here to the mecoory of the Marquis Coro- 
wallis is entirely of Cbooer frco.etooe, withoot the laterventioa of 
snjr wood : it cost one Iskh of Rupees, and coonimed l5 years la eree- 
tloa; yet It appears on lfisi|ni£caatstractnre when conpsred with Uie 

T 
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ne'ivs of his decease roacbed England, the Directors, to 
testify their regard for him, bestowed on his son a 
donation of four Lakhs of Rupees. 

33. The chief Member of CouncU, Sir George Barlows 
was immediately installed (54) in the office of Governor 
General. The Directors had a great desire to appoint 
him to this high station, but the King's Ministers declared 
that it was their right to appoint to this oiHco. Much 
discussion arose on this question: at length the whole 
was decided by the appointment of Lord Kioto to the 
post of Governor GeneroL During the rule of Sir George 
Barlow, the Government resolved (55) to collect the tax 
from the Pilgrims to Juggemauth, (56) and to Uke into 
theii own hands the management of the temple. Kumer> 
ous plans were adopted for increasing the number of 
pilgrims, whereby the revenue of the Govern merit was 
much augmented. The arrangement which was then 
made remained in force for about thirty years. 

34. Lord Minto landed in Calcutta on the 31st of 
July I 8 O 7 . He conducted the Government till the end 
of the year 1813. In that period no particular change 
occurred in the politial aftirs of Bengal, except that a 
new arrangement, on a more stringent rule than before, 
was introduced in the Custom duties, (5?) Lord Corn¬ 
wallis had, in the year 1788, abolished this rule before 
bis departure. It was afterwards again put in force in 
the year 1801. In this way the revenue was augmented j 

meaaest of the Mpalcbrel edifiew left by the Mogul EroperoTS.—(See 
Huulton.) 

(SO (Ssaecrit) EeUblished flODsecrated. 

EsUblishiDenc Sk. $95) 

(55) (Ssflserlt.) A volitioB, thought wiih. 

(56) SiHUjvfrs. (Saoscrit) A rsiTifr 0 / Jegannethpuri. 

(6?) PowhoUts^. (Sanscrit ^>—Inlaod duty oo 

leeKbtndise (♦(^^Fhe, Bayond ? See Carey's Bengalee 

Dietionary.) 
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but great ii^urj accrued to commerce, and extrema 
opprcaaion began to fall on the people. In the je&r 
IB 10} the Eoglleb, after defeating the Freoeb, gaiued pos* 
session of the two Islaods of Bourbon and Mauritius. 
The next year the rich island of Java also was wrested 
from the Iranda of the Dutch. 

$$. In the year 1813, the period of the Charter 
which the Company had received from the Parliament 
twenty years before, haviog expired, a new Charter was ac* 
cepted. Oq this occorion they had to change several of 
the rules for the management of the a^rs of the coun* 
try. For two hundred years previous to this the Com¬ 
pany alone in England, had the privUege of trading with 
India. They had at first commenced to transact business 
by opening a Counting House, now they had ascended the 
throne of the Government of India, and It must be consi¬ 
dered, that it is unbecoming for the bead of a state to en¬ 
gage in commerce. On the introduction of the new 
arrangement at this time the duty of government re* 
mained in the hands of the Company, and the right of 
trade was extended to other merchants. Of course the 
difficulty which other Europeans besides the Company's 
Officers used to experience in obtaining leave to come to 
India was removed, and those persons to whom the Direc¬ 
tors did not choose to give permission, began to attain 
their object by applying to the Board of ControL 

S6. Oo the 4th of October, 1613, Lord Minto trans¬ 
ferred the burden of the government of India to the bands 
of Lord Moira, and departed for England; but his death 
occurred before he reached his home. The title of Lord 
Moira was eventually changed to Marquis of Hastings. 


A. D. 
1S13. 
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1. Lord Hfietingfi on aasuming the rcirU (1) of Go- 
Tcrnment perceived that the Nepaulc8c(2) were gradual jj 
CQcreaclung on the territory belonging to the Englwh. 
The Royal family winch occui>ied the throne, had, in tlic 
course of a hundred years, cstablislicd their sovereignty in 
Nepaul, and extended their territory by conqueste in war. 
During the period of Lord Minto’s rule a number of dis¬ 
putes had arisen. Lord Hastings saw that a wnr with the 
ruler of Nepaul bad become inevitable. He used his uemoat 
endeavours to preserve peace j but observing tlic intolcr- 
ahle arrogance of the sovereign of Nepaul, he was at 
leogth obliged, in the year 1814, to eommcnco hostili¬ 
ties. The 6rst campaign was not attended with any 
results; but in the engagements of 1815, the Euglish 
Common der, Oehtcrlony, was eminently victorious s and 
the King of Nepaul was then obliged to purchase peace 
at the cost of a large portion of his territories. 

2 . There dwelt in the central portion of India a numer¬ 
ous body of mounted robbers, named Kndarrics, who had 
for many yesremade the plunder of the country in that 
direction their means of subsistence. They at length 
entered the dominions of the English. Many of the 
Bnjahs and chieftains of that poison of the country 

( 1 > Hlerally, “liclosdorboraiW' 

( 2 ) An iobaWtoal of Nepaul, • kuigdom 0 / 

Nwlhem Hjodo«lM. whkb, although greatly curtailed of Its modem 
Qvurpanooa to the Eaat and Wert, by the pa«e of JS 15 . etIU remsina 
««cf the largest aod moat compact indepcodonl soweigntfea of 
India. U » wtuatadbelweea the 27th and 3Irt degree* of North 
Irtiiode. and io «xir«ac length nay bo wllmated at 4&0 oiiles, by US 
the average breadlb.^(8ec iiamllwci). 



Tns nistORY OF ssnoal. 


141 


used to afford them every asuatAUce} and their depreda¬ 
tions extended further than five hundred coas. The Eng* 
liah had to maintain a force to repel them. The ex- 
pence wluch thus began to he yearly incun'cd being felt 
very onerous, it was oonaiJefed at length as strongly die. 
toted by renson and policy, that It would be better by 
one great cdbrt to exterminate them at oucc, than to con¬ 
tinue tile cNistiiig mode of proceeding. 

3. Accordingly Lord Hostings, having obtoined the 
permission of the Court of Directors^ issued orders for col¬ 
lecting a numerous force from the three Presidencies. The 
troops liaving by degrees invested the abodes of those 
infamoxis (3) I’obbcrs, anaihilated, one by one, all their 
parties. 

4. Whilst the armies of the English, being engaged 
with the Hndarries, were still occupied In the battle field, 
the Peshwo^(4} the Rajah of Kogpore and Hoikar, (5) being 
oil of one counsel, at once rose in hostility to the English, 
ID the hope thot, if oil roade one united edbrt, they would 
be able to drive the English from the country, but they 
were all defeated. The Peshwa and the Rajah of Nag- 
pore were dethroned, and a great portion of their terYi- 
torics were taken possession of by the Euglish. The 
Marquis of Hostings himself conducted the whole of this 
a&ir ; but ten years previously he had cried out against 
the policy of the Marquis of Wellesley on account of a 
similar war. At the time of the above tranaoctions be 
was sixty-five years of age, and yet he fully displayed 

(S> Durbritt*. (Saascrit.) Lcoiliog alow or ufsaous UA, 

followiag a dimpotahlc busioess or habits, WJe, wicked, a cheat, black- 
gau4, 4ee. 

( 4 ) hrl PerAiM (Pen.) A leader, guide } title of the Moihatta 
iDioietor. 

(5) i/oliar. 'Ktlc of o Moihatts Cluof whose capital U 
Indore. 


A. D. 
lain 
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all the jud^eot and energy which were necessary for 
theaecomplishmeot of af^ira of such eminent importance. 
The power of the Pindarries and Marhattaa was altogether 
annihilatedj and the English became supreme in India. 

5. Before the rule of Lord HasUngs, no endeavour 
was made to bestow instruc^on on the people. Previous' 
ly it had been considered impolitic to educate the people, 
because as long as they remsinod plunged in the abyss of 
ignorance (6) there remained oo apprehension at any 
time of the subversion of the Government. But Lord 
Hastings rejecting this conclusion,declared that the £ng' 
lish had established their rule in India for the benefit of 
the Native people, whose ervUi^atioa it was, therefore, 
their duty by every effort to carry out. From his ^me a 
new and different era dawoed upon India. In various 
places schools began to be established, and this was the 
first effort for the instruction of the natives. 

6. On the 29th of May 1818, the first Bengalee 
News paper was published at the Serampore Press, (7) 
with the tide of “Sumachar Durpun.”(8) Lord Hastings 
received a copy as a present. He was not alarmed at 
the sight of this new channel (9) for the instruction of the 
people 5 bat, on the contrary, he immediately carried it to 
the Council, and issued this order, that in every case when 
this Journal should have to be sent by post, not more 
then ooe-feurth of the usual charge should be demanded. 

7. At this time W. B. Baillie and Doctor Carey exerted 
themselves, and with the concurrence of Lady Hastings, 
‘established in Calcutta the “ Calcutta School-book Socie- 
ty,** and ot the same period a body named the “ School 

(5) UteraTIy, “felleo Into the wall of jgooraaee.” 

(7) JiJtiralay (Sanscrit.) literally ''A Mach ate Houie.^ 

(8) SmSdtSr Dorpan- (SoasL) The mirror of 

news, I&formstion. tradition, news, and amirror-) 

(0) y/uaf U (Sanscrit.) A water course. 
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Society'* for the instructioD of oa^ve children was formed 
in the capital. The Iteverend Mr. May founded large 
Schools for the education of native youths in Beagallee 
near Cbioaiirah, and the Misaionariee of Serampore, esU- 
hlished a Seminary near that place: and the Hindoo Col* 
lege> in which thousands of youths have been instructed in 
the Bnglisli language and European philosophy, (10) waa 
also instituted at that period by Sir Edward Hyde East, 
Mr. J. H. Harrington^ acd Mr. David Hare. 

8. All men, both Europeans and Natives, were benefit* 
ed by the noble disposition of the MaN^uis of Hastings. 
Before thU no one had even dreamed that there would 
be seminaries of learning in this country} but he esta* 
blUhed them, and displayed the utmost generosity in 
his effbrU for their preservation and advancement. 

9. In the month of January of the year 1893 Lord 
Hastings quitted India. He, in the space of nine yearS} 
had, with much labor, greatly extended the Company’s 
territory,, and increased their revenue, and had paid off 
their debt. Never was the prosperity of the Indian Empire 
of the English observed to stand at so high a pitch, The 
treasury waa full of money, and after the payment of all 
expeooes there began to appear a yearly surplus (11) of 
nearly two Crorcs of Eupees. 

ID. Mr, George Canning, a very talented Royal mU 
niater, having for a loug period filled the Office of Super* 
intendent of the Board of Control, bad become perfectly 
acqumnted with the afftirs of the Government of India. 
On the retirecoent of Lord Hastings this person was ap* 
pointed to the office of Governor General. 

( 10 ) Dariksna ahMra, (SansciiC.) The mstitalesof 
knowledge or oadentondlng;, a iem applied to Che various ajsteiiia 
of pbiloaohy. 

(11) UdbrUla (Saoacrit) Left, as a aurploa or recoaioder. 

Above, before the Root to be, remam, affix 
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A. D« 11* When ail tlie preparaHoos liad been for hU 
coming out, a very important office fell vacant in Eng¬ 
land by the death of one of the Royal minieters, and lie 
was cliosen for that post. The Directors tCcn njipointcd 
Lord Amherst Governor General^ and despatched liim to 
India. This nobleman had ton ycai^s before gone to 
Pekin os the representative of the Sovereign of England. 
He arrived in Calcutta on the let of August 182.^. Dur¬ 
ing the few months which intervened between the departure 
of Lord Hastings, and the arrival of Lord Amherst, the 
Chief Member of the Council, Mr. John Adam, performed 
the duties cf Governor Geneml. The only affair of con¬ 
sequence which occurred during his rule was the aboli¬ 
tion of the freedom of the press. 

12. As soon as Lord Amherst arrived in Calcutta, he 
found that the inhabitants of the country of Burmah(t2) 
hod begun to commit flagrant outrages; it was therefore 
necessary to turn bis attention without delay towards 
their correction. Tlie existing Rajah of the country of 
Burmoh had gained possession of the throne of Ava (1$) 
at the very some period that the English had become 
masters of Beogal. After this, having conquered Muni- 
pore (14) and Assam (15), he became in consequence so 

(IS) dmAns. Ao exteulve and onoe powerfal cropire In tho 
8outh-£asttrn extreraitf of Asia, where, ootil the late war. It occupied, 
directlj or iDdueotlally, almost half of ihe roglea dsactibed la naps os 
Isdia beyoad the Gafi|;e9.^Sea HauntoD.) 

^171 jitJti The aocieat, ood eo recent limro again, the mo* 
dem, caputal of the Burmese Empire, six miles Sooth of Amarapara: 
lat. 91^ N. loo. 9S^ E. The aame is also applied to Ifae whole em. 
pire.—(See Hamittoo.) 

(U) afaaipar. (The Jewel town) A town of "India 

beyood the Ganges" and formerly the mpiial of the Cassay country, 
lat. 84* 8tf N, loo, W® 30' E. 

(15} Jfh4m. This remote country odjoina the provioee of 

Bengal ot the North-East comer, aboat the put degree of E. temgi- 
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puffed up (16) with pTide> that he reselTed in hU own 
mind that he would bj degrees alto conquer Bengal. 
Whilat peace atill eziated between him and the English 
he broke through it, and despatched his troops into 
Kachar (17) and Arracan (18), which were {occupied bj 
the Companj. At the head of the Toak>Naaf lUrer on 
the Arracan Coast is o small Island, named SUapoorec (19). 
The Burmese monarch bad invaded this, and dcstrofed 
the few guards whom the English had there, and when a 
mesaengcr was sent to Ava to demand the reason of such 
a proceeding, ho replied in a very amgant style, that the 
island in question should remain under his suthonty, and 
if any thing were undertaken to the contrary he would 
invade Bengal. 

13. With reference to these en croachmenta, the Gover¬ 
nor General declared war against the Burmen King on 
the Stb of May 1834. On the lltb of May, the Eng¬ 
lish having landed an Army in the Burmese territory, 

tude. froiD whence U stretches io an cutariy direction, to sn sedefia- 
ed (lieteiice; bet it ie prohshle sboat the 96Lh degree of £. looiitcde 
It eomes into contact with several barberoue and oolmowB 
who occupy (he inUrvemoi epoce frota thnceothe pro«ioce of 
YiusQ ia China. Ib this direeboa it iOllowe the Brahmaputra, bein^, 
in ftet, the valley through wbidi that river flowe. 

(Id) Vddhafa, (Ssasent.) 1 . Bused S. Eicite<L3. Haagbty. 

vaio, puffed op, arrogant, rads. 

(17) '♦lals £¥c4dr.—Mon properly Hsirumbo,a province to tbe 
ffortb of Silbet ud Ttpperab and to tbe S. of AeaaiD. Ite Rajah is 
4 depeadeat oa the British protection, for which be pays 10,000 5a. 
a year.—CSoe HateilCoa.) 

(J B) 2ratSM.—A maritbne pnmoce of " Todia beyond tbe 

Ganges,” It lies between IS^ and 21^ N. latitude, having Chittagoag 
to tbe N, Basseio to tbe S. the Arracan moantmoe to tbe E. aod the 
Bay of Bengal to the W,—(See Hniniiton) 

(IP) A worthless muddy isle, «Uiated at the sk- 

trene point of tbe strip of msia land ferming tbe southern frontier of 
tbe Chittagong district.—(Sec HsiDiltoo.) 

u 


A. 0. 
iBi*. 
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took povession of the port (20) of Rangoon (31). Imcnedi* 
ately afterwarda^ the countries of Assam and Arrocan and 
the Coast of Mergui (33) fell into their bands. The Army 
of Che English then adT&nced by degrees towards Ava, 
the capital^ and; taking possession of numerous towns 
aod villages in their progress, overthrew the troops of the 
Burmese Rojoh at every step. At the commencement of 
the year 1636, the EngHsh force bsvlng arrived very near 
to Asierapoora (33), the Rojah, in order to preserve his 
capital, agreed to make peace on the terma proposed by 
the English. Accordingly a treaty of peace was prepared, 
which is welhknown as the treaty of Yandaboo (34). 
By this, the Burmese monarch gave to the English, Manl- 
pore, Assam, Arracan, and the whole of the Martaban (35) 

(20) Joihiflr. (Persian) A port, harbour. 

(21) The piiDCtpal aeaport io tbo Burmese Jarai. 
ulens, situated )b the province of Pego, oo the N. Butk of the Ran¬ 
goon branch of the Irawadd/ about 2S loUes above its debouchure into 
the gulf of Marubon, latitude IS” 35, N.Mtode; 90”, 25' S. 

(82) Mer^l. The modern capital of the Tcnasacriio pro* 

rioce. eiluated ia latitude J2”, 12'N. and 98“, 25' Er-(See Hamil- 
too.) 

(23) (Sanscrit}. The city of Immortale.— 
A city of •' India beyond tbe Ganges." and the capital of the Bixmao 
Empire during the reign of Mindert)ee Prtw, by whom it wsa founded 
so receutly as 1783. about six loilea East of Ava, tho ancisnt capital, 
but was literaJly abandoned by him, through some unaceounUble ca. 
price, for some sterile aaod.banka seven miles furtber up the stream of 
tbe Irawaddy; latitude, 2l«. 55' N. loogitede. se” T £.—(See Ha* 
mil too.) 

(24) T1*WT^ TSfAih*. d town io the kingdom of Ava, forty-five 
roilM W. 8. W, from the city of Ava. On the arrivel of Kr Archi* 
bald Cambell's army at this place, the treaty of peace was at Is^t rati* 
fied by the.Burmese monarch, oa the 26th February, ISsdr—(See 
Hamilton.) 

(25 dfdrrtobdn. A province comprehended between 

17^ 30'and 15» SO' K. cootainiog aboot 12,000, miles, of which 
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Coa&t; and agreed to pa; one Crore of Rupeea, as com* 
pensation for the expenses of the war. 

] 4. During the time that the war with the Burmese was 
{^oing on, there arose a disagreement with Doorjun Sal, the 
chief of Bhurtpore, (36) who, in concert with hie brother, 
Madhoo Singh, had formed designs for wresting the 
Government from the hands of Bui want Singb, the son 
of hU paternal ancle and a minor (S7)< Sir Charles Met¬ 
calfe made many effbrta to bring Doorjun Ssl to reason, 
but without efi^t. It then became evident that this 
question could not be settled without an appeal to arms, 
and that it was very important to capture this place. Lord 
Lake had laid uege to it in 2805 i but there had been 
sack a serious lose in soldiers and officers, that of all the 
towns which the English had hitherto besieged in India 
they had never been in such straights io any as in this 
case. The En^lsh were indeed unable to take the place; 
but the Rajah paid twenty lakhs of Rupees to pacify 
tbem. In fact, of all the fortlded places whieh the English 
had attacked, this was tbc only one, which they had failed 
in subduing. Consequently it bad become the comraoii 

about one haU (the most fertile sad populous) belon| to tbe Bntish; 
but the town of Msitaban stands e& the North or Bunaew side of 
the Salwon. Ihree luge rivers, the Salwen, lh« Gaio, and the ACbrao. 
joia Opposite to Martaban, where they fbria ao otpa/ise of water sis 
or levea miles braad.—^Seo Hsmiltda.) 

(86) Shorc^ur. (The dty of BAsre/o.) The eapiul of 

SB iBdependeat Native chief in the province of Agra, 9) miles W. by 
N. from the dtp of Agra- Tbs ftaj&h Is oee of the priodpal cbieftaios 
of the Jaati, which are a tribe of low Sudns, who. prssuojing on 
ebeic temporary japortaaes, ventorc to assume lbs title of Khetri. the 
military caste. This city sustaiaed sod resisted a siege by the army 
uoder Lord Lake la the begioing of 1805, but the flajah considered it 
prudent to make terms.^Se« HamiltooO 

(27) NfWiat, (from ^ Not and TJulfgk, arriv¬ 

ed at years of fflaUii^ty,) under lawful age to mnnag^ia orvncnnrenie. 
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talk throughout the whoU of India, that the Eogllsh 
would never be able to take thie fortress. It was eur* 
rounded bj a very large mud wall, at the foot of which 
was a capacious ^tch. 

15. Although a Uig;e force was at that time employed 
in the Burmese war, still twenty thousand men and one 
hundred cannoo were speedilj assembled befbre Bhurt* 
pore. The whole of the people of India began to watch 
with the deepest anxiety this proceeding of theirs. On 
the 2dd of December oparatioDS commenced, and on tho 
18 th of January 1826, the Coramandcr'in-Clncf, Lord 
Combermete, gained possession of the place. Doorjun 
Ssl having fallen into the hands of the English, was sent 
into the fort of Allahabad. In consequence of the hosti¬ 
lities with Burmah and Bhurtpore, thirteen Crores of 
Bupecs were added to the liabibtics of Qoveromeot. 

I6i Id the year 1327 Lord Amherst, in his progress 
to the Western Provinces, arrived at Delhi. There, in the 
course of a conversation with the King, which happened 
to tom on the subject of the Company’s Government, the 
Governor General plainly told him that the English were 
now no longer subject to the descendants of Tymoor, and 
that at present the regal throne of Hindoostan bad fallen 
into their possession. The Royal &mily on hearing this 
circumstance were plunged in a sea of dejection. They 
refieeted that they had indeed suffered endless kioda 
of degraderion at the bonds of the Mahrattas, but that still 
the title of King of Hindoostan was not interfered with; 
and that now they peremved that their claim to the Govern- 
meot had for ever departed from their hands. Ail the 
inhabitants of India were extremely dejected (28) at this 
circumatance. 

(SS) ^ (Ssasent.) 1 BraiMd, pcaoded. S. Del^Ud, 

overcome, 3. Sad, distressed, (Boot *[^to pound, reduce to powder, 
affix W of the past part i—fom irregular.) 
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17> Lord Amberst made over the Government into 
the hands of Mr. William Butterworth Barley, and took 
bis departure for England in Moroh 1823. When bis inten* 
tion to resign his office was known in England, Lord 
William Bcntinck brought before the Court of Directors bis 
cliuDi to succeed to the appointment. Twenty yearn prior 
to this period he had been Governor of Madras; but the 
Directors being in some way irritated hod nojustly recall • 
ed him. I^ow they admitted his claim on the present 
occa^n, and appointed him Governor Geoeral in the 
year 1837. (29) It must be confessed, that at that time 
few men could have been found in England equally qua¬ 
lified for this important office. 

13. Thii nobleman arrived in Calentta on the 4th of 
July 1823. The Indian treasury which cot six years 
before, m the hme of Lord Hastings, hod been brimful of 
wealth, was now almost altogether empty. The extent to 
which the debt had increased was terrific, and the expen¬ 
ses far exceeded the income. Lord William bad pledged 
himself to the Directors that he would reduce the expen¬ 
diture. Accordingly^ on his arrival in Calcutta, he forth¬ 
with appointed two Committees on Revenue matters, 
whose duty was to enquire into the expenditure in the Civil 
and Military Departments and to point out any reductions 
that were feasible. 

19. By their counsel the expenditure was curtailed in 
every department. Such proceedings were of course sure 
to give rise to univers^ dislike. For obeying the orders 
of the Court of Directors in every where enforcing 
economy, Lord William experienced much vituperation 
at the bands of those who soflered. And, in fact, no 
public servant who has to undertake the duty of reducing 
the public expenditure, can ever hope for the approval 
of bia contemporaries. All men tumultuously rose up 


A. D. 
1827. 


(89) The Bcagellce hu 1626. but this is a mUtsXc. 
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A. D. ag&inst him on every side: but be was neither ruined oor 
steg^red, and only continued to devise plana for econo- 
loiziog and paying olf the debt. 

20. The Government had for some time been inclined 
to put a atop to the rite of Sahagaman ; (30) and conse¬ 
quently many enquiries had been instituted as to the 
number of women who perished with their husbands, 
and as to the feeUoga of the liatives on this subject. 
Many Government OfHcera asserted titat the Natives 
were strongly attached to this rite, and that its abolition 
might be attended with bad consequences. When Lord 
William Bentiack arrived in Calcutta he maturely 
conudered this subject, and saw it might easily be 
abolished, in which opinion all the members of the 
Supreme Conned concurred. 

21. A law was then passed, on the 4th of December 
1939, by which this cruel practice was at once abolished 
throughout the Eoglish territories. Several wealthy and 
respectable Bengalleea took offence at this beneficial 
measure, and presented a petition to the Governor 
General praying for the abrogation (31) of this law, on 
the plea that it waa an interference with their religion. 
LfOrd William refused their petition, after showing vari¬ 
ous moat cogent reasons for the abolition of the rite, and 
at last, he explained to the petitioners, that although it 
was necessary to put a stop to a practice wbicli waa the 
cause of the death of many individuals yearly, still there 
waa in this no intention to interfere with the rules of 
tbeir rebgion. 

(SO) SsAspsMca (Saoserit.) A goiog with, accaupamy- 

ing ; Che rite of s womao’s humng herself with ibc dead body of her 
huabsAd. SiU/e« it & eorruption of So^i, which a the femi&uic of Sot 
“ virtuous, pure** i this term Is applied to Che widow who borne with 
her busbaod, sad iU spplicstioD to Uis rile sbovementioaed is a gross 
error. 

(31) 97 itud. (Ar. ^ iZsdd.) Kejretloa, refutaliou. 
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23. At this time Dwsrakansth Thskur, Kslinsth Rae 
Chowdh&n^ and other respectable BengoUeei presented a 
laudatory address to Lord William^ the drift of which 
was, that they were obliged to HU Lordship for this act 
of mercy, and offered him their thanks. The advocates 
of the rite of Sabagaman immediately established a Dhar- 
ma Shabhs (Religious Society) in Calcutta, and having 
raised a large sum by eubscription (32) despatched a Euro> 
pean attorney to England, to present a petition to the 
Privy Council for the reestablishment of the rite. But 
there the Royal Ministers, after hearing all the argumenta 
in favor of Sahagaman, at length upheld the party in Uvor 
of its suppression. It is now, 133S, nine years since that 
^rite was abolished, and as yet not the least sign of dissatis¬ 
faction has appeared on the part of the people i in fact all 
have nearly forgotten the bloody custom, and if it he not 
recorded in history, future generations will hardly believe 
that such a custom ever prevailed. 

23. In the year 1831 a great change was originated in 
the system of Courts of Justice. Cp to this period Na¬ 
tives had been appointed on trifling salsriea for the trial of 
small cases. Lord William Bentinck determined, with the 
view of raisiug the credit of the Natives, to appoint 
them to important posts with high salaries. In this year 
the saleries and powers of Moonsiffs and Sudder Ameens 
were increased, and in addition several individuals were 
appointed to a new advanced grade of Principal Sudder 
AmeeDS,on still higher salaries. These were invested with 
extensive powers in Civil cases. 

24. The office of Register and the provincial Courts 
were abolished, and only the Courts of Native Judges 
and of ZiUah Judges and the Sudder Dewany Adalut were 
retmned. This new regulation has now been in force for 

(39) Otinda, (Kuidse, OAMdl.) Assasstaent, con. 
tribulion, sobsciiptioa. 


A, D. 
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eight fenrs. The upshot of it U, that the hret healing 
and decision of causes has been entrusted to Native 
Judges, and English Judges are called on out; to hear 
appeals. 

SS« Lord William also introduced several reforme in 
the Criraioal Courts. Previously the Circuit Judges 
used to hold Sessions once in six months; then the Com* 
nissioners once lu three months^ At ]ast> it was ordered 
that the Civil and Sessions Judge sliould sit once 
eveiy month. Thus the annoyance which prisoners and 
witnesses were sut^ected to by along detention (33) was, 
in a great degree, obviated. In a word, it is impossible, in 
our limited space, to detail ail the iraprovemenU which 
were introduced during the government of the talented 
Lord Wiliam Ben^uck. At any rate, the great object 
of them all was that the character of the Natives 
might be elevated, and the public business efficiently 
performed. 

26. In the year 1831, llajah lUmmohun Roy pro¬ 
ceeded to England. So lesaoed a man had not for many 
a day been seen in Bengal. By caste be was a Brahmun, 
and he had filled many respectable offices under the 
Company. He was a proficient (34) In four languages, 
namely, Ssnslcrit, Bengallce, Persian, and English, and his 
mind was enlightened by the variety of knowledge which 
he had acquired. He had made the utmost (35) efforts 
to turn away his countrymen from the adoration of the 
gods and goddesses, and to convert them to the worship of 

(33) (Ar t 0^ Qoid.) A fetter, iffprisoozaeab 

obetede. 

(30 Iffir/KiuiKfa. (Saascrit. PoMeMkOg s 

bodily shape, embodied: q. ho wu those laogQsgee embodied, be 
ves thoroughly vemd in them. 

(35) Mkftk (Saascrit} Entire, whole, without re¬ 

in uader. 
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the Supreme Bruhm (S6) who is set forth {3?) in the 
Vedas. (38) Strange to ea; that his eountrymen, although 
thej continue to conduct the ceremonies of their faith 
according to the ritual (S9) of the Vedas, atill used to call 
him a heretic. Yet even those from whom be differed 
in opinion^ gave him credit for bis uncommon qualities, 
aod were proud of their country because it had given him 
birth. 

27 . We hare already meotioned, that in the time of 
Lord Amherst, the imperial supremacy of the House of 
Tymoor had been set aside. Now the Emperor, desirous 
of regaining hU lost dignity, having determined on an 
appeal to England, appointed Raja Rammohun Roy 
his representative. In ancient times, the Natives of 
ludla incurred no reproach or impurity from undertaking 
a voyage to sea; but now, in the KaJi age, any person tra¬ 
velling by ship must suffer loss of caste. (40) However 

(30 JfoAno. (Ssaserit) The Uninc esose and essence of the 
Tforld, from which all crested tlun|a are supposed to eroBnals, and to 
which they return.—(Wilson's Sanscrit Dictionary.) 

(97) PreJipJtdya- (Sanierit.) (The object which is) to 

be aspliuiicd or detnoostrated. 

(38) Seda (Properly Veda) (Soascrit) The generic Urn for 
the Sacred Wntiogs or Scripture of the £f(ndw; sopposed to hev« 
been revealed by Brshioi aod after belog proearved by trsdition fbr a 
eonslderabk! period, to have been arranged b the present form by 
Vyaaa. The prioelpal Vedss are three. JhcA> Tajush, and Sdsio> to which 
a fourth) Che Atkarwi, uneasily added, and the aad P^erdva, or 

asdeat history and tnyCboiogy. are sometiaies cooaidered as a fifth. 

(9P) SidJsi (Sanscrit.) 1. Aeaered precept, on act or riU 

prescribed by the Vedai for effecting ortab consequences. &. Rule, 
form, formala. 

(40) The VrihannsTsda SanhiCa forbids the foibwbg practices in 
the iCoK age. 1. TraveUbg by sea. 2. Carrying a waterpot (by a ew. 
dent.) 3. The marriage of men of the twice born (the three chief) 
caste with womea of oth^ castes. 4, The procreation of a eon od 
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Rajo Ramipohun Roy, utterly disregarding (41) the re- 
proaclies of his countrymen, proceeded to England, nnd on 
his arrival there experienced the highest dlstlncUons. 

28. The purpose of this voyage of hia was not oc* 
cooplished. The British Government would not agree to 
restore the supremacy of the house of Tymoor which had 
been a pensioner on its bounty for tlilrty years > but Ram- 
mohun Roy sucoeded In gaining its consent to an increase of 
three bkhs of Rupees in the stipend fixed for this family. 
He died (42} before returning to his own counUy, and was 
interred in a burial ground (43) near the city of Bristol. 

29. In this our history the year 1833 is most noto¬ 
rious. The houses of znerchanU which had been going 
on for about fifty ycara began to fail. (44) The first, that 
of Palmer and Company, was closed in 1830. Five more 

the widow of a deceased hrothcr. 6. The elaying of an aaiEnal to cb> 
lertain a goest 0. The repast on ilesh meat at faacral obsequies. 7. 
Eptrance into the tiilrd order, or that of hemit. S. The second gift 
of a married girl, whose husband had died before coosoinmatlon. 9. A. 
studenUbip continacd for a long lima. 10, The aocnficc of a man, 
11. Or of a horse- 12. The great journey, that is, entering the 
HifflStaya mou&tains to perish there of hunger, cold, &c. after the 
pcrfonaanct of one’s own funeral obsequies, and 13. The sacrifice of 
osm. The prohibition of theso practices Mtablisbes their pre^’idos 
caleteoca and prcvaieaee. 

(41) litenUy.—“Not having cast bU eyebrow." 

<4S> Literally,—" He folded ap the movement (or acUooa) of his 
body." 

(43) Sma<M Kkgeirs, (Sanscrit.) A burial field, a 

grave field. Anoog the Hindu the practiee of buryiag the dead is con¬ 
fined to the Jvfiit. a class of weavers, and tha Kohvf^Tt, mendicant 
Voiilmmu. (See “ Ward on tbe History, Literature, and Mythology 
of tha Hindsl.") ^ 

( 44 ) (Bcngallee.) A Bankrupt (also CSrel^, 

perhaps from tbe Lsmp featival at the new moon of KarUk. called 
Dnti. (in Hjndee when tbe ai^t, b Hbdoostan Proper, is 

U uuvemlly spent in passilny.) 
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firms carried od their business for three or four jears, but 
at last they also became bankrupt. Sixty Crorea of Ru¬ 
pees, belonging to the public, was, in conaec^uence, lost, 
and less than two Crores have been recovered from the 
assets of dxe bankrupts. 

30. The former term(43) having expired, the Honorable 
Company, in the year L833, received a new Charter for 
twenty years. Dy this many changes were introduced 
into the rules for governing the country. The Company 
were obliged to give up all connexion with commerce in 
India, and to sell all their factories, and they were re* 
quired to abandon even thdr trade with China, which 
during the previous twenty years had been their only 
resource. In fuct they were obliged to withdraw at once 
from the commercial pursuits which they bad regularly 
carried on for two hundred and thirty years, and to confine 
themselves to the occupation of governing India: and it 
was also enacted that the Shareholders in the capital of 
the Indian trade ahould sanually receive the sum of 
aisty-five Lakhs from the Revenues of India j an arrange¬ 
ment which fully deserved the universal (46) reprobation 
which it received. 

31. A Legislative Counml was ordered to be eatabUshed 
in Calcutta, to be constituted of the regular members of 

(45) (Arabic, ifisd-) 1. l^e or place 

of a pronke. 2. A fixed tisse or period. 

(46) (Sanscrit) The Muadaoe Ihe uni. 

verse RraAsta and ^'0 aa egg. See ** Chap. 1, 

veraee 6 aad 9. "He (RroA*^ haviog willed to piodoce variow bangs, 
from hie ewa divine substance, first with a ^ugbt created tha waters, 
and placed io them a prodoetive seed: That eeed became an egg, bright 
as gold, blasiog like the luminary with a thousand beams (the Sun); 
and la diat egg he was born himself la the form of BrakmS the Great 
Fore^thar of all spirits.*' Ag^, verse Id. And from its two divisions 
he framed the heaven above aad the eaith bmeath: in the midst he 
placed the subtil etiier, the eight regiooj. aod the permsoeot receptacle 
of walcra.") 
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Council, with aa additioosl member not in the Compan^H 
Service. The duty of this new Council wus to eruict laws * 
for the whole of India, and to control and regulate the 
Supreme Court. A bodj was established styled the Law 
CommiMion, for preparing legislative enactments. The 
Governor General was itu'ested with a supreme eontnd 
over the whole of India, and the other IVesldcnoics were 
placed under bis authority. The Bengal Fresidcncy was 
divided into the Calcutta and Agra Presidencies. Tli(%e 
were the principal changes introduced by tlic new Cliortar. 

32. Lord Wiliam Bcntinck, in e.vcrting himself for 
the promotion of knowledge among the people, gave 
special encouragement to the acquirement of lUngUsh 
koowled^. The Porlioaent had <leci‘eed that one Lakh 
of Rupees from the Revenue should be appropriated to 
the education of the people. Nearly Che whole of time 
sum used to be spent upon the cultivation (47} of Sons* 
crit and Arabic learning, although these were not of such 
great utility (48) to the people. Lord Willi ora Bentinok 
conudered, that there would be greater advantage in the 
study of tlie English language, and be expended In the 
establishment of English Schools a much larger sum than 
that assigned by Parliament. He at the same time like' 
wise issued an order, that when those scholars of the 
Sanscrit and Arabic Colleges, who were io tho receipt 
of monthly appends, should leave those inatitu^ons, the 
allowance should not be granted to new ones in their place. 
By vanous such like meaea the cultivation of the English 
language was promoted throughout the country. 

S3. Lord William bestowed a great boon on the coun* 
try by founding in Calcutta, at a great expense, a Medi* 
cal College, for the purpose of Instructing tlie Natives in 

(4?) iivMslSla*, (Ssuserit.) Attentioo, study. cIom 

pursuit of say art or science. (^1^ Anor; sod cnnaideratioo, 

meditstioa.) 

(43) Ware not of such sssistuice io busiocea.” 
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the Medical Science (49) of Europe. Separate profeS' 
eors were appointed for the several sciences oecessary 
to be studied for the perfection of the studenta in Sur¬ 
gery and other braoebea of the healing art. (50) There 
U no onlculating the beneflu that have accrued from the 
eatablishcncnt of this CoHcro. 

S4. In the time of I/ord William Bentiack a Savings’ 
Bank wns eetablishecl, for the purpose of enabling every 
one to accumulate his small aavinga ; and the result fully 
effected the object proposed. His Lordship also turned 
hie attention to the Transit duties. It hod long been 
the custom, that all goods transported from one part of 
the country to another had to pay duty 5 and accordingly 
a Custom-house (51) was established on each channel of 
comunicalion, both by land and water, where seveml 
officers were appointed to stop aud examine (52) all 
goods. The Government thus raised a revenue even at 
the expense of commerce; and the appointed officers, for 
every Bupee they collected for the state, took two Rupees 
for themselves. In feet, they had commenced such a 
* system of cruel oppression on the people, that a talented 
European officer employed in this depaitment had justly 
denominated it a curse (S3). 

(49) (SaoKrit) 

The Sdeace or M«dieUie, the collective wriUofi of authority oa 
medinoe dontfion of Itfc and Knowled^) 

(BO) ChiiciM. (Sanscrit.) Sealing, curing, the practice 

of Medicine (Root to cure, to admiohter remedies 
lostramaot, curing, snrgerf. 

(51) Pami/er gksr. A house for (granting,) 

permits, or passes for goods. 

(B2) (Ar: TMrui. Compicbsndijig 

ObtainUig, remadTiaf) Investigation, exunmatioo. 

(53) (Sanscrit.) A corse, jopracation, 

war. devasUllon. (^feand ^Particles of mteasicy, before the 
Root to fall, affix d. that which Ihlla heavily.) 
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A. D. 35. This Bjstem prevailed whea the Governmeot was 
takeo from the Moosulmans b; the EogLUh^ and the 
letter had allowed It to go on to this time. The dUcre- 
ipiaating Lord Cornwallis, considering this system injuri¬ 
ous to the country, at once abolished it io the year 1788, 
and closed every Ouatom-house throughout the lend. 
Thirteen years after, the Govcrnnent, being desirous of 
atjiking out new paths for the ralsiog of liovcuue, 
revived this system of duties. XiOrd William Benrinck 
now directed Mr, C. E. Trevelyan, a Bengal Civil Servant, 
narrowly to enquire into, and report upon, this subject. 
He then appointed a Committee to devise the beat means 
for removing this 'Pax. And although thU system wm 
not aboliebed during the rule of this nobleman, still he 
may be cooridered worthy of endless honor as the 
originator of the measure. 

36. Lord William Benrinck, from the commencement 
of hia Government, was very zealous in the promotion 
of Steam Navigation, both inland and by sea. He 
spared no pains to ofbet the monthly transmission of 
news, &c. between England and Indio $ but the Directors 
threw many impediments in the way; and they censured 
him moat severely for having employed a vessel named 
the “ Hugh to carry packets between Bombay 

and Suez. However this nobleman prevailed upon them to 
sanction the employment of Iron Steamers in all the rivers 
of Bengal and the Western Provinces. This measure has 
proved so beneficial to both Europeans and Natives, that 
it has been found necessary to double tiie number of 
vessels employed; and it appears likely that in the course 
of time, this system will become as necessary and as 
universal in this country, as it is In England and America. 

$7, The administration of Lord William Bentinck 
closed in the year 1835, and throughout its duration no 
anriety was experienced from war: peace and tranquil¬ 
lity were not disturbed for a tingle day. The'* whole 
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period had been devoted solely to promoting the pros¬ 
perity of the people. However It will be impossible accu¬ 
rately to define the extent of the benefits bestowed on the 
country during bis rule, until the fruits of bis measures 
have fully developed themselves. In some of his enact* 
monts there baa indeed appeared a want of judgment: 
8^11 bis admlnistm^on will for ogea bo rcoorded in his¬ 
tory as highly beneficial, and the Natives will, without 
doubt, long continue to bestow upon him their benedic* 
tiona. (54) 

(64) (Saosent.) Beoediclion, bestowing or 

wishing a blcsaing spoo others, blesamf. benedictioa; and 
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